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Taste and see that the Lord is good;
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

Psalm 34:8

Have you heard the story of the optimist and
the pessimist as they were walking throught the
desert? Their water was coming to an end. 

Looking at the bottle, the pessimist said, 
�We have only half a bottle of water.�.  
The optimist said, 
�We still have half a bottle of water!�.

This little story shows me what it means to be �Seeing with New
Eyes!�. We have HOPE as a gift from our Lord as we look to the
better part of our life ahead. Regardless of what happens, we are
free to experience the love of God and see His provision in ALL
things. We know there are many types of personalities, thus many
types of circumstances. The question we must ask ourselves is
whether we are optimistic or pessimistic in each situation. Some
may feel sad. Some may feel disappointed. Some may even feel
anger. But, we must never forget we serve the One who leads us in
all situations� our Heavenly Father.

I would encourage each of you to see the world with New Eyes!
See what the Lord wants for you to do in your present situation.  See
how He would like to use you in His service. See as the Good
Samaritan�a neighbor in need.  May you will be the one:

1 to dry the tears,
2 to teach the people to laugh again,
3 to live in harmony and peace.

He wants you to demonstrate a Christ-like love to ALL of your
neighbors, your children and your parents. They also need to SEE
the love of God. Therefore, see yourselves as a channel to share His
love, bandage their wounds and care for them unconditionally.  

While you serve those in need, our Lord will also serve you.
Proverbs 11:25 says, �A generous man will prosper; he who refresh-
es others will himself be refreshed.� In other words, bless and you
will be blessed. Rejoice in Him!

See the world around you with New Eyes.
Anikó Újvári
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God knows everything and He knows that the only way to produce
more fruit is to get out His pruning knife and to do important
gardener�s work. This is very painful when God does it but His
heart bleeds and it hurts Him even more, I think, than it hurts us.
It wasn�t easy for me to go through surgeries, sufferings, sorrows,
family difficulties, problems with hyperactive child� Many of
them had occurred because God had put His pruning knife to
work. I could imagine myself as naked, ugly, bleeding stump
after those experiences. But consciousness that I have been pruned
by Father is very comforting, I can trust Him absolutely.  

Now we have spring season. The nature is vibrant with life in
full. I suppose that many of us could tell it about the service they
are engaged in.

For me  personally, participation in the conference of sisters from
Switzerland in which 100 women from almost all churches par-
ticipated was a nice experience.  The theme of the meeting �Who
is my neighbour?� presented in a  lecture and a drama was a big
inspiration to see our neighbour in a new way. 

Katharina Bevilacqua, Ewa Gutkowska, Christa Waekerlin, Ursi Nittnaus
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Dear Sisters,
In March when I was in Switzerland we
went to visit one sister from the Swiss
Women�s Committee to have the meet-
ing together. We passed field of ugly
stumps. Looking at them I could hardly
imagine what they really were so I asked
Christa: What are these? Are they
grapevines? Yes, they are our grapevines
� she answered.

I looked at them in silence. In my heart
arose the question addressed to God:
�Father am I so ugly before you prune
me?� And at once very well known words

came to my mind from John 15:1�2: �I am the real vine, and my
Father is the gardener (vinedresser). He breaks of every branch in me that
does not bear fruit, and he prunes every brunch that does bear fruit, so
that it will be clean and bear more fruit�. Jesus said that it is the
Father, who holds the pruning knife in His hand and prunes
those who belongs to Him. I thought about it and suddenly the
next question arose in my mind. Father prunes those of us who
are already bearing fruit. So what is the pruning process for? The
answer is simple: that we can bear more fruit.

It was winter season.  From men�s point of view it is important to
cut and to prune all the branches. What about our life? There is also
winter season when we can not bear fruit. Of course we like more
the glorious fruit-bearing season. But when the winter season
comes than Father�s sharp knife mercilessly prunes away the abun-
dant leaves of pride and long stems of independency from God of
our past time of productivity. It is very easy to start to think that
fruit-bearing season is our own achievement, that we are really
good, that this is our success, our work�
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There are big world events before us � the Leadership Conference
and the Congress in Birmingham.  There are a lot of preparations
also for the EBWU committee. Please pray for all work con-
cerning the meetings and that God will use us to see Him and
our life with New Eyes and to experience Jesus Christ as the
Living Water. My hope is to see many of you in Birmingham.

�May peace be with all of you who belong to Christ.�

Prayerfully,
Ewa Gutkowska
EBWU President

Dear sisters in Europe,
We are the body of Christ 1.Cor 12:12. We are one body with
many different parts. 

When one part rejoices, the other parts rejoice as well; when one
part suffers, the others suffer with it and support it.

