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�The Lord is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love. 
The Lord is good to all;
He has compassion on all he has Made.�   

Psalm 145:8-9.

Some weeks ago our women's group
decided to renew its name, that is Tabita.
At the beginning of the 20th century our
sisters chose her name because she was a
very nice, silent, committed servant of the
Lord. Thinking of her I read the story from
the Bible in Acts 9: 36-42. I would like to
share a short message. 

First of all, the cloths she made brought joy to many of the poor.
These were useful. The result of her simple work � sawing �
caused joy. 

Hard times came on them. Tabita became sick. The group of sisters
stayed with her, prayed together and were looking for help.
Every Sunday when we are together in church, we worship and
after that we talk with each other. We talk a lot about our everyday
life, we share our problems, difficulties and our joys. We ask help
and give help. But to do so there are some conditions. Confidence
� sincerity � not taking advantage of other's weaknesses. How can
it be possible? Through the love of Christ. He can open our hearts
toward others. He is the only one who can enrich the relation
among us and of course He can charge us with deeper responsibility
for others. 

Tabita gave a wonderful testimony with her life, her death and
resurrection. And sharing her story the believers gained a lot of
new life for Christ. 

May the Lord bless all of us as we serve the people for his glory.
In his service                                                 Anikó Ujvári
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In May, for the last time, I conducted the Polish Women's
Conference with the election of a new committee. I thank God
for that new committee with younger sisters and also the young
president � Dorota Szachiewicz.

Some of you know that one part of my heart belongs to children. Just
at the end of June and at the beginning of July, I was responsible,
as it happens every summer, for the camp for orphans and kids
from pathological families. Because of my camp experiences, I
better understand the words of Jesus: �Let the children come to me
and do not stop them, because the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.� (Matthew 19:14)

In the second part of July, I participated at the Women's
Department meeting and at the BWA General Council meeting
in Seoul. Both of the meetings gave me a wider perspective of the
Baptist family and allowed me to see how God works in amazing
ways in different countries of the world, very often through diffi-
culties, suffering and pain. I was once again affirmed that this
unusual work of God was and is always connected with PRAYER.

In Korea, we were able to visit two churches. The first one was
for the Morning Prayer time of believers. The first group usually
starts at 5 a.m. and prays for one hour, the second group comes
at 6 a.m. and the third at 7 a.m.  It was wonderful to see how
people run�not walk�to the church for Morning Prayer time
before going to their work. The second visit took place at the church
Yonggi Cho during the Night Prayer time. When we arrived
after midnight, the church with 10,000 seats was full. Most of
them were women who prayed in a special and meaningful way.
It was a very moving experience for me. I felt guilty because of
my prayer. Sometimes it is difficult to continue in prayer for one
hour. It was a big encouragement for me. I believe that by the
prayers of a great many women, God can change Europe.

News and Views   5

Dear Sisters,
This is a nice possibility to write to all of you
through the next edition of News and Views.
I am grateful to God for Anikó Újvári and for
her great work as the editor of this magazine. 
Also, thanks to the efforts of Elisabeth Vekas
and Peter Havas from Romania we can now read
the N&V on our webpage: www.ebwu.org.
Perhaps this site will allow us to be better known

to sisters all over the world. It's amazing how recent technical
achievements such as this allow communication with anyone,
anywhere in mere minutes. On one hand, it is good because
sometimes we have very urgent requests, needs and news. On the
other hand, nothing can replace individual and direct contact
with one another. Therefore, the possibility of meeting you face
to face�talking to you, praying with and for you, crying and
laughing together, touching and hugging one another�is such a
precious gift. 

Thank you all for your e-mails sent to me, not only the business
related e-mails, but also the ones containing assurances of prayer
for me and for the EBWU committee as a whole.  I realise that
it was only because of your faithful prayers lifted up on my behalf
that I was able to travel and serve others. I would like to ask and
encourage each of you to continue praying regularly every
Monday.

I want to take this time now to share some highlights of events,
which I was able to attend this past year.

It was by God's grace that I could to go to Armenia just after the
committee meeting in Spain when I didn't feel well. The EBF
Executive meeting took place in Erevan.  It was also a wonderful
possibility to meet again some of our Armenian sisters. 

4 News and Views  



the world. I hope that the Union's presidents have received the
information from the Women's Department with the registration
forms. It is important to note that separate registration and
accommodation forms must be submitted for each event.  The
dates for each event are as follows:

� Leadership Conference (LC)
Dates:  July 23-26, 2005
Registration Fee:  $150 (USD)
Aston University Accommodation Fee:  $410 (USD)
Total Cost:  $560 (USD)

� BWA Congress
Dates:  July 27-31, 2005

(If you plan to attend this event, please complete a separate
registration and accommodation form.)

