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�How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count
them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.
When I awake, I am still with you.�

Psalm 139:17�18.



Getting closer to the New Year we talk a lot
about our new plans. We love new things, as the
men of the ancient Athens, who were looking
for something new, something unusual. This
made them feel rich. Getting something new,
owning something new � means a lot for us. 

Every morning I am really grateful to my
Heavenly Father for He prepares something new for that day. A
great chance to not go on with my sins, to have my heart clean,
to gain and get new feelings, to be more friendly without being
envious or worrying too much. 

And in the past few months He gave me and my family an
absolutely new beginning. My husband is a pastor and the Lord
sent us to serve in a new mission field, in a new congregation. We
felt secure in our former church, our children loved to live there,
so it was not easy for us to obey and leave the warm, good nest
and move to a much rougher district of the city and look at this
opportunity as something new, with challenges for us. New schools,
new friends, new people, new area, new customs and � I know �
you can imagine what else is new for us. 

And I began to think about the meaning of the word �new�. Is
this really the one what I wanted when I talked about the new
challenges? One morning I looked at the mirror with these
doubts. Someone looked back on me. The face of a woman from
the Bible whom we don't like to talk about, except as a bad
example: she was the wife of Lot. Do you remember her? What
was her sin? Looking back...

Oh, no! Forgive me Lord! You are right. I am eager to get some-
thing new, when it makes my life easier, exciting or makes me
richer. But what happens when I have to give up my convenience
for you and I have to face the �new� in difficulties. Oh, Lord, I
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do not want to lose everything because of looking back, I don't
want to become a pillar of salt. Forgive me, please!

I am very thankful because He lifted my grit up on that morn-
ing, and now I can see our new place with new eyes. 
I wish you my dear Sisters, see your lives with new eyes, through
the Father's love. Take courage to step forward New Year!

Aniko Ujvari  
News & Views � Editor

Dear Sisters,
I suppose that you who could participate
at the Leadership Conference and at the
Congress in Birmingham the echoes of
your personal experiences sound often.
It was big inspiration and encouragement
that we received by all partners of this
two meetings. I am sure that we shared
it with our sisters and brothers in the
churches in order to encourage others.
May be some special Bible Study, lecture,

workshop, preaching or testimony touched your heart very deeply
and compelled you to do some changes in your life. You can share
that in N&V or on the website.

This is good that the theme of our DOP program this year is
�Seeing with new eyes�. It is like continuation of the theme of
the �Leadership Conference�. God wants all His children to see
with new eyes, first of all Him as our Father, our Saviour Jesus
Christ and God Holy Spirit, our Counsellor and that to see like
He sees our identity, family life and ministry. 
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To have open eyes it isn�t enough in my opinion, but to have
them open in a proper way. Sometimes it is necessary to have
them open by Jesus not only once but second time. In Mark�s
Gospel 8:22�25 we can read the story about man who was blind.
Jesus �took the blind man by the hand and let him out of the village.
After spitting on the man�s eyes, Jesus placed his hands on him and asked
him, �Can you see anything?� The man looked up and said, �Yes, I can
see people, but they look like trees walking about.� Jesus again placed his
hands on the man�s eyes. This time the man looked intently, his eyesight
returned, and he saw everything clearly.�

To see with new eyes is important because the world seems
moved away from God as never before and it sank in darkness
and nothingness of its own, egoistic aims, desires and greed.
These dangers do not avoid Christians that means people who
gave their life to Jesus. That is why we need to look at the sur-
rounding reality, including Christianity with new eyes, the eyes
of Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
Only He is the real light, which came to this world and enlightens
life of every man.  �He was the source of life, and this life brought light
to mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
never put it out.� (John 1:4�5).  Only Jesus is the source of life and
light causing that we see like Him.

How often overworked, burdened by ministry, experiencing various
problems and hard situations we lose freshness and sensitivity of
God�s perception of reality. Then we concentrate on obstacles,
reverses and we sink like Peter. I think that each of us has  more
or less experience in this aspect. And God wants and expects that
we enjoy each day and give thanks for tiny daily experiences with
heart filled with gratitude. 

My sister started to see with her spiritual eyes two years ago at
the age of 52. The Bible was incomprehensible to her for many
years although she was reading it regularly and one day it became

News and Views   5



the book speaking about her and to her personally. Then she
admired the work of God�s creation. Nature started to speak to
her about the greatness of God. She told me she felt as if some-
body opened her eyes. She started to enjoy life as a small child.