Dear sisters, I have really experienced the reality of these words
this last year.  Last autumn, in about 2 months time, my husband
went into eternity (he had a brain tumour).  It was sudden and
shocking news.  After his death I experienced physical, spiritual
and emotional breakdown.  Fortunately, I have 3 children, who
were and are with me.  During my husband�s sickness and after
his death many people prayed for our family. Even though this
time was really hard, we experienced God�s blessing of joy and
relief in the everyday things and the small things. 

My husband was like a ripe fruit on the tree, which was taken off
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The EBWU committee had annual business meeting in Cyprus at
the beginning of April and soon after that there took place, planned
long before, conference for Middle East women. Among participants
there were women from Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. It
was the first time when God brought them together and for Iraqi
and Egyptian sisters it was the first contact with EBWU. �Working
together for Christ� was the theme of this meeting. Through the
Bible Study, workshops, testimonies we realized again that we are
God�s co-workers and how important is the ministry in unity.
The testimonies about how God works in this part of the world
also during the wartime, particularly from Iraqi sisters were very
moving. We could pray for each other and for the peace in this
area. All participants were inspired to continue area meetings.

Next, very important and very moving event was in Budapest
April 14-16. The EBF with cooperation of the Hungarian Baptist
Aid organized Consultation on Human Trafficking. 
In these conferences participated Baptist delegates (men and
women) from 29 European and the Middle East countries and
also those who are involved in Non-Governmental Organizations
that to help the victims of the trafficked women.
The purposes of the Consultation to unite the European Baptist
in a network to move against the evil and destructive forces
involved in the trafficking of women and children across our
European borders and to work towards the creation of a network
of partners were achieved.
You can read more about it in the Conference Message.
Through this meeting we could see the importance of prayer. In
reply for two years prayer Hungarian Baptist Aid received from
the government Shelter house for victims of the trafficking and
violence in the family. This is new, renovated and well equipped
place for about 150 persons. We could visit this place and met
the first woman, who had  found there help and asylum. I will
remember her smiling face for a long time. Please pray for this spe-
cial place and women who can find the freedom in Jesus Christ.
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EExxeeccuuttiivvee  mmeeeett  
MMiiddddllee  EEaasstteerrnn  wwoommeenn  

aatt  CCyypprruuss
Like every year the executive committee held its meeting.

Usually we do this in one of the countries of our member unions,
but this year we chose to meet at Cyprus. This had of course a
special reason.

Probably you know that since a few years we try to organise
smaller conferences besides our big European Conference. In this
way we have had a conference for New and Young Leaders and a
regional conference for women from the countries around the
Balkan. These both were wonderful experiences. That is why we
took up the challenge to invite women from the Middle Eastern
countries for another regional conference.

To avoid visa problems we chose to have this conference at
Cyprus, where we were hosted at the centre of the Middle
Eastern Reformed Federation. It was a wonderful place and Rev.
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by the Gardener in its time. The moment at which he left and
also the time after that opened up to me the Kingdom of heaven
from a different point of reality. That unseen world is very close
and very real: God, eternity, that is what we believe in. I could
almost see it all.

Just after Ilmar�s (my husband�s) death, I stayed at home. I was
physically and in every other way so broken, that I could not do
anything. And at that time I received an encouragement from one
of the sisters of our church, �Let the prayers of others carry you now.�

And I let these prayers carry me. It was very hard, but God has
shown me great mercy. Step by step, he led me through that sor-
row and has renewed my strengths. 

I have truly experienced how all the prayers and your prayers
dear sisters and brothers in Europe, have carried me. And they
are still carrying me!

This time that God has given us, life on this earth, is important,
but so short comparing to what awaits us for eternity - our dear
Lord Jesus. Then we shall know Him fully (1.Cor. 13-12).

Dear brothers and sisters, it is exciting to live with Jesus already
on this earth and it is even more exciting to be with Him for
eternity. It is worth to love Him, to serve Him and to give our-
selves fully to Him. 

Thank you once again for your prayers! �Seeing with new eyes� is
our motto for this year. 

I have seen my Lord, my life and the people beside me with new
eyes.

Continue seeing with new eyes!
Livija Lame
EBWU vice president
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We also realise we need each other to be able to do this work
and only in this way we can do this work for Him.

This theme we also used for the Middle Eastern conference
which followed our meeting: 'Working for Christ together'. 

Once again we experienced that in Christ there is no east nor
west. We could all recognise each other as sisters and workers
together for Him. Seven countries we'd invited, from five a group
of women came together to share, to learn, to experience, to wor-
ship, sing and pray and get to know each other. Sisters from
Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon were present. Hopefully
another time also the women from Syria and Turkey can be pres-
ent as well.   