The EBWU committee realizes that the fees for the LC and
Congress, especially for women from Eastern countries, are very high.
At the end of November, we will have the committee meeting
(three of us) after which time we will let you know which delegates
will receive partial or scholarship support. 

This is an appeal to those of you who could help or sponsor part
of the scholarship for sisters who aren't able to afford the journey
and the fees. For some of them this is only a dream of attending
this world conference. Dear sister, perhaps you can help this dream
come true. Let me add that some of the Women's Unions have sent
money for this goal. For this, we thank you very much. Please know
that I wouldn't exert any pressure on you. This is only an appeal.

�May God's grace be with all those who love our LORD Jesus Christ
with undying love.�  (Ephesians 6:24)  

With love to all of you,
Ewa Gutkowska
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The second part of August was busy as well. I was responsible for
two retreats for the Polish women in need. The attendees were
not only from the Baptist churches, but also from outside the
church�widows, single mothers and women who have different
difficulties in their families with unbelieving husbands and/or
children. The separate story, each of them very often full of drastic
events, is like a big book well known by God. Those women were
able to rest in the Lord and spent time taking part in different
activities.  Some of them said that it was the first time in their
lives that they were free from heavy home duties and burdens. "I
started to smile" � added other. "I think that heaven will be like
here" � said a 60-year-old widow who takes care of her 45-year-
old mentally handicapped daughter. 

I have written more in a separate article about the council
meeting in Lebanon.
My travel for the conference to Latvia seemed to me like a visit
arranged by God. He knew that Livija, the vice president of the
EBWU, would need us close by during the time when her husband
passed away. Nothing is a coincidence in our life and the ministry.

The next event embraced sisters from all over the world. This year
we were inspired to pray for a peaceful world by our Caribbean
sisters. I am sure that it was a very special time for all of us in
attendance.

Let me add that next year Europe will lead in November's Day
of Prayer. The program is almost ready.  The theme is the same
as the theme of the Leadership Conference in Birmingham:
Seeing with New Eyes.
I would now like to take this opportunity to mention a few words
concerning two main events, which we are looking forward to
attending in 2005 the Leadership Conference (LC) and the BWA
Congress. It is my hope to be able to see each other once again
as we did in Croatia and meet together with women from all over
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Thirteen seminars aimed at widows, 
who are Christians of Evangelical Baptist

Church Union, were conducted on 
June 10-17 in seven regions of Moldova.

Sisters, responsible for women services, and Pastors gathered widow
Christians in their regions. Nearly all the women, who can walk,
arrived at those meetings. Widows from villages participated in
the event.

The seminars were organized by sisters from Pennsylvania State,
USA, in cooperation with the Women Department of EBCU of
Moldova represented by its President Olga Mocan. 
The general sponsor was Janice Venger. Introducing her work,
she shared the following: «I work with Crosslinks Mission, that
can be translated as �links between countries�.  I regularly arrive
to Moldova since 1989, meet various people here, not only
Christians, collect information about their needs, and when I am
back in America, I tell brothers and sisters about it, we pray, and
the Lord gives us finances and strength to help. I am always
amazed at those wonderful ways the Lord uses to form groups
which are to go with me to Moldova. The same feeling was  this
year.  While collecting this group, I did not understand why the
Lord takes just young ladies and again I was made sure it was His
will! Here they are, the young ladies who desire to serve as a con-
solation to Moldovan widows.»
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To thank God

� Dear God,
I want to thank You for what You have already done.
I am not going to wait until I see results or receive rewards, 
I am thanking You right now.
I am not going to wait until I feel better or things look better, 
I am thanking You right now.
I am not going to wait until people say they are sorry or until they
stop talking about me, 
I am thanking You right now.
I am not going to wait until the pain in my body disappears, 
I am thanking You right now.
I am not going to wait until my financial situation improves, 
I am going to thank You right now.
I am not going to wait until the children are asleep and the house is
quiet,
I am going to thank You right now.
I am not going to wait until I get promoted at work or until I get the job,
I am going to thank You right now.
I am not going to wait until I understand every experience in my life
that has caused me pain or grief, 
I am going to thank You right now.
I am not going to wait until the journey gets easier or the challenges
are removed. 
I am thanking You right now.
I am thanking You because I am alive.
I am thanking You because I made it through the day's difficulties.
I am thanking You because I have walked around the obstacles.
I am thanking You because I have the ability and the opportunity to
do more and do better.
I am thanking You because you have not given up on me. God is
just so good, and He's good all the time.

