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"Have you ever received something wonderful that
you didn't even ask for � that's God!" � sent by Afaf Bassous

TESTIMONIES 
"Suddenly this lady turns around, looks at my name tag

and then she nearly squeezes all the air out of me
in a big hug while she shouts" � Wies Dijkstra

"the philosopher is a blind person looking for a black cat
in a dark room" � Jamilah Tannous

«�I was in prison and you came to Me»
�  Olga Mocan 

A piece of cake� � lovely story

Do you know well the English Alphabet? 
Let see! � The Holy Alphabet

Please, post me your answer on our survey! 

Addresses of the EBWU Executive Committee Members
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C O N T E N T S

Editorial � Aniko Ujvari

"Many of us are mothers or will be mothers but we
all have or had mothers"
� Presidental letter, Ewa Gutkowska

"I will constantly carry you" � German poem 

REPORTS

EBWU Committee met in Norway 
by Janny Kingma

"At the same time the committee of the Norwegian Baptist
Women's Union held its committee meeting in Stavanger. This was
a historical event." by Kirsti Solberg Liland

"�our heartfelt desire to see our calling�"
� Annegret Drüke from Germany

"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
world!" � Linda Dillow conference in Debrecen, Hungary 
� Mrs. Ildikó Kovács
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Up and down. Do you like to walk in the fields
or among the hills? I do. As I and my family or
friends are climbing up to the peak of the
mountain out of breath we are happy when the
path runs downhill. But after a while we have
to realize that going uphill isn't so much more
tiring than walking downhill, when our legs
begin to tremble and the whole body makes a
tremendous effort holding them back. 

Well, it seems very similar to our spiritual
journey through life. Once we climb up to
greater heights and another time we walk
through the valley of the shadow of death. Of
course it is more joyful to go up to the peak but
walking through the valley of the shadow of
death shapes our spirit and teaches us to
become a bit better and see the events of our
live with new eyes. 

But don't forget � at the end of your journey
someone is waiting for you and will lead you up
to the greatest heights. In summer as you walk
in the open air think about your spiritual pil-
grimage, and give Him thanks for this wonder-
ful possibility that you may walk with Him,
having His strong arms around you, guiding
you. Share this experience of God's love with
your neighbours!

Aniko Ujvari
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Psalm 23

The LORD is my shep-
herd; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's
sake.

Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with
oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days
of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the LORD
for ever.



to see the people who suffer, are poor, need help... And now her
prayers are always with me. When I travel or when I am not well
I know that my mother prays for me. This is God's grace to have
mother even when you are older.

But it would be good to remember that there are children who
have no mothers, who have been rejected by them. They are
important, valuable and precious too. 
Let me share with you very moving story from Ukraine which I
have heard last year in November when I took part at the
women's conference in Kiev.  
The group of older sisters from one Baptist church wanted to help
children from orphanage. They had to take small children for the
walk in their prams. They have spent about one hour walking
depending on the weather. One of the older single sisters has been
very touched by small, sick boy. According to doctor's opinion he
had no chance to live. He touched her with his fate and appear-
ance. She has seen in him somebody similar to her � not needed,
lonely person. 
She decided to visit him systematically. His health condition
became worse, therefore she could not take him for a walk any
more. This old lady has spent quite a lot of time in orphanage.
There was emotional relation between her and small boy. Unfor-
tunately disease made progress and child
went to the hospital. She visited him
often in the hospital too. Small child has
been quieter and even a little better in
her presence. After all a critical moment
of his life came. Very strong pain of his
body caused that boy to cry and nothing
could help him. It was agony. The doctor
than has sent ambulance to take this old
sister to the hospital. He called her
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Dear Sisters,
May is not only beautiful spring month
with different shades of green, wonderful
flowers but this is also month of Mother's
Days. In my country, Poland we will
celebrate it on May 26th. 