We were grateful for those who could be present. It was spe-
cial to be able to meet two young women from the Baptist
church in Iraq and to hear from them how God is working in
their country. But also in the other countries the women feel that

in whatever situation they or their country is in, God has been
with them in the past and will be in the future. The testimony of
our blind sister from Lebanon was very moving and inspiring too
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Victor Atallah and his wife Lisa made us feel more than welcome
and offered us their help in many ways.

As a committee we started with our usual meeting. All officers
reported on their activities of the past year. The report of our pres-
ident Ewa concerning her travels was as always very interesting.
She tries to meet with as many sisters as possible within our union.

The report of our treasurer Elisabeth is also very important
because we'd like to make good use of the money raised by all of
you. Of course we pay our share for the BWA Women's Depart-
ment, but with the other part we try to assist in special projects in
our continent on request of some of our member unions. And of
course we need money for conferences and meetings like the ones
I mentioned. Since we have two this year; the Middle Eastern Con-
ference and the BWA Women Leadership Conference in Birming-
ham a big part of our money will be used for scholarships.

Then we also had reports like on our magazine, News & Views,
by its editor, Aniko. This is a wonderful means of communication
to inform the sisters in Europe about the experiences and plans
you have within your unions. More modern is our website, which
concept is valued and which we experience as a challenge for
enlarging the contact we can have with each other.

Several of the committee have had contact with you as unions.
We still have the wish to do this in better ways then we do now
and are looking for this and discussing this during our meeting.

Also some news from the BWA and the EBF was shared. We
always realise we are part of this bigger fellowship of Baptist men
and women.  

Prayer is an important part of our meeting. We have many
things to be grateful for and many things to bring before our
God. We very often feel unable to do this work within the
EBWU and really need the help of God to do this. It is a won-
derful, but big task and all of us feel that without God's help, it
is an impossible task. 
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Personally for me as a western woman, who has never experi-
enced any war, the stories from all these women are moving and
impressive. They make me more aware and grateful for what I
have. But to be honest too, I sometimes envy their big faith and
trust in God in difficult situations. I am very grateful that I could
be part of this conference. To experience this great sense of unity
we can only have because of God's great love for us. And the pos-
sibility as well as the challenge we are given to be working for
Christ together.

Janny Kingma
EBWU secretary

First time
It was my firt time to attend the women�s conference. We

were from many countries: from Middle East, East Europe and
West Europe. I realized that we are all one in Christ, even we are
from many places. We speak many different languages, we have
different cultures, but Jesus can combine us together to be one
in Him and this is great. 

The amazing part for me was hearing the testemonies and
the experiences about the life and the Christian ministry from
many women from East European countries. I have known only
about the communism and the Soviet Union in general. And I know
only a little bit about the political situation from the press and TV
about the countries after the breaking of the communism.

I felt like I am in Heaven especially when we heard and shared
many songs (some songs are translated and has the same tone)
with many languages. We saw and heard about different cultures
and traditions for first time and the ladies were so kind, I am
sure it is the fruit of the holy spirit in them. 

Some times we think that we are the only christian people who
have challenges cause we live in middle east with many and differ-
ent religions, but we learned and observed that each area has its
challenges. We are living as strangers in the world but we have hope
that our Lord Jesus Christ is with us forever buy the holy spirit.

Now I have many things to do like praying for the new countries
that I know about them and to establish the baptist Egyptian
women's union. I covet for your prayer for achievement of this
new work.

Let our Lord bless you richly!
Almess Youssif 
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Don't forget we have website: 
www. ebwu.org 

Visit it please and share with us 
your experiences!



people is not very acceptable; people will thing you are crazy.
I ended up in Canada. While there I figured since I am a good

girl with good Christian principles. I got a job, a car, money, boy
friend, a guy I was going to marry but still that was not satisfying!
I was going to church every Sunday and meeting other believers
but my kind of faith was not doing me any good. I thought harder
and harder but to no avail! I became more miserable and hit
bottom! I wished I'd die and thought of committing suicide! I
felt sick in the mind with no one to help me, far away from
home! But one day when I really was at the end of my robe, I
found myself going to my Bible and opening it as if someone told
me that the answer is there now (I know now that it was the
Holy Spirit directing me). I opened my Bible to Romans and I
read out of desperation. I read and read and read and while read-
ing felt like the words were like medicine restoring my health. I
was slowly getting healed and brought back to life from death!
Praise the Lord, so I read more and more, morning, noon and
night and again I was feeling better and better all the time. Joy
flooded my heart and I got peace that passes all understanding!
I did not know what was happening! I just know that I am alive
and happy! I wrote down verses from the Bible and hanged then
on my board and read them over and over again. Those verses
were lit up and did something in me! I did this for around 3
months. At the end of 3 months I felt like a new person; no more
questions, no depression and appreciative of each little thing in
my life and have so much love in my heart to others. I began to
notice the beauty of nature outside; the fall in Canada is beauti-
ful, did not notice it before! I have no more fear of death. I
praised the Lord and thank him for this wonderful change.