LLiivviijjaa  LLaammee
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me. He was my expectancy, my solid base, my hope. The Lord is
always faithful!�

All the women were listening to this testimony with tears in their
eyes.

Widows living in Moldova also told their testimonies.

Sister Mila from Belti city told: �We, widows, are united by the
same pain: the lost of our husbands. It is difficult for me to recall
it�  I did not reach 34 years old when my husband died. He was
a good husband.  Our sixth child was born, and my husband was
carrying it in his hands like a treasure.  We were rejoicing, when
once our doctor noticed that my husband does not look well.  He
was taken to hospital.  He appeared to catch an infectious heart
disease. I was with him all the time and did not leave the hospital
room while he was going off. When he died, I did not know what
to tell my six children.  His death turned to be an unexpected
pain for everyone. My house was filled with consoling people. I
was told that I should be strong and courageous, to be calm in
order not to frighten the children. I could not believe that this
was happening to me. My children and me kneeled and I said:
«Dear Lord, here I am with my children, we are all in Your
Hand». And the Lord did not abandon us. He sent me those who
consoled me and provided help. God helped me to educate the
children properly.  He helped us in all our needs. Once we did not
have bread at home. We prayed, and immediately heard a door-
bell. A sister came and brought us bread, milk, warm knitted
hats and mittens. I can assure you: God will never leave you.
That�s why never say die.�

In every place we visited, sisters shared things the Lord did for
them. When we visited the south of Moldova, Colibas village,
one of Christians told a really unusual story. Her husband and she
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The four young women introduced themselves, told about their
lives and sang balm psalms for widows.  

Michael Veber witnessed: �I am 28 years old. I am a widow. On the
6th of September, 2003, I was married.  In two days, when we were
at our honeymoon journey, my husband got into a fatal accident.
I was not at the place, where it happened. Two policemen came
to me and told that my husband is dead. I started crying imme-
diately: «Oh, Lord, help me!» And He strengthened me and gave
me His power to endure this grief. I called my parents � the in
laws � and the Pastor.  They immediately set out for me and were
driving for 9 hours without any brake, while I was talking to the
policemen.  I shared the Word of God which I had read with him
in that morning. It was Psalm 73:26: «�God is the strength of my
heart and my portion forever�». The policemen acquainted me
with local Christians. That very day, 10 Christians prayed together
with me. I had not known them, but they were brothers and sisters,
who wished at those difficult days be God�s tools. They shared
verses from the Bible with me. I was especially touched by 4th

and 5th verses from Isaiah, 54 Chapter: 

�Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed;
Neither be disgraced, for you will not be put to shame;

For you will forget the shame of your youth,
And will not remember the reproach of your widowhood anymore.

For your Maker is your husband,
The Lord of hosts is His name;

And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel;
He is called �the God of the whole earth.� (NKJV).

I am grateful to the Lord that I was born in a Christian family
and for the Christians who were with me during those grievous
days. That experience strengthened my faith much more, and
made me be closer to God. When I was put on trial, He was with
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«My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be
well with you?» (Ruth, Ch.3, v.1) Ruth did everything as her
mother-in-law told her, and the Lord blessed her. Therefore, we�ll
pray for all the widows, especially for young ones, that the Lord
will give them families in accordance with 1Timothy 5:14» 

The seminars finished with encouraging verses from Jeremiah,
Chapter 49, verse 11: 

Leave your fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive;

And let your widows trust in Me. (NKJV)

We are grateful to the Lord and our Mennonite sisters who
helped us to make these events for our widows. 

At the end of the seminars charity lunches were made, and every
widow received a present. The participants were deeply touched
and sincerely glad. 

Olga Mocan

God, why?
My name is, Emese Bogya, I am 28 years old. In my whole life I
had loving, understanding persons around me, and favourable
circumstances made my life easy. I grew up in a happy Christian
family with loving parents. I had no difficulty in learning. After
graduating University I found a job very easily as a German
teacher. Then I married. My husband, is a committed Christian
and takes good care of the family. After 2 years of marriage we
had our first son Aron and one year later Balazs, our second son
was born. 