Many of us are mothers or will be mothers
but we all have or had mothers. Therefore it
would be good to stop and to think for a while
about this special WOMAN in our life. 
She has been with us from the very begin-

ning. In her womb we could feel safe and well. Our birth has
been not only difficult for us (fortunately we do not remember
this moment) but very painful, sometimes dramatic for her. But
in spite of that, she loved us from this very moment, has been
happy, proud and ready to do everything for her own child. There
were years of love, tenderness, renounces, devotion and every-
thing she did in natural way. And her hands, beautiful hands
were always busy, patient with daily duties but also ready to hug to
her breast, to comfort and wipe tears. Even when she reprimanded
or punished her own child, in this way she expressed also her love
to him/her. Mother is always ready to fight for her child: with
disease, misery, wars, violence..., with all kinds of things which
are degrading her children. There were many poems written
about her and this is the true that great people had great mothers.
Each of us carries in heart our own memories and picture of own
mother. I think that you agree with me that when we are older
the more often we think about our own Mother. 
I am grateful to God for my Mom. She taught me always things,
which were good. She opened my heart for the beauty of nature,
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ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

IN NORWAY
Can you picture a group of seven women who start talking as
soon as they meet in the airport until they leave again to travel
to the various home countries. That group of women was the
executive committee, having its annual meeting in Ålgård, Norway,
April 4�9. 
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mother of this child. And at once when small boy felt hidden in
her arms became quiet and after short time he has slept eternal
sleep. Full of God's love hands of this old, also sick woman,
brought to the boy not only physical help.
They made that rejected by biological mother child, found in the
last minutes of his life sense of safety in hands of loving person.
From one hand it has been a little what this old sister has done
but from the second one it was great. She became spiritual and
also physical mother for this child. 

Some of you who became mothers of adopted children under-
stand well what I am saying.
You certainly know what it means to be spiritual mother. I met
many of them. Even recently in Germany when I participated at
the International Baptist Churches (IBC) conference I talked
with the lady from Thailand. She has no biological children but
she helped and still helps other children also in their spiritual
birth. Sometimes this birth is long, difficult and need big effort
from spiritual mother's side but the fruits of this are also blessed
by God.

When pregnant with Jesus Mary visited Elisabeth she has heard
blessing: "Blessed are you among women, and bless is the child you will
bear." (Luke 1:42). Although she was speaking to Mary and the
God-Child she was carrying, I have not doubts her words are
addressed to all mothers: biological, adopted and spiritual.

I wish you Dear Sisters God's blessings in every kind of mother-
hood. May your children reflect God's love, joy and praise, this is
my prayer.

Prayerfully,
Ewa Gutkowska
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I will constantly carry you
I wi l l  constant ly  carry  you,  
just  as  a  rescuer  should � 
Have I  been known to  fa i l ,
where  prayers  were  uttered?

So quit  your  quest ioning � 
there  i s  he lp  with me,  p lenty,
Just  as  in  the  past ,
I  wi l l  ever  carry.

Jochen Klepper
Translated from German 

by Aniko Williams



their houses and hearts for us. We were hosted and fed in several
homes and we always could feel that all preparations had been
made with hearts full of love. 
It is a very special way of getting in touch with the women who
are part of our EBWU. We met with several from the women's
group of Ålgård, in their houses as well as in the church. And we
met with the executive of the Norwegian Baptist Women's
Union.
But we also met brothers: on behalf of the Baptist  Union their
general secretary came to our meeting and welcomed us and gave
us some information about the union in Norway, there were hus-
bands in the homes we had our meals and they also came to
church when we had an informative evening concerning women's
work in Norway and Europe.
During the actual meeting we heard reports of the officers, of the
editor of News and Views and reports on contacts with several
unions.
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And we have done a lot of talking. From the early morning till
late in the evening we talked and talked.
We talk a lot about the work we do for EBWU, the things we did
in the past year, about the news we heard from others concerning
the women's work world wide. We talk about our plans for the
year to come and even further in time. But we also talk about our
personal lives, our families. We share joy and sorrow. And we talk
about our faith and how we experience His presence in our lives.
For all of us it is a very special time to be able to be together and
work together. Although we speak different languages, come
from different countries, traditions and cultures, we  feel there is
a unity among us that can only be a gift from our Heavenly
Father. We feel privileged and blessed to have been chosen to do
this work.
Margun had invited us to come to her country and city for our
meeting. We came to a beautiful country, but even more impor-
tant, loving brothers and sisters were awaiting us and opened
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ÅLGÅRD WAS 
THE MEETING PLACE 

FOR EUROPE
In early April the EBWU committee was gathered in
Ålgård, Norway, invited by committee member Margun
Warem. At the same time the committee of the Norwegian
Baptist Women's Union held its committee meeting in
Stavanger. This was a historical event.