After that I got encouraged and the Lord gave me the ability
to go to college and I got a degree in library science while at the
same time working�

I attended a Baptist church and started to grow in the Lord. I
lived with 3 different Christian girls for 12 years. They influenced
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The testimony of Nawal Nehme 
from Lebanon

I grew up in a traditional Christian home in south Lebanon in
a small village called Deirmimas. My parents were nominal
Christians but my grandma was a believer and was known in
town for her good faith, good heart and her opened home for the
poor, needy and foreigners. Even though I did go to Sunday
School when I was younger but the stories I heard from the Bible
had no effect on my life. When I was 14 one girl, the same age,
passed away. That shook me and made me wonder �when my
turn will come�! I thought about death and dying; how, why,
when and where was I going when I die and also what is expected
of me here on earth? I was going to church all these years but it
seemed that church had nothing to do with the answers to my
silent questions. That year I went to a Christian camp and there
I heard the message of salvation and was given an altar call. But I
thought, �Well, it should be more complicated to get to know the
creator of the universe!! When I was in high school I attended
chapel every single day with several invitations to give my life but
then because of the peer pressure I was afraid to do it. Kids made
fun of those who did! When I became 18 my uncle gave me a
diamond ring but I got no thrill receiving it because these material
things did not give me much happiness plus what good is in it if
I die. I was scared of death, funerals ambulances and hospitals.

After high school I got a job as a secretary. I was unhappy and
wondered what on earth is wrong with me! All my friends are
having a good time go out partying and what have you, except
me! At age 23 I had a chance to leave Lebanon and go to Canada.
I figured perhaps if I go, I will have more freedom, more money, a
car a boy friend etc� I will be happier and will snap out of it and
perhaps over there I will have my answers or perhaps I can go to a
psychiatrist or a counselor of some sort. In my country going to such
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village had lots of refugees that had fled from Beirut and Sidon
to the south. The people were afraid and very receptive. I was
asked to have several meetings in homes and also we opened the
Presbyterian Church and had one meeting on Sunday. The church
was closed at that time. God was giving me what to say and
teach. I have never in my life taught Sunday school, never directed
a meeting nor had experience in any church function. I had to
start from scratch and learn from the Holy Spirit who guided me
and instructed me� During that time, about 5 months after, God
spoke to me through many people that I should stay in Lebanon.
That the people enjoy what I am sharing and that my town needs
me and so on. The Lord gave me a taste of the ministry at the
time after which I could not sit still! I took a decision to stay but
I had to go back to Canada to resign my job, pack my clothes
and come back. So, after 5 months of doing missionary work I
went back to my job in Canada and 5 months passed after which
I felt like I did not want to go to Lebanon! Friends and loved ones
got in my way thinking I am crazy to go back when people were
leaving the country because of the war. Of course when the Lord
spoke to me no one heard him but me! That is why they did not
understand me. For one whole year I prayed to God to open a
door of ministry for me in Canada. This way I did not have to go
back to Lebanon because after I had a taste of serving the Lord I
could not sit still any longer! I hated my job, disliked Canada and
was getting extremely restless. I had such a conflict not knowing
what to do. At one time I thought I never want to go back to
Lebanon and I felt I belong in Canada but now I felt I hate it and
instead the Lord gave me love for Lebanon and a burden for my
own people. How else was he going to get me out of there!!!?   

During that year, one of the hardest in my life, I was miserable,
unhappy, lost my peace, depressed and wondered what is wrong
with me again! I had to go to several counselors, a psychiatrist
but I got no help. But then one good Christian counselor advised
me to go home where God wanted me! I was ignoring the Lord's
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my life positively. The Lord put me in touch with the right people
to fellowship with and grow in the Lord. I attended as well an
Arabic Baptist church in order to hymn sing and pray in Arabic.
So, I spent lots of time in church compensating for the lost years
in my life. I was 26 at the time and was hungry for the word of
God. After a while I started praying to God to send me some-
where to serve him either in Canada or somewhere else, but not
to Lebanon! Perhaps it is probably that I had bad memories of
the time I lived there; those unhappy years of childhood. At the
mean time two of my cousins passed away at the time of the war.
That drew my attention to my family back there that did not
know the Lord. Where will they go if they die heaven or hell! So,
at age 37 God spoke to me to go home for one year to share my
faith with my family.  So, I took a leave of absence for one year
and went back home. Even though there was war going on, I did
not care because I had peace in my heart about it. That was in
1983. As soon as I arrived I was so happy to find some American
missionaries trying hard to reach my people with the message of
salivation! They were struggling with the language and praying
for God to send someone to translate for them the message from
English to Arabic. So, here I come to meet Violet Kelly sharing
in Sunday school with little kids the word of God. I was in tears
and thankful to the Lord for those missionaries that leave home
to go to other countries to serve God. There was another couple
as well, Ed Rogers and his family. They both worked for the Voice
of Hope radio station here and their spare time they picked my
village to start a work there. Hallelujah� they were happy to
meet me and tried to convince me to stay in Lebanon and leave
Canada far good. I can of course speak the language and made
me feel responsible for my own people. So, I said OK I will pray
about it.