We lived the life of a happy family and everything went well. Till
the 9th of July 2004 when we had a car accident. Seven persons
were involved, among them 3 children. Everybody was injured
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did not have a child, that�s why they decided to adopt two
orphans. The war began, and her husband was killed in it. One of
Christian brothers lost his wife. She died leaving seven children.
This man married her, and she became his children�s mother.
However, in the next year he also died. The woman again became
a widow, but this time she had already nine children. The Lord
gave her strength to raise them. Now they are all Christians. She
said: «The Lord has always been with me! He has been my
Helper and Counselor!»

These women are real �the just live by faith�.

The President of the Women Department of EBCU encouraged
the widows: «Dear sisters, though your life is very difficult, the
Lord always supports you.  Ruth, Chapter 2, verse 12 says: «The
Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge».
Jesus Himself, when He was on the earth, took care of widows.
Being crucified on Golgotha cross, when His Body was mauled
and blooded, His thoughts were about two problems: He worried
about sinners (He told the robber: «�Assuredly, I say to you,
today you will be with Me in Paradise�») and about the Mother,
who, obviously, was a widow already. He delegated her to His
disciple, saying to him: «Behold your mother!» and saying to her:
«Woman, behold your son!» He always cared and cares about
widows. 

God wants that «she who is really a widow and left alone, trusts
in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and
day�bringing up children, lodging strangers, washing the
saints� feet, relieving the afflicted, diligently following every
good work (1Timothy 5:5, 10), like Anna did serving God with
fasting and prayers night and day (Luke 2:36).  The poor old
lonely Naomi, a widow, took care not of herself, but of Ruth!
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He gave me thanks to His caring love and thanks to the number-
less prayers of many brothers and sisters in many churches.

I have never asked: God why? I felt, I had no right to do so. Who
am I to question His decision? Who am I to call to account the
Creator of the Universe for taking our son back from us?
It is true that God always gives enough strength that is needed
in a given situation. If I had known before what was going to
happen, I would have probably said: �No, that is impossible, I
will not be able to face it� But when I had to, I did face the loss
with God�s and our loving friends� help.
The brothers and sisters supported us in every way they could:
physically and spiritually. And it was good to know that I have a
living son at home (our first son Aron, who survived the accident)
waiting for me, and a loving family.

The love of many people was tested after our accident and they
all passed the exam by showing their deep concern for us in
prayers, words and deeds.

My wish for the future is to be also ready to show interest for
others when it is my turn.

With kind regards, 
Emese Bogya, Baia Mare, Romania 

Women in Mongolia
My heart is full of joy when I remember these women and I praise
God for them. They are the first sprouts in this land that was
closed for the Gospel through centuries. Christian women in a
Buddhist country. 

Bolorma. She is not get thirty but there is a life with plenty of
suffering, pain and humiliation beyond her. She never know who

News and Views   15

Emese Bogya and her family

more or less severely, and our little son Balazs (1 year and 2
months old) died. The physical pains can be eased, they will cease
after a while, but it is much harder to bear the inner pain. That
is why I am sharing how I was dealing with it.

Being a Christian I have always been aware that God is the solu-
tion to everything. He is the One who lets things happen, who
helps me when I face difficulties, who answers my questions. And
He is the One whose word is true. So I knew from the very first
moment that He knew about what had happened to us.
Not only then, but also now I say: He is in control of everything.
He is so wise that He knows what is better for us, although it is
hard for us to understand.
I have not understood yet why He has taken back our child, maybe
I will never do.But I experienced �the peace of God which passes
all understanding� (Philippians 4:7). This is what I can tell: I had
an inner peace through all the time. It was not easy to live with
the loss. I carried it like every mother who loses her child. I was
grieving over him. But in all these circumstances I had the peace,
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arranged for the lawyers and came to this congregation. My own
daughter studies in the US. I missed her so much that I became
sad and lonely. But I received not just a new life from God, but
another daughter, too." "And I received a mother � continues
Amra, who is a bookkeeper and 25. � My mother died right after
I was born. I could never call someone "mom". I had a strong desire
to call someone mom once in my life. I don't remember how it
happened, we just found each other some month ago in the
congregation. We both felt this is a special gift from God. She is
Tsigen, my mother."

(These touching stories will be continued in the next issue written by Silvia
Revesz from the Hungarian Baptist Aid, Ulaanbaator, Mongolia)

A woman was asked by a co-worker, 

"What is it like to be a Christian?"

The co-worker replied, "It is like being a
pumpkin. God picks you from the patch,

brings you in, and washes all the dirt off of
you. Then he cuts off the top and scoops
out all the yucky stuff. He removes the
seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc., and
then He carves you a new smiling face

and puts His light inside of you to shine
for all the world to see."