The first days each of the committees held their meetings sepa-
rately, but Friday evening and Saturday we were together. Friday
evening we met at sister Simonette Haland's home. It was a
blessed evening where we shared together the fellowship and the
word of God. The EBWU President, Ewa Gutkowska, expressed
her joy of being in Norway, and to get to know better how we
work in our union. We gave a short historical survey of our union
during 90 years.
Simonette was inspired when she told us about her ministry in
Congo, Africa. She greeted us with the words from 1.Cor. 15,58:
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord, because you know
that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.

Saturday morning the EBWU committee went on sightseing in
the city of Stavanger. Later we all went on a tour to see some of
the magnificent scenery of Western Norway. It was April 9, but
still it snowed heavily. The snow was like a carpet covering the
landscape. Our bus took us up in the mountains to a place called
Soyland, where they had prepared a delicious meal for us, with
traditional Norwegian food.
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We reviewed the mini conference we had at Cyprus with the
women from the Middle East and the big BWA Women
Leadership Conference in Birmingham last summer. These two
events were very special and we have felt very blessed by this.
Our treasurer keeps us informed about our financial situation.
From  money raised at the Day of Prayer we can help projects in
Albania, Belarus, Hungary, Latvia, Lebanon, Moldova, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Tadzikistan and Uzbekistan. And
we realise all this money has been given with much love and
sometimes even very sacrificially. This makes us very grateful.
And we make plans for the future.
In October we'll organise a mini-conference for Western
European women, in which also our world president Dorothy
Selabano is  going to participate. "Trust the Lord and do Good" will
be the theme.
Next year our annual executive meeting will be in France, where
we hope to meet many of our French sisters.
The women of the Baptist Union of the Netherlands have invited
us to come to their country for the next European Conference
and we gladly accepted their offer. So in 2008 the European
Conference will be in the Netherlands. (Details will be given at a
later stage)
It has been another week full of experiences, memories to cherish
and we have certainly been inspired to continue doing this work
in His Kingdom.

Janny Kingma
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Don't forget we have website: 
www.ebwu.org 

Visit it please and share with us 
your experiences!



After the fall of communism in 1991, more countries joined, and
today ca. 50 countries have joined EBWU. We are different and
work in different ways in our national unions, but we are all one
in Christ.

Elisabeth Vekas from Romania, treasurer of EBWU, told about
her ministry among the gypsy women. This work has a special
place in her heart. She also told about the economical support
from EBWU, and she expressed her gratitude for the money
coming from Norway. "You are a small union, but you have a big
heart", she said, and the offerings of the evening will be shared for
different projects in the best way possible.

The Norwegian General Secretary, Magnar Maland, greeted
from the Book of Psalms 68,12: The Lord announced the word, and
great was the company of women who proclaimed it. Women take
much responsibility in ministry, and the women's unions are
challenged in reaching for the young generations so that the
work can continue, he said.

In her message, President Ewa Gutkowska drew our attention to the
words from Isaiah 48,13 about God's hands stretching out for us.
God's hands created man, and God needs our hands to do his work.

Vice president Livija Lame from Latvia told how a meeting with
people who told her that they prayed for her, had made a deep
impression on her. How could people who did not know me pray
for me? she asked herself. Before the fall of communism she didn't
know about the Day of Prayer. The baptist women's Day of
Prayer, when women all over the world get together to pray, has
a deep meaning and a special fellowship.

Synnove Gasvar Angen, President of the Norwegian Baptist
Women's Union, informed about the Women's ministry in Norway.
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We continued our tour across the mountains. Our driver did a
very good job in the snow. We passed several interesting places,
also historically. Coming down from the mountains, we visited
sister Berit Veen. She served us coffee and delicious cake.

Saturday evening there was a celebration in the Baptist Church
of Ålgård, focused on the word "mission". Janny Kingma from
the Netherlands, secretary of EBWU, told about the beginning:
It was in 1948, during a Baptist Congress in London, that some
sisters wanted to have a meeting for women only. At this time it
was difficult to gather the women of Europe.
World War II had recently ended, and Europe was still divided
with a lot of problems, as a result of the war. At this meeting in
London were women from 8 different countries of Europe,
including Norway. A woman stood up and read John 3,16: For
God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoev-
er believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. This verse
started something new. God loves all people, and why should not
we love each other? These eight countries started EBWU. 
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German Baptist Women's 
Council 2006