Meanwhile I started a meeting in my home. I invited the
neighbors 12 of then and shared with them my experience with
the Lord and we prayed for our war torn country. At the time the
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gram and the church was packed, they attacked us and took
some of our young men to prison for few days, and advised us not
to meet again because we are meeting in a home and not a
church and we are not registered in the government under any
denomination.

The Presbyterian Church at that time was closed and so we
ended up going to the head of that church to ask permission to
meet in the church. We were told that we will be given the church
but on condition we will become Presbyterians and we will be
assigned a pastor by them. Most of us were influenced by the
Baptist church and were baptized�

It turned out that we did not get along with the pastor. He
was too traditional for our taste and there is some difference in
our practice as opposed to his. On the other hand we needed him
in order to go on with our activities especially Sunday School and
Bible Study etc� we needed to be covered by some denomina-
tion  and meet in a church building we were told. So, we decided
we will have an additional meeting on Sunday night to the Sunday
morning one with the pastor. So, we started our own meeting on
Sunday night in my home and that lasted for 10 years; all the
period we met at the Presbyterian Church. The Lord used this
period to train some young men to teach and preach. We learned
from books, tapes and the Holy Spirit. The Lord raised 3 young
men from our group to serve him as teachers and preachers and so
we carried on with the church activities usual without the help of
the pastor. The pastor only came for the Sunday morning service.
So after 10 years of prayers asking the Lord to send us a different
pastor, God was training us to become his servants. 

After 10 years of struggling we had a big argument with that
pastor. He accused us of being Baptists and not Presbyterians! He
said it so many times that drove us to leave him and really join
the Baptist church! At this time we were free of the Israeli
occupation and were again under the Lebanese authorities. This
has been 5 years since that happened one of the young men got
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voice! So, I packed my clothes inspirit of my feeling, and returned.
It was a joy to arrive and find a group of believes meeting

already in my home town! I joined them and served together for
the last 20 years. 

A couple years after, I have spent quite a bit of my own money,
not caring where my next penny was going to come, the lord had
a beautiful surprise for me. I got news from some distant cousins
that they are going to support me financially. This is a family of
believers whose parents left my village 40 years before to America.
They accepted the Lord in the states and since then for 40 years
they prayed that God send a missionary to their home town to
reach people with the message of salvation. Even though this
village is 100% Christian, they are nominal Christians. They
believed that I was an answer to their parent's prayers! Their
parents never returned to the village� I was in tears to think
that I am an answer to someone's prayers like this!! What a great
God we have. This family has been helping me through out the
last 20 years. I had told the Lord that I would never want to ask
for any penny! I am so thankful to the Lord for their faithfulness.
Their prayers and their obedience to him to help me out. They
are the Basil family; Frank, Minnie and Becky and their nephew
Billy Brown from lancing Michigan. They are my mother's cousins.

Now, since I am the oldest of the group of believers meeting
in my home town, I had to be their model! That was not easy!
Since I have never had any training, I had to depend totally on
the Lord! I was 37 years old at the time, a late blooming! The
Lord helped me, taught me to lead the group. Our number grew
and we were envy of the traditional churches around us! They
assumed that we are stealing their sheep! They got together, 3 of
them, and complained to the authorities. At the time we were
occupied by the Israelis in South Lebanon. We were threatened and
asked to stop our meetings otherwise we would be in trouble but
we continued as we thought we should obey the Lord rather than
men. So, one day on Easter Sunday after we had our Easter pro-
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the surface and float. Quite easy to pour off, most of it anyway.
Sometimes God allows us to come into the waters of testing.

Is he trying to see what we are like? Would he like to select and
eliminate, because he would like to preserve us for the future?

Don�t forget, however � the hand that purifies is also the hand
that preserves. In contrast to fruit, our fate is not to be merciless-
ly disposed of if we are found wanting in any way. God�s glorious
purpose and intention really is to preserve � to save and to keep.
If we allow him to take us, blemishy fruits, in hand, then he is
actually able to renew us, to give us a future and a hope so that
we might not have to share the fate of substandard fruit.