Yes, that�s true that each day contains worthly moments with
full enjoyment. Let�s look round carefully and we will see that
�his constant love fills the earth�.  (Psalm 33:5)  Let�s see how children
jump and run or joyfully play with the coloured, autumn leaves.
Let�s taste with pleasure a cup of coffee that we drink in a nice
company, listening at the same time to the music of a known
composer. Let�s look at the puppies playing, at kittens chasing a
ball of wool. Let�s bend with amazement over a baby. Let�s notice
the beauty of a sky sparkled with stars at night or golden glory
of sunset.

God�s deeds can be seen everywhere around us, not only in plants
and animals but also in people. Maybe it is worth stopping here
for a while to see with new eyes what Lord has done and what
He is still doing, what He has done through us and what He
intends to do.

Dear sisters we are God�s workers. We are in the ministry to help
others in fulfilling various needs, to solve problems, to strengthen
the weak ones, to comfort the sad ones, to carry hope... There are
people who suffer: victims of natural disasters, victims of terrorist
attacks, children-victims of violence in the family, trafficked women
and children, children of the streets, children and adults affected
by nuclear catastrophe in Chernobyl... the list could be longer. To
see in new way and to be sensitive for God�s calling this is the
prayer of many of us. Maybe it would be good to make the words
of prayer of the Francis d�Asisi our prayer.

Lord, make me the tool of peace.
Let me carry love where there is hatred
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Let me carry forgiveness where there is pain
Let me carry faith where there is doubt
Let me carry hope where there is tragedy
Let me carry light where there is darkness
Let me carry joy where there is sadness.

Also the words from the Gospel of Mathew 25:34�36 sounds
meaningfully. Jesus clearly said what He expects from us. He
wants us to feed hungry people, give water to those who are
thirsty, clothe the naked ones, visit those who are sick and those
who are in prison. Jesus clearly stressed that �I tell you, whenever
you did this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you
did it for me.� (v. 40) I believe in truth included in this statement.   
It is important to remember also that even if �I gave my body as an
offering to be burned� but I lacked for love it would be meaningless
whatever I do. That�s why I treat the words of Jesus Christ as an
invitation to love those who want to be loved. To serve others but
only than when we are motivated by love because only love
makes us ready to see in a new way. 
You should love to see. So, I wish you and myself that love for
God and people will help us to see in new way.

Ewa Gutkowska
EBWU President
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Let the Lord help us to see 
all His efforts with new eyes in our lives 

in this coming year.



SS n a p s h o t s  f r o



m  B i r m i n g h a m



With new eyes
Theme song

1. I see Father God of creation 
I'm home in Your tender embrace
Mysterious favour lavish'd upon me
Seal'd with Your Spirit of Grace

With new eyes I will live to the praise of Your glory
I will sing with the joy of the Lord
I will look for the image of You in my sister
Through Your love I will see with new eyes.

2. I see you, Jesus, the Father's beloved
The paschal Lamb who was slain
You abundantly pardon, purchas'd my freedom
Restore me to true dignity

3. I see you risen, death bonds are shattered
You've conquered the enemy's pow'r
You're the hope of the nations, pride of the Father
Exalted High King of the world

4. I see Your Kingdom coming among us
Establish Your people on earth
Healing streams of forgiveness flow from Your fountain
Uniting our hearts in Your love.
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B I B L E  S T U D Y

EBF Council Prague 2005
Devotions 24–9–05

Text: Luke 4:16�22

1. Good Practice

There is a good practice for every believer. For the Jews, it was the
good practice of going to the Temple, attending worship, studying
God�s word, praying � a blessed routine of faith practice.

The boy Jesus grew up in a family of such good practice. In Luke
chapter 2 we read of the trip they take to the Temple to present the
baby to the Lord and bring the required offering. This happened
after he had been circumcised and named as the law required � a
good practice of faith. In the same chapter, a few verses later, it is
reported that the family once again went to the Temple to cele-
brate the Passover festival. In the course of time, the boy Jesus is
missing on the trek home. When they find him, he responds to
their scolding: �Did you not know that I have to be in my
Father�s house?� 

Christians know this Good Practice too: attractive programs at
church, an authentic Christian lifestyle that draws people to
attend our meetings, to study and to pray. In recent months Rick
Warren�s book Purpose-driven Life has been studied widely and
many churches engaged in �40 Days of Purpose� to rediscover
the basic truth and practice of a believer�s life. By Good Practice,
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the church becomes a home, a place of belonging, of identity �
My Father�s House. The church becomes a home for all: a place for
children, for women, for outcasts of our society. 