In February  this year, 60 women from all over Germany gathered
in Dorfweil for our 3-yearly Women's Council. Five new board
members were elected, the president, Dagmar Kersting was re-
elected, the vice president Anne Koerner and treasurer Elisabeth
Kapsreiter were reconfimed in their positions .
The theme, which we adopted from the BWA-Women's Leader-
ship Conference in Birmingham 2005, "Seeing with new eyes",
reflected our heartfelt desire to see our calling, the task, the situ-
ation of the women's
department and most
of all, the women in
Germany with God's
eyes, with the eyes of
our hearts, with eyes
of compassion and
love.
Over the last year we
have been  pondering
on  possible structural
changes, asking for
direction, rethinking
our goals and purpose.
With the changes in
society and culture,
the needs of  young
women have changed
as well. What would
Jesus have us do to 
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She also showed a DVD from the Leadership Conference in
Birmingham.

Vidar Bergsland, pastor of the Ålgård Baptist Church, greeted
the women, showing what happens in nature: Today birds build
nests, even if it is snowing. They could have many excuses to
wait. As workers we have so many things to do, but like the birds
we have to "build" now, even if it is difficult. Dear women, he
said, be like the flower snowdrop, which gets its strenght from
what is coming. Summer will come, there will be changes. We
join in a living hope!

Two gifted young women shared with us beautiful songs and
music. After the celebration we were invited to the youth hall for
a meal and more greetings.

After these days we have a deeper insight and understanding of
the ministry done by Baptist women in Europe.
God called us to trust in him and do good.

Kirsti Solberg Liland
Translated from Norwegian by Margun Warem

"I am too blessed to be stressed!"

The shortest distance between 
a problem and a solution is 

the distance between your knees 
and the floor.

The one who kneels to the Lord 
can stand up to anything. 
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Linda Dillow: Intimate Issues Conference, in Hungary

What makes it 
beautiful?

What makes it good?
For a whole year we were planning preparing and praying for a
big conference for women. Similar plans were made in Poland,
too. Due to a mistake the Polish and Hungarian conferences were
scheduled for the same time.  The only way to solve the conflict
was to start the Polish event on Friday, and the Hungarian on
Saturday.  So the speakers started in Poland, and then one after
another travelled to Debrecen.   

How wonderful it was to see the huge crowd of women at the
entrance to the stadium on Saturday morning!  And it made us
all the more sad that half of the computers broke down and
therefore the women were only allowed into the hall very slowly.
We knew that many guests thought of giving up and going
home. I begged the head organizer to let the women come in
without registering, and that during the break we would catch
up on the registration.  He said that the security regulations of
the stadium would not allow this.  We lived through some rather
difficult minutes there inside.  We could only pray that God
would give perseverance to those waiting outside, and help the
administrators to work quickly.  That was Satan's first attack of
the weekend, but the Lord was victorious! 

When the conference finally started and I heard the singing of a
few thousand women: "Great is thy faithfulness, O God my
Father....", I broke into tears.  I knew that everyone had gotten
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fulfil the calling of the Women's Department? We agreed , our
first concern should be with people, not structures. Our main
calling is to be "Kingdom- builders"  among women. We want to
contribute our share in promoting personal evangelism.
We felt very privileged indeed, to have Regina Claas, General
Secretary of the BEFG, as our key speaker. Through sermons,
bible studies and worship we were encouraged to recommit our
hearts and our whole lives fully to God. He will make us fit for
life and for the task He entrusted us with. He will let us see the
world around us with His eyes and lead us every step of the way.
Together we celebrated our wonderful God, worshipped the
King of kings. We experienced His tangible presence, were
touched by His love. The spiritual atmosphere and oneness in the
Lord was encouraging and uplifting. We also enjoyed the rich
fellowship with one another.
We praise the Lord for his faithfulness and love.

Annegret Drüke
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In my excitement I had forgotten that the night before they
asked me to open the Sunday session. Just minutes before it
started I cried out to the Lord and asked him to give me the right
scripture. He gave the following: The next day John saw Jesus
walking towards him, and he said "Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of the world!" (John 1:29). I was com-
pletely filled with the desire for every participant to see Jesus, the
Lamb of God-not the speakers and the singers, but Him, the
only one who came to give a solution to all our problems. 