Don't forget we have website:
www. ebwu.org 

Visit it please and share with us
your experiences!
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her father was, her mother was interested in nothing else just
"Vodka". She bore four children of four different fathers. But God
planned something special for Bolorma. As a baby she was adopted
by a childless old couple. They just heap with love and attention
upon her and took her to the best Russian school of the country
to be educated. So her childhood was joy, safety and happiness.
Her step parents had just one request, asked her to marry as soon
as possible, in order to see their grandchildren. So she married in
the age of 17, bore two daughters, but something happened
than. Her husband became unfaithful, they divorced and she
changed totally. She became ill and suffered of depression. Her
parents died in some months, her husband took away her children.
Because of her growing mortgage she had to sell the flat she
inherited from her parents. Suddenly she had nothing else just
some money about 3.000 dollars from her flat. 

She lived helplessly without any hope, until she met a young
man, who shared the gospel with her. She found the life. She
found the hope. And she was happy to borrow all she had to that
Christian brother. But the man made an unwise decision so he
lost all her money and Bolorma hasn't even got a chance to get
back her money from the man. She might be the only one who
paid such a high price for receiving the gospel. But she is happy,
because her life has changed three years ago. She is one of the
most committed members of our congregation. She is always
busy, always full with love, always smiling. She looks like a
young happy girl. I have never thought that she had already
taken such a long way. 

Tsigen and Amra. Mother and daughter. At the women's worship
they listen to the word of God holding each other's hands. There
is love and caring in their eyes. They have a surprising testimony.
"She is my daughter, Amra � starts Tsigen. I got to know her some
month ago, when me and my husband met Jesus on a crusade
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WITH SHINING EYES, THE CHILD
TOOK THE CANDLE OF HOPE

AND LIT THE OTHER CANDLES

THEN THE FOURTH 
CANDLE SAID:

�DON�T BE AFRAID, WHILE
I AM STILL BURNING 

WE CAN RE-LIGHT THE
OTHER CANDLES, I AM

HOPE!�

SUDDENLY...

A CHILD ENTERS 
THE ROOM AND SEES

THREE CANDLES 
NOT BURNING.

�WHY ARE YOU NOT
BURNING? YOU ARE
SUPPOSED TO STAY
LIT TILL THE END.�

4

5

6

Merry Christmas

SADLY, THE THIRD CANDLE
SPOKE IN ITS TURN:
�I AM LOVE!

I HAVEN�T GOT THE STRENGHT TO 
STAY LIT. PEOPLE PUT ME ASIDE AND

DON�T UNDERSTAND MY IMPORTANCE.
THEY EVEN FORGET TO LOVE THOSE

WHO ARE NEAREST TO THEM.�

HAVE A NICE DAY...

THE FIRST ONE SAID:

�I AM PIECE!
HOWEVER, NOBODY CAN

KEEP ME LIT.
I BELIEVE I WILL GO OUT.�

THE SECOND ONE SAYS:
�I AM FAITH!

MOST OF ALL, I AM NO
LONGER INDISPENSABLE,
SO IT DOESN�T MAKE ANY

SENSE THAT I STAY LIT 
ANY LONGER.�

1 2

3

7



�Always winter 
� but never Christmas�� 

(C. S. Lewis)
What if� 

Imagine a Christmas card posing the question, �What if there
had never been Christmas...?� Apparently, there was once a cler-
gyman who, sitting by his desk on Christmas morning, nodded
off from sheer exhaustion. He had a fretful sleep and an uneasy
dream. He dreamt that he lived on a Continent on which noth-
ing was known of the coming of Jesus Christ.

The first thing he did was to run home. He looked in through
the windows of his house, hoping to see the usual signs of
Christmas preparations, but all he saw were idle people with sad
faces. He turned to go and wandered through the streets of the
town, looking for churches but he found neither church, nor
chapel. Then he decided to go into a library. He took one book
after another off the shelves and searched in them for the name
of the Saviour but it was not to be found in any of them.
Despondently, he turned to go. On his way home a little girl with
tearful eyes stopped him. She asked him to come to her home
because her mother lay dying. He went with her. He sat down by
the bed of the sick woman saying, �I have comforting words for
you�, and he reached for his pocket Bible. However, when he had
opened the little volume, he could not find the Gospels in it. Two
days later he was standing by the coffin of the dead woman. He
was supposed to comfort the little group of friends and relatives
that had gathered by the graveside but, in his Bible, he could
find no promise of heaven and resurrection. Instead of giving
them hope, all he could say was, �Dust you are and to dust you
shall return.� He looked round at the little company and his eyes
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C is for the Christ Child

who was sleeping on the hay.