In one church in Germany called Aue/Lauter which over the
years had grown old and small and tired, several substance ad-
dicts came in contact with the church. They felt the love of Christ
among the church members, found Christ as their Saviour and
brought more people into the church through their testimony.
The small and dying church gained hope again, became stronger
and more prayerful, and is now a growing, thriving church. Good
Practice had sustained them.

2. Best Practice

The term Best Practice is taken from the vocabulary of North
American business management. North Americans are very prag-
matic; they observe what works well and duplicate this experience
wherever possible. This they call �best practice�.

There is more than Good Practice. God�s word comes alive for
me, it speaks to me, it �happens� to me. A routine relationship
with �church� turns into a personal relationship with God. Jesus
proclaims: He sent me (Luke 4:18�19) The καιροζ− (kairos) of
God, the moment God speaks into my situation, has its deep
roots in the Good Practice, but it comes alive in the personal
encounter with God.

From now on Jesus knows: It is me! He understands his personal
calling. When my Good Practice turns into Best Practice, I learn
to focus on the one thing I am called to be and to do. (John the
Baptist for example was called to announce Christ, nothing else.
He was not to be the Christ himself, but to point to him - that
was his calling.)
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3. God�s Practice

Now God�s power comes into action in my life. He unfolds his
strength in my weakness. Now I become an instrument to fulfil
His mission:

ll Preach good news to the poor
ll Proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind
ll Release the oppressed
ll Proclaim the year of the Lord�s favour

We become a carrier of hope to a lost world through the power
of God. (Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have � 1Peter 3:15)

Often it is easier for us to see problems all around us, than to see
the vision and discover the opportunities God provides. We are not
called to be prophets of doom, but accountants of the Living Hope
� Christ in us, the hope of Glory (Col 1:27) � the hope of salvation.

God can change the world.
God will change the world and we are his change agents as followers
of Christ.

This means, our mission is to live among the people, not to sit in
a separate corner and wait for Christ�s return! God�s Practice is
sharing his life with us. In turn, we are sharing our life with the
people around us - near and far. When God is sharing his life, he
is sharing life in its fullness.

Practice, practice, practice...

Good Practice, Best Practice and God�s Practice all include the
word practice. This can mean �to do something�, and it could
mean �to learn to do something�, training. The Christian life is
about practice: how we do things according to God�s will, and



how we improve doing what God wants us to do. This is called
growth. We continue to practice so that God can continue to
work through us.

Examples of my personal practice:
ll Being a missionary in South Africa, a �Christ-follower
with a mission� 
ll Strategically making contact with my difficult neigh-
bours � patiently!
ll Taking time to speak with my frustrated doctor about
her fight against social injustice in the health systems reform,
encouraging her
ll Getting to know the Mayor of my town
ll Planning a retreat for tired mothers, facilitated by my
church
ll Praying for and with a friend dying from cancer 
ll Offering financial assistance to our Texan partners in-
volved in disaster relief after the hurricanes in the USA
ll Attending the EBF Conference on Trafficking and seeking
ways to join in the fight against the exploitation of women
and children in prostitution.

What is your personal example of practicing Good Practice, Best
Practice, and God�s Practice?

Regina Claas

Happiness keeps You Sweet,
Trials keep You Strong,

Sorrows keep You Human,
Failures keeps You Humble,
Success keeps You Glowing,

But Only God keeps You Going!
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God wants us
to Share His Love and 

Care with Others
The testimony I wish to share with You is about the ability of
God to give us the strength to do certain tasks. God wants us to
share His love and care with others. I have since childhood wanted
to work with people, and got an education as a nurse. Early in
my life I experienced the help of God in different situations. My
husband and I had three boys who mean enormously to us. Early
in our marriage we discovered that we had both the time and
strength for more children. 

The day of  Pentecost 1981 became a special day in my life. By
the Holy Spirit, God came to me and filled me with joy, love and
strength. I really felt that I could see the world with new eyes.
From that day I was given a special strength to serve others. I
wanted more children, but God showed me that there are children
already born who need a mother and father.