Lorraine Pintus was unknown to us, but I think I am right in say-
ing that already during her first teaching we all came to love her.
Her analogy of the flower garden was very practical-we have to
pull out the weeds that Satan has planted and in their place
receive lovely flower seeds from Christ. 

After this followed the high point of the entire conference.
Lorraine talked about the sinful woman who went into Simon's
house in order to meet Jesus. She painted a stirring picture for us
of Mary Magdalene's expression of deep repentance, cleansing,
gratitude, and worship. Then the speaker opened her heart to us
and honestly shared with us the horrors she lived through when
she knew the truth, but didn't live according to it. Desire and the
temptation of sin were stronger than her commitment to Christ.
And this had painful consequences. Later she told me that when
she talks about this with hestitating words, she once again expe-
riences standing outside the operating room, ready to go in to
have them perform an abortion, to kill her child. After confess-
ing her own sin, she called the participants to repentance and to
turn to Christ. Holy, unforgettable minutes followed. Some women
came forward, many hundreds kneeled in their places, others stood
to pray. I doubt that there was a single dry eye in the Fõnix sta-
dium. It was incredible to see that in spite of such a large crowd,
Christ still deals with us personally.
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in and that there were over 5500 of us.  It was amazing to see so
many women together. There were guests from Ireland,
Germany, England, Austria, and close to 600 Hungarian women
from Romania, Ukraine, Serbia, and Slovakia.  During the two
days over 6000 women registered.  It was a special joy for me to
see the significant participation by Roma women.  In addition to
the traditional denominations there were women from more than
40 so-called "small" churches, and almost 1000 who do not
belong to any denomination.  The majority of the participants
were under 35 years of age.  I had prayed for 1000 girls to come,
and I know that there were at least that many. 

Becky Harling gave the first presentation, which was followed by
the lunch break.  Then Linda Dillow arrived traveling by car for
more than 7 hours.  She spoke all day Friday in Poland, prayed
for the women there until late at night, and then (causing much
sadness among the Polish women), she left them and started for
Debrecen. We were so relieved to see her, knowing that so much
could have gone wrong on that long journey.  She gave four ses-
sions one after the other. Her dynamic teaching, full of illustra-
tions and examples, was familiar to many of us and we were so
happy to hear God's message through our beloved speaker.
Meanwhile, I found out that Linda had had knee surgery just a
few weeks earlier. She showed no trace of that surgery, nor did
she show any tiredness.  Already Saturday afternoon we were
aware that the Lord was among us and speaking to us. 

I am sure that, like me, many of the participants had a hard time
sleeping that night. My husband and I woke to a phone call from
Miskolc: "The guests from Poland haven't arrived, among them
Lorriane, the main speaker for Sunday...." What happened?
Where could they be? � the questions raced through us. What
do we do now?  A few minutes later the comforting news arrived:
"They're here, they just got off on the other side of the train."
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GOD�S THINKING
OF YOU

Have you ever been just sitting there
and all of a sudden you feel like doing
something nice for someone you care
for? THAT'S GOD talking to you
through the Holy Spirit.

Have you ever been down and out and
nobody seems to be around for you to
talk to? THAT'S GOD wanting you to
talk to Him.

Have you ever been thinking about somebody that you haven't
seen in a long time and then next thing you know you see them
or receive a phone call from them? THAT'S GOD. There is no
such thing as coincidence.

Have you ever received something wonderful that you didn't
even ask for, like money in the mail, a debt that had mysteriously
been cleared, or a coupon to a department store where you had
just seen something you needed, but couldn't afford? THAT'S
GOD knowing the desires of your heart.

Have you ever been in a situation and you had no clue how it was
going to get better, how the hurting would stop, how the pain
would ease, but now you look back on it. ... THAT'S GOD
passing us through tribulation to see a brighter day.

Do you think that these words were accidentally sent to you?
NO!  I was thinking of you!               Afaf Bassous
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As I came down from the stage with Lorraine, I was seized by
uncontrollable weeping.  As if I were burdened with part of the
sins of my nation-all the faithlessness, impurity, divorce, and
abortion.  I cried and cried before our Holy God. In that moment
Satan also spoke: "Stop it, don't cry!  Everyone is going to think
that you are a horrible sinner and imagine the sins you must have
committed if you are so overcome by weeping." But then I
thought again of the Lamb of God, who, though completely sin-
less, took upon himself the sins of the whole world and died as if
he had committed all of them.  If he were capable of doing that
for me, for my nation, for the entire world, then I don't care what
they think about me-I will let the horrible flood of sin that my
people have committed hurt me, burn me, oppress me. 