Aniko Williams
Illustrated by Klára Pap

�When you pass through the waters I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.�

[Isaiah 43,2]

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow.
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply.
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.
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ordained last summer and now we are a registered church. One
of the other young men is an evangelist, who goes to different
churches and the third one is in the States pastoring an Arabic
church and studying for his master's program. 

Thank God for our small church because wherever our mem-
bers go they are in charge of some activities and good workers.

Presently, we are meeting in a house again. It is a gift of the
heart to us from my uncles also a Brasil family, Nawfel, Kamil
and George Basil. It is small for our activities but thank God we
have it so, we trust the Lord to provide for us a piece of land and
financial support in order to have our own church building. We
are sure the Lord is going to do it because he promised never to
leave us or forsake us and He proved it the last 20 years. Please
pray with us and for us.

Thank you.

Red Currants
in the Pulpit

The kitchen was full of fruit. I was getting ready to preserve
some of the wonderful gifts of the garden that we were blessed
with in the summer.

One of the first steps to make sure that this procedure succeeds
is to clean the fruit and to eliminate any that are blemishy, along
with any foreign material that might have got mixed up with it.

When washing fruit � be it red currants, strawberries or
plums � I have often noticed how easy it is to spot the imperfect
ones as soon as I put them into water. A different colour, maybe
a bit brown or suspiciously soft etc. � the water reveals the state
of things. Also, any straw, leaves, bits of branch etc. come to
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will? According to her testimony God has given her courage and
strength. And she has doubled her ministry for the Lord.

OKSANA BUSKO 
FROM TERNOPOL

Mother of three kids. Her husband
died in car accident. He was a very
devoted for the ministry person. It was
very difficult for Oksana to accept the
reality. She was so hopeless that wanted
to suicide. God has stopped her and
forgave her giving her a new gift, and
today she is not only sings, but also
wrights songs (words and music). She
was named a filly widow. 

SISTER SVETLANA MATSOLA
FROM KAPATHIAN VILLAGE

Being a widow with five children is
a hard destiny. When Svetlana received
an invitation to participate in the con-
ference she was surprised that somebody
knows about her. The children were
happy that they are not forgotten.
Step by step God led her family. Lord
has provided food and clothes for the
family. 

As a real support and strengthening were the words of trust
in the Lord and testimonies of the aged nun widows, who always
put their hope in God. (Widow Andronik from Belarus). 

There were many prayers, lots of thanks to God and many
new friend relations. Renewed and encouraged in His trust all
sisters left home.                                    Nadia Kommendant
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NNNNEEEEWWWWSSSS
Widow�s conference

in Ukraine
On 6th of November in one of the Kiev Churches has been

held a Conference for Widows under the theme: �� and let thy
widows trust in me.� (Jer 49:11)

About 200 widows have come for this conference, mostly
from Kiev and Kiev oblast. At the Conference also participated the
widows who raise their kids by themselves. 

The Leadership of the Baptist Union, one brother from Minnesota
and pastor of the local church greeted widows. Also, we had aged
nun widows from Belarus and Russia. 

The young widows shared their concerns:

LUBA  SAMOPHAL FROM NOVOMOSKOVSK,
DNEPROPETROVSK OBLAST.

Her husband was Gospel servant,
and she was regent. What a wonderful
duet in the ministry. Every time when
her husband left home for a ministry in
other places their farewell was like the
last one. But, at the day when her hus-
band crashed in car accident they had
no farewell with words of love and
encouragement. By that time they had
a daughter. Having buried the husband
she found out that she was pregnant.
Their second daughter was born 8 month
later. How to admit that is was God�s
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the difficulties of co-operation across our continent in the prose-
cution of the perpetrators and the rehabilitation of the victims,
especially in the �countries of destination�. We realise that action
is needed internationally, nationally as well as at the local level.

4. We have been challenged to face up to the economic context
of human trafficking, where sex is treated like a commodity to be
bought and sold on demand and where there is such a market
created for it by men.  It is this excessive demand which fuels the
growth of trafficked persons across our continent.

5. We have been impressed by hearing of what NGOs and other
agencies, including some of our churches, are doing to care for the
victims of trafficking and have heard of the provision of shelters
and �safe� places�, resources for education,  and the �re-integration�
of trafficked persons enabling them to work and live independently.

6. As Baptists we acknowledge our particular identity and
resources which include:

�A long commitment to justice and human rights and an
active involvement in the fight to end slavery
�That European Baptists form one of the most extensive
Europe-wide networks of grass-roots Christians.
�A way of being the church which involves us coming
together to listen to one another and to seek the mind of
Christ when we face difficult issues.  This we have sought to
do at our Conference.