Only two days after this, an anguished mother came to us and
told us about her worries concerning her teenage daughter. The
girl stayed at our home for a year until she was able to move out
and start living on her own. Later we adopted a girl from South
Korea, and now we have a Norwegian teenage girl who needed
a new home living with us.
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These children have given us � just as our own have � both wor-
ries and happiness; but the happiness is the greatest. Through all
I have been dependent on the love of God. He has helped me up
when I have been down, and He has shared my joy during the
lighter days. God, who knows what the day will bring even before
sunrise, gives me the strength day by day, yes, even hour by hour.

I share this with You because I have a burning wish that all orphans
and suffering children will get the help they need. There are many
ways of helping. God opens our eyes so that we can see the deeds
lying in front of us when we surrender to His almighty hands. 

Finally I want to remember the words written in Matthew 25:40:
�And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.�

Loving regards,

Kirsti Liland
Norway

Tarana�s testimony
I accepted Jesus Christ as personal Savior in 1994. And in 1995
I was baptized. Till that time I always was seeking for God. I
wanted to have books about Him. I wanted to know His character.
I was thinking a lot about Him. I wanted to read Koran in Azer-
baijani language. I visited holy places, holy tombs. I thought that
I obey His will. But despite all these things, my life was very hard.

I was born in May, 14, 1962 in the town of Shemakha. It was an
ancient capital of Azerbaijan. Our family was traditionally Muslim.
My grandmother on mother�s side was mullah, Muslim ecclesiastic.
She was very influential person. She often was invited to the
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different Muslim actions. People offered her to sit in a place of ho-
nor. On summer holidays I stayed at her house and was memorizing
Koran verses which I heard from her.

When I grew up, I started to work as secretary in the local registry
office. In 1981 I get married to Sari Mirzayev. In 1982 or daughter
Tahira was born. In 1986 my son Elvin was born. As other mothers,
I was so delighted. But my family life was terrible. My husband
was drunkard, used drugs, was unfaithful to me and caused me
suffering. I bore everything. The voice inside me spoke to me: Tara-
na, have patience. This was so comforting thought. I was working,
bringing up my children. But at the same time I was crying out
to God: �Oh, Lord God, I wish this nightmare finishing soon!�

Once I saw a dream: I was walking around the fountain and
praying to God, and asking Him that these sufferings have
quickly ended. All the sudden I heard a voice from heaven. I rose
my head and saw a man in snow-white clothes. He asked me:
�what do you want?� I answered: �Oh, God, please help me�. At
this moment I have woken up.

Then everything was going as it was before. I began to think
about divorce or suicide.One day I saw my husband praying on
his knees. When he addressed to it Him he spoke: Father. His
prayer was so different of those prayers that I�ve seen before. I
was shocked and thought that he gone crazy. Then I realized that
he changed his attitude towards me and children. He has ceased
from drinking and smoking and became attentive to me and
children. Then he told me about love of God and the Bible. But
I obstinately repeated that I am Muslim and did not want to listen
to him. But actually I did not understand what I speak.

One day my father was very ill. I and my husband visited him.
My husband shared with him Good News. He told Him about
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the Love of God and eternal life in Jesus Christ, our Lord. My
father accepted Jesus as personal Savoir and LORD. 
After a while he has died. I was so desperate. I did not know
what�s going on. My husband many times was telling me about
Jesus. He said that my father is on heaven. I told my husband
that if I see my father in my dream and he tells me that he is
truly in heaven I will believe him.

Then forty days passed after my father�s death. I saw my father
in the dream. He was talking to me and describing paradise and
heaven as it is in the Bible, in the book of Revelation. It was dream
and vision for I was seeing everything that he described me. I
woke up and told my dream to my husband Sari. He surprised.
Because I never read Bible before. I was seeking God but I did
not know that He is so close to me.

All that is needed is to make one step forward HIM! After this
event I confessed my sins and accepted LORD Jesus as my Savoir
and Lord. God revealed me so many things. I understood that
many years ago I had seen Jesus in my dream. Our family was
the first in Azerbaijan who has accepted Jesus Christ.

As I mentioned before we lived in Shamakha. My husband already
had few disciples. The teaching of Jesus already have been spread
over the town. People began come to our church services and
turn to God.