The next day, Monday, the Déri Museum in Debrecen was
closed, but they opened it for our guests and those accompany-
ing them.  We were glued to the floor as we stood there in the
huge hall and looked at Mihály Munkácsy's Trilogy (Jesus before
Pilate, Ecce Homo, and Calvary).  It was staggering to see the
Lamb of God in the painting, as they accused the Holy One, the
Truth.  What price God paid to forgive us, to wipe away all
unfaithfulness, impurity, and murder!

Ever since then the letters and calls have been arriving from
Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia, and all across the country.  They tell
of miracles: of cleansing, of freedom from bondage, of being set
right, of never-before-experienced freedom, of joy. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord!   
Mrs. Ildikó Kovács
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At the end of the evening I raised money for the computer for
Kaa Simon and I asked the women to send a picture postcard of
the Netherlands to the sisters in the village of Ronu Max in New
Guinea. I had met Ronu in Melbourne and she had told me that
the women of her women's group had to walk three days through
the jungle to celebrate the Day of Prayer and then walk back
home in three days.

Was it coincidence that one of the women I now met in the hall
of that hotel had just been to the village of Ronu Max? (By the
way she travelled by a little plane, because she could impossibly
travel for three days through the jungle on foot). 
When she arrived in the house of her host the first thing she was
showed were dozens of picture postcards from the Netherlands.
She noticed the edges of the cards were somewhat worn out and
dingy. It was obvious the cards had gone through many hands.

But what moved me most was that those women, far away in the
jungle of New Guinea, when they come together for their
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With love from the Netherlands

The Women Leadership Conference
in Birmingham has just finished

and at the moment you think everything has come to an end, it
happens.
Someone passes you in the hall of the hotel and says you good-
bye and wishes you safe travelling. "Where do you travel to?",
she asks while walking on. "To the Netherlands". Suddenly this
lady turns around, looks at my name tag and then she nearly
squeezes all the air out of me in a big hug while she shouts: But
then you must be the woman who has collected the money to
purchase a computer for Kaa Simon in New Guinea . (Kaa Simon
has made arrangements for the women in her area so they don't need to
give birth in the bush and without any help any longer)
I am very surprised she knows about this. Before I can ask her
something the woman runs to the reception of the hotel and
returns in the company of another woman. She tells the other
woman who I am and this other lady starts to cry when she hears
this. When they then tell their story it is my turn to cry.

To enable as many Dutch sisters to experience a little bit of the
BWA World Congress and the Women Leadership Conference in
Melbourne Australia in 2000 I have travelled through the country
during the past five years and gave a presentation of these events.
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me unconditionally, He accepted me as I was, at the time when
all others saw me only as a handicapped person.  I saw Jesus in
Isaiah 53, "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief�"

I started to accept myself and to relate my pain to Him. I started
to see myself through His eyes. I left all my questions and my life
in the hands of the one who said: "My grace is sufficient for thee,
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." (2Cor 12:9). Thus
I gained great self-confidence, and I was overwhelmed with joy.

As a new person in Christ, and as a member of Ras Beirut Baptist
Church, I now seek to help those who have not yet experienced
His transforming love. Instead of being a miserable handicapped
person, I'm now trying to help people, both whole and handi-
capped, to get over their problems. This I do through love, faith,
and my educational background that God gave me the chance to
gain, through a Masters degree in Educational Psychology-Guidance
and Counseling. God was so gracious to open in front of me
many doors of Christian service. One of these doors consists of
presenting Christian ethics in schools and counseling children
from different backgrounds.  
Another way is the use of my voice which the Lord gave me to
praise His wonderful name in different churches, conferences,
and evangelistic outreach campaigns in and outside Lebanon, as
well as on tapes. Moreover, I visit on regular basis physically
handicapped women in their homes or in care centers, as well as
being part of a help-line ministry. 

Finally, I can only, yet wholeheartedly give thanks to  "Him who
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us. Unto Him be glory
in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end." (Eph.3:20)                                            

Jamilah Tannous
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women's meeting, put those cards on the table, lay their hands
on the cards and pray for the women in the Netherlands. 

It makes me understand the song; "In Christ there is no east nor
west�".