H is for the Heavenly Host

who worshipped Him that day.

R is for the radiance

on Mary's holy face,

I is for the lowly inn,

a poor and humble place.

S is for the Star that shone

to guide the shepherds there

T is for the Travellers

who brought Him treasures rare.

M is for the Manger

where He laid His little head,

A is for the Angels

who hovered round His bed.

S is for the Saviour

who brought peace and 

hope to earth on the 

wondrous night 

we celebrate the

night of Jesus' birth.
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joy, whatever adverse circumstances we might find ourselves in.
Yes, had Jesus not come to our world, our situation would be

truly desperate. But � what a relief � he really did come, 2000
years ago, to make all the difference to our lives. He came, he
lived, died and rose again, to live forever. So we can come to
Him, the living Saviour, even today, bringing our burdened
hearts and asking him to set our lives free from everything that
spoils and undermines them.

So come and meet Jesus Christ, for he has come to meet every
one of us, in order to give us a future and a hope. Then, with
Him, we shall have a truly wonderful Christmas.

[based on a story from Hungary, translated by Aniko Williams]

Greetings from 
��the Top of the World�

Dear sisters.

Last summer the Norwegian Baptist Union arranged its
Convention in the small town of  Honningsvag. Honningsvag is
situated 30 km from the very famous cliff the North Cape, which
is the most northern spot of Norway. Only the North Pole is fur-
ther to the North. So we really were in the Arctic region.
Honningsvag Baptist Church is the northernmost Baptist Church
in the world.

At the same time the Norwegian Baptist Women's Union had its
annual meeting. It was wonderful to meet all the women in these
very beautiful and very special surroundings. We were in "the
Land of the Midnight Sun", and indeed the sun was shining day
and night during the week we stayed there. But let me remind
you, from the end of November until the beginning of February,
there is no daylight whatsoever in this region, due to the fact that
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brimmed over with tears. He broke down in disconsolate crying.
Sadness, mourning, separation, hopelessness... he was overcome
with desperation.

Suddenly, he woke with a start � the strains of a wonderful
melody penetrated his restless sleep. They were coming from the
nearby church:

Silent night, Holy night,
All is calm, all is bright...

He did not have to look up the words in his hymn-book. He
knew the triumphant climax of the  hymn � �Christ the Saviour
is born, Christ the Saviour is born...� - O, the relief that came
over him! 

Yes, we could say, O, well, it was just a dream... But just imagine
if this were not a dream! And yet � for those for whom Christ

means nothing, who do not believe in Him,
this is what reality is.

It�s great to sing of the coming of the
Lord Jesus, about his birth, his life, his death
and resurrection. But all this is more than
just having a happy time singing.For Christ�s
coming into this world is a fact of history.
What�s more, this is so much more than just
a matter of accepting it with our minds as
cold fact. If we believe in Him in our hearts,
then, instead of it being just head knowledge,

it becomes a
w o n d e r f u l
truth for us
p e r s o n a l l y,
giving us hope
and comfort.
Then we shall
have peace and
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While the board had its
meeting, we suddenly
heard a special noice. We
looked out of the window,
and we saw a flock of
reindeer came running
through the main street of
Honningsvag! The same
thing happened every
day, the reindeer were
everywhere. They look
very majestic with their
big horns.

One day we held our annual meeting with delegates from all the
women's groups around the country. We strongly reminded of our
motto for this Baptist Convention, that we are in this world to
spread the good news of Jesus. And without Him we can do
nothing. We were also reminded that our ministry is different,
but God has invited us to walk with Him, step by step.
And dear sisters of Europe, we are all loved by God.

I greet you with Ef. 1, 4-5.
Margun Warem.

Echoes of the 
EBF Council meeting 

in Lebanon
Lebanon is a small country, barely visible on the map of the world.
But it is known to the public opinion because of the civil war that
was going on there about 20 years ago. The war took thousands
of human lives. But the dark days are fortunately over now,
though their shadows still remain in the capital city of Beirut. Yet
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it is situated so far to the North. Then the climate is very cold
and very rough.