Then our family has undergone to persecutions. The people began
to offend and insult my husband. Different people called our
home and threatened. It became difficult to live there. At this
time God has took us from Shamakha. We sold our house and
moved to Baku. Now we live in Baku.

When my husband began His ministry in Baku, there were only
3 believers. Now our church has 700 members. Every Sunday
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service 400�500 people regularly come. I am believer for 9 years.
The Lord uses me in His Ministry. In 1995 God gave me job in
the Bible Society of Azerbaijan. I am translating Bible to my
native Azerbaijani language.

Since 2001 I am leading women ministry in the church. In October,
2003 I ve been elected to the Eurasian Baptist Women�s Union
as Coordinator in Azerbaijan. Since 2004 I am ministering in
INTERNATIONAL Haggai Institute Alumni�s Association as
vice president. The center of this Institute is located in Atlanta,
USA. I am giving thanks to the Lord for everything. But together
with these blessings we had persecutions, too. In 1999 my hus-
band Sari Mirzayev was arrested during church service. The police
grabbed him straight from the pulpit, while he was preaching.
He was accused in hooliganism and resistance to the government
and was sentenced to 15 days of prison. During imprisonment
they have brought against him heavier accusation to sentence for
longer term. But the Lord miraculously delivered him from the
prison. In the prison the Lord used my husband. He was preaching
there. Several prisoners and policemen were converted to the Lord.
These people are still following Jesus.

In 2001 my husband was preaching about true fasting. His message
was based upon Isaiah 56:3. They accused my husband in insult
of Islamic religion. 3 times a day they showed him one of private
TV channels and have declared him the enemy of the Islam. He
was forbidden to preach. 

Praise the Lord that these persecutions are left behind. The
church continues it work, my husband is again preaching. Praise
The Lord.
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Sold Into Slavery
The conference in the topic of Human Trafficking took place at Budapest,
in April 2005. We had given information about it in our previous issue.
According to this conference women began to talk about it and connected
with trafficking we had got the next very moving testimony from Moldova. 

Having received all the information and testimonies connected
with the trafficking we decided to organise meetings for young
women and teenagers. At the end of May and at the beginning
of June we led seminars in 8 regions of our country. The topic
was Psalm 119:9. We talked about female�s purity, dates, friend-
ship and about the future possibilities of young women. As we
talked about the trafficking we underlined that there are women
being sold from Moldova into slavery, a young woman, we name
her A., stood up and talked about her awful experience being
sold one of the countries. 

�I had got married in 1998. I have two children. I want to share
with you what happened with me four years ago. It happened
that my husband got into prison. I was left with a small child
expecting the other one. It was very hard, I had nothing to feed
my child. My father died earlier, my mother was invalid. Once
unknown people came into my village and offered job for me.
They told I could work in a market. Everything would be okay
and I would receive $100 per month. I hid my pregnancy being
afraid not to receive this job. They told: �Don�t worry about your
child, take him with you, we shall look after him, you will just
work and receive the salary.� After this promise, they took me to
another village. There I saw two young women with children.
Something strange was about it, but I didn�t understand what it
was. A few days later, we were sent to a big city. The next day
they forced us to beg at the underground station. If we refused
begging, our owners beat our kid sin our presence. But it wasn�t
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enough. At night they invited men and forced us to have sex
with them. And it continued until I was in the 9th month of my
pregnancy. Nobody paid attention that I was expecting a baby. 

This continued till the day when one of the women heard the
�owners� were talking that they were waiting for my child�s birth
in order to sell him for organs. That was the time when this
woman and me decided to run away. At night when our owners
were drunk, we got up at the dawn and ran away with our children.
Of course our owners heard it and came after us to the trolley
station. She wanted to take away the child of my friend. The
angered mother having seen that her child was being taken away,
seized the owner�s hair and began to beat her at the stopped trol-
ley bus. If she had taken the child we would have to return back.
That woman, two children and me changed our trolley bus at every
station being afraid that the owner will catch up by a taxi. First
night we slept under the bushes. We hadn�t documents. We knew
the police wouldn�t help us because they had a share in this business.