Was it coincidence that I met those women when I was about to
leave Birmingham? I look at this event "With New Eyes".

Wies Dijkstra

started losing my sight when I was 3 1 years old, until I lost
it completely at the age of 17. My life was so miserable, and I

struggled to compensate for this handicap through education; how-
ever, despite my intellectual and educational abilities, I was unable
to change people's attitudes towards my being a blind person. 

This made me seek higher education, and I concentrated on phi-
losophy as a way to truth and happiness. However, at the end of
my Philosophy courses, I was shocked by a statement relayed by
one of the professors, that the philosopher is a blind person looking
for a black cat in a dark room. This statement sent me looking
for truth and happiness through some other source.

While I was struggling with these ideas, the love of Jesus appeared
to me and surrounded me.  This came through the genuine love
and concern of a classmate who  portrayed God's love through
her patience and unwavering witness, at a time when I was still
doubting and confused.  I was touched by her love that showed
me the love of Jesus revealed on the cross. I knew that Jesus loved
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than 15 prisoners came ahead to repent. Many in tears asked
God about forgiveness and about guidance in their lives.

Dear sisters, let us heartily pray for these women. Satan seduced
them, they gave in to sin and are under punishment now. Some
of them do not see their own children for years as there is just
nobody who could bring them into the prison to see mothers. Let
us ask the Lord to prepare their hearts and make them that good
soil that will bring fourth its fruit in its season, and they will
become decent mothers and wives.

After the service every woman was given small gifts: a soap and a
cream for hands. Having Jesus as an example, our brothers and
sisters, try to feed them and give them a break in the clouds � hope.
May this ministry be to your glory, the Lord, and to their salvation.

Olga Mocan, Moldova 

God's CAKE
Sometimes we wonder,
What did I do to deserve this",
or "Why did God have to do this to me".
Here is a wonderful explanation!

A daughter is telling her Mother
how everything is going wrong...
she's failing algebra,
her boyfriend broke up with her
and her best friend is moving away.
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake
and asks her daughter if she would like a snack,
and the daughter says,
"Absolutely Mom, I love your cake."
"Here, have some cooking oil," her Mother offers.
"Yuck" says her daughter.
"How about a couple raw eggs?"
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«�I was in prison and you came to Me» 
Matthew 25:36 (KJV)

uring Soviet power (Communist regime) Christians were
persecuted, many ministers were put into prison, Christian

young people could not enter higher educational institutions. Mercy
was prohibited by Law, and the Bible was banned. However, there
were people who sacrificed themselves printing the Word of God
secretly in a cellar and distributing the books all over the USSR.
The group was detected, and all the members were arrested. The
sisters, who had been working in that small illegal printing house,
were imprisoned in village Ruska. The time came, and the Lord
answered 70-years prayers of many Christians � the iron curtain
fell and freedom came into our countries as well as to this prison.

Since 1989 brothers and sisters regularly visit the woman prison,
bringing the Gospel for which our predecessors were imprisoned,
were mocked and flouted. All these years Christians aim at reaching
the prisoners with the Word of God and tell them about the
Forgiving Lord, trying to help them to endure terms and to meet
the Lord who is the WORD. Every time, arriving into the prison,
they preach Jesus Christ who heals the brokenhearted, proclaims
liberty to the captives and sets at liberty those who are oppressed. 

On Christmas and Easter, special dinner is brought to prisoners.
Sisters from churches of nearby villages cook national Moldovian
dishes � traditional "golubtsy" and Easter bread, to warm the
souls of convicts with homemade food.

In early spring, on the 8th of March, when there is a national holi-
day � Women's Day � the visit was organized by brothers and sisters
from Belts city. The prison club was filled with women, wishing
to listen to the Word of God.  Christian songs to a guitar in the
Russian and Romanian languages, deep, pervasive preaching
inspired by Holy Spirit and life examples touched many hearts.
When the leading preacher invited the women to pray, more
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The Holy Alphabet
A lthough things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame
Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able
Hold on to what you know
Imagine life without His love
Joy would cease to be
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee
Move out of "Camp Complaining"
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone
Quit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand
Start every day with worship
To "thank" is a command
Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky
We'll run the race with gratitude
'Xalting God most high
Yes, there'll be good times and yes some will be bad, but...
Zion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!