7. However, we confess that many of our churches have not faced
up to the reality of human trafficking, either in the countries of
origin or the countries of destination in Europe. In our Confer-
ence we have been challenged to seek a  �fuller� biblical faith and
theology, especially in the affirmation that every women and
child involved in trafficking is an individual made in the image
of God whose human dignity must be fully acknowledged and
protected. We confess that sometimes our mission vision has been
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EUROPEAN BAPTIST FEDERATION

Consultation 
on Human Trafficking

Budapest, Hungary 14-16 April 2005

Conference Message

1. We have come together in Budapest, Hungary from 29
nations across Europe and the Middle East because we are deeply
concerned about the growing scandal of the trafficking of men,
women and children across Europe for commercial sexual
exploitation and forced labour. We have welcomed delegates from
other Christian traditions who have joined the representatives of
our Baptist Unions, representatives of the Hungarian Govern-
ment and also those who work for Non-Governmental Organi-
sations (NGOs) in the area of human trafficking. As we face up
this issue we want to be a people of both prayer and action.

2. We have heard of the reality of the suffering of the victims of
human trafficking, which we recognise as a modern form of slavery.
This was summed up for us in the opening speech of our confer-
ence by the United States Ambassador to Hungary, George H
Walker: �These victims, who only appear to be willing prostitutes, are in
actuality forced in to this nightmare existence through deception, drugs,
violence, rape, or the threat of harm to a loved one.  Whether locked away
in brothels or forced to walk the streets, these women are powerless to escape
their brutal captors, often due to their illegal status in the countries they
find themselves in.�

3. As we have engaged with this reality our hearts have been
deeply moved by the personal stories we have heard from victims of
trafficking. We have understood too, something of the complex-
ities of this issue, involving organised crime on a large scale and
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Another article I read was about a woman who suffered from
deep depression and was ready to commit suicide. The article told
how she could find her way to the true light.

It was so refreshing to read about the traditional meaning of a
woman's role in life. The 'traditional' woman looks after her family,
which includes taking care of her children and often taking care
of aging parents. It reemphasized to me that the most important
goal for any woman is not to seek the highest salary as is taught
by the world's values. Rather her role is to be the loving care giver
to her family and neighbors.

Another article on prayer really touched my heart. What hap-
pens when I pray for someone or when someone prays for me?
We must realize the awesome responsibility each of us has in lift-
ing one another up to the Lord daily. In one town, the women
organized a prayer chain. They were committed to inform one
another of prayer needs and concerns; thus bonding these prayer
partners together in prayer. They found many new friends even
from other denominations. This is not always an easy task since
one must be committed to pray and this takes time.

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this magazine and look forward
to doing so again in the future. I have come to realize that not only
does it allow me to practice my German, but I have gained much
help in its teachings. The only problem is that it was too short.

Thank you my sisters for your efforts in this magazine. May
God bless your ministry!

Anikó Bán from Hungary

The German Baptist
Women's Department

Report on a special visit � Cross-cultural Partners in Christ

�Ngiyanibingelela egameni lenkosi yethu u Jesu Kristu�. This
is Zulu for "I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"
which we learned from our  South African sisters.  
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too narrow and has not always cared for the victims, nor spoken
out against the perpetrators of human trafficking.

8. Therefore we commit ourselves to:
� build a network of churches and Unions throughout Europe
to combat trafficking
� to co-operate with governments and other organisations
who are also working against human trafficking
� to be prepared as churches to be challenged and renewed in
our thinking and our practice.
� to pray for one another and for everyone involved in human
trafficking
� to create resources for Unions and churches in seeking how
best to act.

9. Our specially designed Conference logo includes the words
�that they should not perish� As those who seek to follow this word of
Jesus Christ concerning the vulnerable people amongst us, this
sums up our hope and our prayer.

Unterwege miteinander
Did you know that in Germany there is a magazine which is

produced every other month specifically for women? It is the
"Unterwege miteinander". The editor is Freikirchlicher
Gemeninden in Deutschland K. dö. R".  Every issue has a central
topic with corresponding articles which connect to our everyday
life and its problems.  Many of the articles give advice on how to
solve some of our day to day problems.

In each issue, there is a column which has an article on foreign
missions. There was one, which I especially enjoyed reading and
found it to be very encouraging to me. It was about a South African
mission group. This mission group had organized an early Morning
Prayer time on the daily commuter train. If you will, envision being
on that morning commuter train where, in the company of half-
awake commuters, there are people singing and talking about God!
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We were inspired by the lively faith of the South African
ladies, their radiance and lifestyle of witnessing to the Lord in
every-day-life. There was a heartfelt warmth in the relationships
on both sides, which the South African ladies had not expected
in this way (prejudice: cool, reserved Germans!).