The owners would be looking for u sin such places as under-
ground, so the only thing we could do was to collect bottles t buy
some food for our children. Once when we failed to find anything
we decided to get down into the underground for 10�15 minutes
to beg some money and buy food for our children. We just sat
when a woman approached us and asked: �Why are you sitting
here?� We told her the truth. She proposed to get out of the
underground because it was dangerous to talk there. We went
outside. The same day she invited us to her place. She was a com-
mitted Baptist. For two days we were sleeping and couldn�t
awake as we were very exhausted. Then we went to her pastor
and told him our story. He called a Christian policeman who
went for our documents to get those back from our owners. He
was successful and even got train tickets for us. The day before
our leaving my baby was born. The church helped me as much
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as they could. They asked me to stay with them while the baby
gets stronger, then we returned home. No doubt here, in your
own place you will got job, you can fulfill your needs. Don�t
believe them who offers good job and lot of money, they are liars.
Pray to God, read the Bible, the Lord hears you and loves you as
you are. He won�t leave His children in need or sorrow.�

Prayer of a Slave
I turn to you my Lord
I am worn out, sorrowful, bewildered.
Help me!

You created me
through Adam's rib
You made me the mother
of Your son
You forgave me when I was an adulteress,
You asked me for water
when I was a Samaritan
Help me!
Your daughter, is asking it with humility.

Men has not treated me as You did:
they raped me
they sold me

They trampled on me
they used me and shattered me,
My body, the temple of Your Love,
was and still is profaned.
How long shall I stand it?
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You enabled me
to procreate: pure and innocent children,
who have become hard and ruthless men.
But what am I?
I am neither a daughter nor a mother now,
only a thing to be used.

They say I represent the other half of heaven,
but they make me live in hell.
What am I?

Help me to understand. To rebel,
to rose with love and mildness
against their power.
Lord, please,
make them become aware
and feel remorse for the evil they did
not only to me, but also to You,
to the harmony and beauty 
of your creation
Amen

Giuliana Giammetti
Deacon of the Baptist Church on

via del Teatro Valle in Rome, Italy
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Don't forget we have website: 
www.ebwu.org 

Visit it please and share with us 
your experiences!
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�TOGETHER TO SERVE�

Project of Missions 
in Mozambique by Portuguese

Baptist Women

It was with this moti-
vation � to serve � that
we gave up our holidays
and travelled to Beira,
a city in Mozambique,
where our missionaries
Eduardo and Isabel live.
They are working in
Theological Education
in Mozambique with

the support of the partnership between EBM (European Baptist
Mission) and Portuguese Baptist Convention.

The Women�s President Claudia de Sousa travelled on the 20th
July for being present and participate at the General Assembly of
the Mozambican Baptist
Women. She spoke to
the Assembly and met
with the presidents of
the different local groups.
These meetings were
used to establish projects
of cooperation among
Portuguese and Mozam-
bican women.

On the 27th July the other two women of the team, Noémia
Pereira, who is Executive Secretary of the Women�s Union, and



Laura Coelho, a professional dressmaker, left Portugal to meet
Cláudia and the missionary couple.

Beira is the second city of the Country and is recovering little
by little from war and destruction. At the local Baptist church
they met all the people (man, women and youth) interested in
the different Courses. The women had to work in the mornings
in their farms (machambas) and cook for the family. In the after-
noon they came to learn

WE OFFERED THREE COURSES:

ll Sewing � (52 people including 3 young men). They sepa-
rated into two groups (morning and afternoon). They had to
buy more fabric and sewing materials in order to teach all the
people, and also one more sewing machine. 
ll Women�s Leadership � (16 women). They learnt several
aspects of leading a group, preparing meetings, planning
activities, and different ideas for ministering to women.
ll Training of Sunday School Teachers � (22 students). They
could learn how to prepare a Bible Story and how to present it
to different age groups. They also learnt how to use daily life
materials to transform in puppets, posters, crafts for bible
stories and bible verses.

During two years women in Portugal raised money in churches,
Retreats, Regional Meetings and in Summer Camps for this project.
We paid the trip of the team and also bought materials. Many
materials for Sunday School and Leadership were prepared and
reproduced. We thank the Lord for each women who shared her
offering.

We blessed our sisters from Mozambique and we were blessed
by them. This was a wonderful experience which will help the
proclamation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ among all
peoples of the earth. Together, hand-in-hand we serve the Lord!