All the way from heart-ache 
valley to perky peak

It happened on a brilliant sunny afternoon. My brother and I
were spending a few weeks in the region of the Austrian Alps and
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"Gross, Mom!"
"Would you like some flour then?
Or maybe baking soda?"
"Mom, those are all yucky!"
To which the mother replies:
"Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves.
But when they are put together in the right way,
they make a wonderfully delicious cake!

God works the same way.
Many times we wonder why He would let us
go through such bad and difficult times.
But God knows that when He puts these things
all in His order,
they always work for good!
We just have to trust Him and, eventually,
they will all make something wonderful!
God is crazy about you.
He sends you flowers every spring
and a sunrise every morning.
Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.
He can live anywhere in the universe,
and He chose your heart.

I hope your day is a "piece of cake!"
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the heights even if sometimes we get all absorbed in our earthly
existence. Indeed, we cover a lot of ground on this earth, seeking
something � anything � to satisfy our souls but all too soon we get
to a point where neither feet, nor wheels can take us further.

A voice is calling from the heights, creating an ache, a longing
in us. Perhaps we have started to follow that voice when we first
heard Jesus' call to us personally � but are we now marking time,
stomping around in circles on level ground, instead of aiming higher
and higher? Yet, Jesus is drawing our eyes towards those heights
and He has even provided a way, become the Way for us to over-
come the attraction of terrestrial interests. The means of going
upwards are there � all we have to do is to decline the concerns that
would hold us back. Can you hear the call? Anyone can meet the
condition of boarding a "cabin" because the costs of the facility itself
have long since been met by the very one who is calling us. All we
need to do is to make the right decision, refusing the deceptive call
of all those earthly options and making it our priority to obey the Call.

But how do we board the cabin? Simply by taking a step. By trans-
ferring our weight from the earth to the vehicle and entrusting our-
selves to it. One foot here and one foot there won't do. Either in, or out!

If we have set out with Jesus on that journey towards heaven, we
need not, we must not be content with the minimum. Modesty is
falsely placed here. With Him it is possible to go right up to the very
top because He has provided the way. All we need to do is to want to
go upwards, leaving everything else behind and entrusting ourselves
to Him. He is well able to take our full weight. Whatever situation
we might find ourselves in on this earth, our full and unconditional
trust is the secret of getting closer and closer to him. He opens up
perspectives and vistas before us which we cannot begin to imagine
as long as we are walking round in circles on this earth. And once we
have seen those vistas, even though we will have to come back down
again for the time being, life on earth will be easier to live in the light
of eternity. � Will you come along? Ready to board? "Fix your eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith."     

Aniko Williams
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we tried to avail ourselves of every opportunity to go and explore
valleys and mountains. On this exceptionally beautiful September
day we set out with light, happy hearts, intending to make full use
of the few brief hours at our disposal.

It was not long before we got to the end of an alpine valley
where the only direction to go any further was upwards. Having
abandoned the four wheels, now useless, our eyes were drawn irre-
sistably to the heights, the peaks now white after the first snowfall
of the approaching autumn.

There must have been someone else at that spot before us who
also desired to go upwards � for there was the cable car. All we had to
do was to purchase our tickets, declining the "terrestrial attractions"
offering their kitsch wares and we were free to board one of the cabins.
Ten minutes, and we will have arrived at the top. True, there were
three sections to ascend but, as our time was limited, we thought
we would be modest and go up just one level. Having got out at
the first station however, and even having climbed to the nearest
look-out post, all we could see was the enormous amphitheatre of
the self same valley. The mountains roundabout were surrounding us
like the edge of a vast basin, blocking our view. We walked around
for a while but our hearts were aching for the real heights. Reconsider-
ing the time available to us, we eventually decided that the only
sensible option on this exceptionally clear day was to disregard every-
thing else under the blue sky and to go on � right up to the very top!

We did not regret our decision. Gliding past a peculiarly shaped,
cheerfully perky looking peak, we eventually rose to the height of
3250 meters [about 11.000 feet] � to be met by a breathtaking
view. In the crisp September air we could enjoy views for many
miles in every direction. Snowy mountains as far as the eye could
see. People on skis kept whizzing past us. Our hearts were full of
joy at the magnificent sight, and we were filled with praise and
gratitude to God who created all this beauty.

Why are we drawn towards the heights? Do we have a strange
sensation that we are not earth-bound creatures? Is that why we
like such magnificent vistas? Be that as it may, our souls long for
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