Our dear sisters have long gone back, but we are keeping in
contact, exchanging reports on our meetings as well as prayer
requests. What a privilege to be prayer partners across the miles,
knowing our Father in heaven hears! Praise the Lord!

With thankfulness for the diversity of women, God created,
and with love in Christ,

Annegret Drueke

Meeting of teens
Spanish women have

a special ministry
towards young peo-
ple, especially for ado-
lescents. They organ-
ized a camp named
�12:15�. The young
people like the mod-
ern technics, so think-
ing about it the
organizers asked them
to prepare a power
point presentation or a videotape about their life, city, church,
how they live and work in the missionfield. Then some workshops
helped them to find the answers for their questions about some
very actual areas of their life like �how to share our faith�, �call-
ing�, �girls and boys things�, �music� and �photography�. God
bless you in this ministry!                  Isabel Sánchez
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In May 2004 we
were privileged to be
hosting two groups
of South African ladies
during their visit to
Germany, as a result
of the partnership
between our German
Baptist Union and the
Baptist Convention
of South Africa. 

Due to the un-
complicated way and
openness of our sisters,

contacts were made quickly and good relationships were formed.   
Our hearts connected across cultural barriers and we had a

wonderful and enriching time together. Our cultural differences
led to a keen interest in each other. We could see our differences as
a mutual enrichment, and even made fun of the incompatibility
of the German's and South African's sense of time. 
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5. from Germany
For clear guidance through necessary changes into the future
For sensibility to the speaking of the Holy Spirit
For ways to reach the young women in our country

I MET GOD IN THE MORNING

I met God in the morning
when the day was at its best, 
And His Presence came like sunrise, 
Like a glory in my breast. 

All day long the Presence lingered, 
All day long He stayed with me, 
And we sailed in perfect calmness 
O'er a very troubled sea. 

Other ships were blown and battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed, 
But the winds that seemed to drive them, 
Brought to me a peace and rest. 

Then I thought of other mornings, 
With a keen remorse of mind, 
When I too had loosed the moorings, 
With the presence left behind. 

So, I think I know the secret, 
Learned from many a troubled way: 
You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the day! 

By Bishop Ralph Cushman
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Prayer Requests

1. from the Swedish-speaking Baptist women of Finland:
Pray for more commitment to women�s work and our projects
nationally and our international project for the disabled in the
mountain areas in Thailand.

2. from the Norwegian Union:
Pray that more women, especially the younger ones, would
like to join the Norwegian Women�s Union.
We are in the beginning of an exiting contact with the women
union in Sierra Leone and we pray that God will bless us
working together.

3. from Czech Republic
Because the majority of people living in the Czech Republic do
not believe in God and Jesus Christ as their Saviour we would
like you to pray, that the Holy Spirit would work through the
lives of Christians in our country and encourage them to
serve and live in the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. from the International Baptist Convention
We desire always to be busy doing God's will in the area of our
service.We ask that you pray that we always seek after God's
heart and look to Hisleading not our own. There are many
difficult decisions that we must makeand we desire to make
them in a way that will honour and glorify God aswell as fur-
ther His kingdom here on earth. Pray that as we relate
toothers we do it in a way that will help our service. Pray that
we becomestepping stones to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Most importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to
cleanse you of your sins, (See I John 1:7-9)

Educational Background
I encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom
and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6). In me are hid all of the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3). My
Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto
your feet and a lamp unto your path, (See Psalms 119:105). I can
even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 44:21).

Major Accomplishments
I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all
times, (See Genesis 1:26). I laid down my life so that you may
live, (See II Corinthians 5:15). I defeated the archenemy of God
and mankind and made a show of them openly, (See Colossians
2:15). I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised
the dead! There are many more major accomplishments, too
many to mention here. You can read them on my website, which
is located at: www dot � the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet
connection or computer to access my website.

References
Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine heal-
ings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and supernatu-
ral guidance.

In Summation
Now that you've read my CV, I'm confident that I'm the only
candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital position in your heart.
In summation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs
3:5-6), and lead you into everlasting life, (See John 6:47). When
can I start? Time is of the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15).
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TThhee  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  VViittaaee  
ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt

Address: Ephesians 1:20
Phone: Romans 10:13
Website: The Bible. 
Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus

My name is Jesus � The Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you
my Curriculum Vitae, because I'm seeking the top management
position in your heart. Please, consider my accomplishments as
set forth in my CV.

Qualifications
I founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs
3:19). I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis
2:7). I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7). I
redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13).
The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life
through me, (See Galatians 3:14)

Occupational Background
I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49). I've never been
tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful. My employer
has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15-17)

Skills Work Experiences
Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the
poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted, setting the
captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and
setting at liberty them that are bruised, (See Luke 4:18). I am a
Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6). People who listen to me
shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (See Proverbs 1:33).
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