Margarida Barros
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MMiissssiioonn
among the children

Grain of Wheat Foundation was established to organise camps for children
from any families, who are allowed to spend time with Christian leaders,
and study the Bible through their summer holidays. We had got a report
about their work. 

�I can do everything through Him who gives me strength� 
Phil. 4:13

I discovered the reality of this biblical truth throughout the sum-
mer and even before, as I was preparing the camps. When all the
summer was full with camps, not a week was left free, we were
given two more invitations to England. First, I was delighted
about them, then I started to think, whether we were capable of
organizing these extra camps or should we just say thank you for
the possibilities and leave them unused, when the Spirit reminded
me: �You can do everything through Him who gives you strength�.
Then we started to pray for the details: for a good team, for a
school who accepts the invitation, and sends the children, for a
good bus to travel with and for the finances too. This is how we
ended up organizing six camps in England, two of them in col-
laboration with churches, and two with schools. 

We had 198 children in England, many of them had a life-changing
experience with the Lord and returned home as different persons,
having Jesus Christ as a personal Savior.
The Lord provided everything, children, parents who collaborated
with us, camp-leaders, committed Christians to help in the camps,
local people in England to help the groups, vehicles, finances, food
etc... Each group had the possibility of enjoying the hospitality
of English churches when having barbecues together, common

26 News and Views  



programs with local young people. It would be rather difficult to
give account about the �Thanks� we got from the parents after
the camps... May the Lord make it possible to all of them who
tasted the goodness of the Lord and how nice it is to study His
Word and commit their lives to the Living God.

Some details from the few of the children:
� In Dover in Kent The Mayor welcomed the group in the
town hall. One 12 years old boy who speaks very good
English approached the mayor and asked him: �Sir, have you
ever accepted Jesus in your heart?�

� From the second camp the camp leader wrote me a text
message saying: �On the last evening we worshipped and
then we invited the kids to come to the Lord. 70% of them
prayed the salvation prayer with their counselors.� Than he
added: �I�d be happy to have another camp with the same
children.�

Gary Barrow, the camp leader wrote: �God is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us� Eph. 3:20
He wrote about David, a 14 years old boy: �He was one of the
first ones who raised his hand to receive Jesus as his Lord and 
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Savior. After that I saw a complete transformation in him. He was
full of questions about Jesus and the Bible. He wasn�t satisfied:
he had a hunger and just wanted to know more.�

Margit, a sweet girl told me: �I can�t say how wonderful to have
Jesus in my heart� Alexandra, a 14 years old girl arrived to the
camp with a broken heart. Her only brother is in prison in South
America for drug dealing. She was among the first ones who
invited Jesus into her life.

Our camps in Switzerland and Germany were also very successful.
The Lord opens doors and through these doors many children
enter His Kingdom. Praise His name! The camps in Hungary
were filled with children from Serbia. We had two groups at Lake
Balaton, which is a popular tourist place. These children came
from a poor country, where they live as a minority under pressure,
without feeling secure and confident in their homeland. Rising
racism makes their lives fearful and tense. All the families were
happy to have the possibility to send their children to Hungary
for a holiday. In our camps they studied the Bible, they had got
good, nourishing food, exciting programs and an English language
course, too. The majority of them called Jesus Christ into their
lives and would like to return next year. These two camps were
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sponsored by a Swiss donor, may the Lord honor him according
to the measure of the Bible. Our camps abroad were self-financed.

The work in the orphanage is going on; once or twice a month
we visit a home where hundreds of children live without being
loved by parents. For those, who stay there even at the weekends
we organize programs: games, competitions, Bible teaching,
singing, puppet-shows etc... We invite some of them to our home
for the school holidays.

Several times a year we travel to Serbia to visit the children. Our
collaborators there are very diligent in continuing the work we

started, they do a brilliant
follow-up work. They borrow
the theatre to invite 300-
350 children for Saturdays,
and they visit them in their
homes, too. The churched
children are like missionaries
in their villages inviting

their friends to the events we organize there.
As the work keeps growing we realize the importance of training
the camp leaders and helpers.
If the Lord helps us, we will
hold a training seminar for a
weekend in the spring. Please,
pray for us to accomplish
what the Lord expects us to
do in His field. �From Him
the whole body, joined and
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds
itself up in love, as each part does its work.� Eph.4:16.