Nevertheless, summer in the far North is like nothing else, and I
find God very close in these very extreme surroundings. But the
reason we were there was to meet with the women. The board
started its meeting the first day. Here we made plans for the next
year.
One very important aspect of the Norwegian Baptist Women's
work is to raise money for our different missions in poor coun-
tries in Africa and Asia. The Norwegian Baptist Union has been
doing evangelical and social work in Congo, Africa; for almost a
hundred years, and the different women's groups around our
country  support this work financially and with prayer.
We also want to reach the women of our own country and our
own nighbourhoods by making personal contacts and inviting
them to special women's meetings in our churches. 

The board also plans women's conferences in different parts of
the country. Since our country is very long and narrow, distances
from the far North to the far South are very long, and it is far to
travel (3000 km).Therefore we arrange women's conferences in
different regions.
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are more women than men. The women's work is well organised.
They are actively involved in their churches' ministry, supporting
the men. They also help children in orphanages and the homeless.
They distribute Bibles, which can be dangerous in a Muslim com-
munity. Some of the women share the Good News of salvation in
Jesus Christ with female prisoners. The LBWU committee co-
ordinates this work. It organises different training conferences for
female leaders and pastors' wives. The Day of Prayer meeting in
November is for them a special inspiration for prayer, something
they often emphasised. Both Elisabeth and I had an opportunity
to meet the Lebanese committee, to talk to them and spend some
time in prayer with them. 

Our fellow believers in Lebanon are very excited about the plans
for organising a short conference for women from Middle East
countries. This was the previous EBWU committee's dream. We
pray and hope that the meeting will take place in Cyprus or
Egypt. We are looking for the cheapest place. During the Council
meeting Elisabeth and I talked to women from Syria and Jordan.
They are also excited about this leadership conference. Please
pray that God will help us to bring together Christian women
from Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Syria. 

Let me add that in Syria, a lot of people from different villages
have heard God's Word and are responding to the Gospel.  So the
small Baptist church is growing. 

In Turkey, there is one Baptist church in Izmir (previously Smyrna).
It is not easy to be a Christian in a predominantly Muslim coun-
try.  Sometimes there is a high price to pay: loss of work or even life.

The most touching testimony I heard was from Iraq. In spite of
the situation there, last January the First Baptist Church in
Baghdad was planted. A young leader from Iraq said the church
continues Sunday meetings and they have also women's and
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this small Middle East country is remarkable for another reason.
As one of a few, it appears a lot of times in the Old Testament. The
famous Lebanon cedars alone are mentioned 170 times. Lebanon's
ancient past with numerous historical monuments is really
interesting. Along with incredible beauty of the Mediterranean
landscapes with their animals and plants, this is what draws a lot
of tourists to this country. 

But for me as a Christian, Lebanon is special as a place loved by
God. What love and care we can see in the following verses from
the Book of Psalms!

He makes the mountains of Lebanon jump like calves and makes
Mount Hermon like a young bull. (Ps.29:6); May the hills be
covered with crops, as fruitful as those of Lebanon.(Ps.72:16);
The righteous will... grow like the cedars of Lebanon. (Ps.92:12);
The cedars of Lebanon get plenty of rain � the Lord's own trees,
which he planted. (Ps.104:16)

It is in this interesting country, in the city of Beirut, that the
European Baptist Federation (EBF) Council meeting was held on
September 22-26. The motto of the meeting was Christ in His
Church. Participants from 35 countries were present. The EBWU
was represented by its president, Ewa Gutkowska, and Elisabeth
Vekas, the treasurer. Livija Lame, sent by the committee, was
unable to come because of her family situation.

For all the participants, the meeting was a good opportunity to
learn more about the Middle East countries, especially Lebanon
itself. There were representatives from Syria, Jordan and Iraq.
Lebanon is a region dominated by Islam. There are also
Christians, mainly Orthodox, Roman Catholics and Maronite.
The Baptists are in minority �about 2000 believers in 18 churches.
Through the EBF Indigenous Missionary Project (IMP), we have
newly established churches. In the Lebanese Baptist family there
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God works in Europe and He works in the Middle East countries.
He needs us and He wants our involvement in His ministry. Let's
pray for His guidance for the new General Secretary, Tony Peck,
and his family. Let's pray for the Middle East countries and for
planning the Leadership Conference for women.

Ewa Gutkowska
President, EBWU

ABOUT BAPTIST WOMEN WORK IN ESTONIA
Baptist women in Estonia are very active doing different services
in their own churches.
Since 1992 we gather together twice in a year for �Spring Day�
and �Autumn Day�. These days are very encouraging. We have
different topics like: hope in hopeless; healing from spiritual
wounds; how to be joyful; woman and health; about marriage
and single women's possibilities and so on. We have lot of music
from different groups, every time we have bible study and work
in small groups. Often we have also art exhibition or art seminar
(creative workshop). Very important also the time for prayer.