Eva Szilagyi
Grain of Wheat Foundation
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Time
Hi Everyone!!! I pray everyone is doing well, and is finding
time for God. That is the hardest thing for me because it
is so easy to say that we have too much going on, and are
too tired. So please take the time to read it. God Bless 

Subject: READ ONLY IF YOU HAVE TIME FOR GOD

God, when I received this e-mail, I thought... I don't have time
for this and, this is really inappropriate during work. Then, I
realized that this kind of thinking is... Exactly, what has caused
lot of the problems in our world today. 

We try to keep God in church on Sunday morning... Maybe,
Sunday night...And, the unlikely event of a midweek service. We
do like to have Him around during sickness...And, of course, at
funerals. However, we don't have time, or room, for Him during
work or play..Because... That's the part of our lives we think...
We can, and should, handle on our own. May God forgive me for
ever thinking... That there is a time or place where... HE is not to
be FIRST in my life. We should always have time to remember
all HE has done for us. 

The Poem
I knelt to pray but not for long, 
I had too much to do. 
I had to hurry and get to work for bills would soon be due. 
So I knelt and said a hurried prayer, 
and jumped up off my knees. 
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My Christian duty was now done 
My soul could rest at ease. 
All day long I had no time 
To spread a word of cheer. 
No time to speak of Christ to friends, 
They'd laugh at me I'd fear. 

No time, no time, too much to do, That was my constant cry, 
No time to give to souls in need 
but at last the time, the time to die. 
I went before the Lord, I came, I stood with downcast eyes. 
For in his hands God held a book; It was the book of life. 

God looked into his book and said 
Your name I cannot find. 
I once was going to write it down... 
But never found the time" 

Sent by Erika Balla
from Australia

Why Women Cry...
A little boy asked his mother, �Why are you crying?�

�Because I'm a woman,� she told him. �I don't understand,� he
said. His Mom just hugged him and said, �And you never will.�
Later the little boy asked his father, �Why does mother seem to
cry for no reason?� �All women cry for no reason,� was all his dad
could say. 

The little boy grew up and became a man, still wondering
why women cry. Finally he put in a call to God. When God got
on the phone, he asked, �God, why do women cry so easily?�

God said: When I made the woman she had to be special. I
made her shoulders strong enough to carry the weight of the
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world, yet gentle enough to give comfort. I gave her an inner
strength to endure childbirth and the rejection that many times
comes from her children. I gave her a hardness that allows her to
keep going when everyone else gives up, and take care of her
family through sickness and fatigue without complaining. I gave
her the sensitivity to love her children under any and all circum-
stances, even when her child has hurt her very badly. I gave her
strength to carry her husband through his faults and fashioned
her from his rib to protect his heart. I gave her wisdom to know
that a good husband never hurts his wife, but sometimes tests
her strengths and her resolve to stand beside him unfalteringly.
And finally, I gave her a tear to shed. This is hers exclusively to
use whenever it is needed.�

�You see my son,� said God, �the beauty of a woman is not
in the clothes she wears, the figure that she carries, or the way
she combs her hair. The beauty of a woman must be seen in her
eyes, because that is the doorway to her heart � the place where
love resides.� 

NNNNEEEEWWWWSSSS
Women in Serbia

had a wonderful con-
ference in Beograd.
As they gathered
together they felt
the presence of the
Spirit of Love, the
unity in Christ. May
the Lord bless all the
Baptist women in
Serbia!
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Praise the Lord
for what He had done among us in Birmingham, for the
new leaders, for the safeness of our meeting, for the good
athmosphere, for the new connections, friendships and for
all blessings, what we mightn't roll here, but we had got
through the Leadership Conference in Birmingham! 

Prayer requests 
FOR ALBANIA

1. Pray for women in Albania how they can serve in God's
call.

2. Pray for the organizing of Albania Baptist Women Union

3. Pray for women are trafficked.

4. Pray for Muslim women to come to know Jesus Christ.

5. Pray for pastors and their wifes as they carry out the mission
in serving churches and planting the new churches.

6. Pray for leaders in Albanian Churches to be strenghten
from the Spirit of God as they lead churches. 

7. Pray for unity amonf churches

8. Pray for the new Goverment and new Parliament after
election and for to fight curruption and to serve in coun-
try's needs.

9. Pray for the young believers to commit themselves to
Christ and serve.

10. Pray for the Christians families to be strong int he Lord
and continuing serving.
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