Our prayer needs:
� for new leaders and young sisters
� for families in Estonia
� for the morality of Estonians 
� for Estonian churches and Christians
� for Estonian sisters' Gideon work

ROMANIAN BAPTIST WOMEN 
As I start giving leadership to Romanian Baptist Women work we
began with national, regional conferences and training of leaders.
I have begun to motivate women how to study the Bible and to
start being involved with other women in the local churches. For
better communication and cooperation besides weekly meetings
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youth ministries. While there is some fear, it does not stop
church activities. Therefore, the church in Baghdad is growing
and the second church is being planned. Believers are meeting in
a home group there.

One of the events of the Council meeting was a visit of the
European Baptist leaders together with Denton Lotz, the general
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, and the president of the
country, Emile Lahoud. The meeting with the president ended
with a prayer. 

The group of Baptist leaders also met the nation's Prime
Minister, Rafic Hariri. He was quoted to have said: �We need to
believe that this country is for Christians and Muslims.�
We hope that the meetings will contribute to the freedom of
religion and special tolerance in this region.

During the Lebanon meeting, we said good-bye to Theo Angelov
from Bulgaria, who was the General Secretary for EFB for the
past five years.  His faithful and fruitful ministry resulted in a
greater integration of the European Baptist family and a contri-
bution to religious freedom and human rights. Brother Theo was
also the originator of the EBF Indigenous Missionary Project
(IMP), a ministry in which 20 indigenous missionaries in 9 coun-
tries are involved. 

The Baptists in Europe have a new leader. He is Tony Peck from
England, a former General Secretary of the Yorkshire Baptist
Association and a tutor at the Bristol Baptist College.  He is mar-
ried and has three children. With the change of leadership, the
office of the EBF moved to the International Baptist Theological
Seminary (IBTS) to Prague.

I am grateful to God for the opportunity to be in Lebanon and meet
a lot of European brothers and sisters in Christ. I am grateful for
the Lebanese Christian women and their ministry in this country.
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Prayer Requests

THE FIVE FINGER PRAYER:

1. Your thumb is nearest to you. So begin your prayers by praying for
those closest to you. They are the easiest to remember. To pray
for our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis once said, a "sweet duty."

2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach,
instruct and heal.This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.
They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right
direction. Keep them in your prayers.

3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our leaders.
Pray for the president, leaders in business and industry, and
administrators. These people shape our nation and guide
public opinion. They need God's guidance.

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the fact
that this is our weakest finger; as any piano teacher will 
testify. It should remind us to pray for those who are weak,
in trouble or in pain. They need your prayers day and night.
You cannot pray too much for them.

5. And lastly comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all. Which
is where we should place ourselves in relation to God and
others. As the Bible says, "The least shall be the greatest
among you." Your pinkie should remind you to pray for
yourself. By the time you have prayed for the other four 
groups, your own needs will be put into proper perspective
and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.

News and Views   31

in local churches we have established periodically citywide and
regional meetings. Using these opportunities the sisters came to
meet and know each other and learn how to cooperate as a team
in social ministries (e.g. prison and orphanage ministries, street
children, etc.). As the sisters began holding bible studies they
were motivated to start groups of action and they were involved
in the specific needs of the local churches. They formed groups to
minister to the sick, poor and elderly, young mothers. 

Annual national conferences were held in different parts of
Romania. The annual national conference became a training
ground, a reunion and also a testimony of God's work and the
experience of joy to know each other. Many women became
prayer partners and friends.

As the numbers of sisters grew there was a need for more training of
leaders. I decided to have three times a year women leadership semi-
nars we studied principles of leadership, bible studies, organizing
our annual conference and also 8-10 regional conferences per year.

A national prayer chained was formed in 1995 which grew to
encompass 1.300 sisters who pray 24/7 for common spiritual and
physical needs in Romania and around the world. The Inter-
national Day of Prayer of Baptist Women in November con-
tributes to unity with a purpose and a vision in mission with sis-
ters from around the world.

The magazine "Christian Family" has an important role in the
communication of this day, the prayer chain and other activities.
We, Baptist sisters of Romania, seek to glorify and honor God, to
work together in unity, to grow spiritually and to be exemplary
followers of Christ, serving the family and the Church in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Mia Oglice
President of Romanian Baptist Women Organization
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BWA WOMENS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
July 22-26, 2005

Aston University Birmingham England
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