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C O N T E N T S

GRACE OF GOD �

Editorial, Aniko Ujvari

ß

"I COULD SEE 
HOW GOD WORKS 

IN FINLAND"

� Presidental, 

â Ewa Gutkowska

"I THINK THAT JESUS WANTS
TO SAY TO US WOMEN: 
LET ME INSPIRE YOU, 
AND GO OUT AND TELL 
ALL PEOPLE!" 
� Women of faith in the Bible. 
A historical survey  
by Margun Warem â

WHEN WOMEN
SHARE � poem

"WOMEN TRAFFIC

HAS ACQUIRED

REALLY WORLD

SCALE." � News

from Moldova
by Olga Mocan
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WHEN I WHINE; 

�...Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

I've been blessed indeed, The world is

mine.� � poem



EDITORIAL 

At this time I write you not an editorial as
regularly, but a very personal testimony. As
you look through our News and Views, you
will see, we had our EBWU Evxecutive
Committee meeting in Versaille. We spent a
week in a very special place. We were guests
of a protestant diaconesses community. The
whole atmosphere touched my heart deeply.
In a noisy city it is possible to create a place
for being in silence. Nice garden, very simple but really lovely
environment, friendly sisters � everything inspired to keep silence.
Look inside, how is your spirit, what feelings are in you, how are
you with your wishes and needs, what can you do for being well
and facing the Lord.  

We were busy, but sometimes we had short breaks. In these
minutes I reguraly went out to the garden for a short walk,
enjoying the lovely sunshine, nice flowers, the freshness of the

spring. The sisters
had a very special
tent in the yard. It
was their temple.
One day before
lunch I found it
open. I stepped in,
nobody was there, I
walked forward to
the Lord's table,
went down on my
knees and prayed.
It was very special
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PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

Dear Sisters,

�May God our Father and the LORD Jesus Christ
give you grace and peace.�

Recently I have spent five days (April 18 � 22)
in Finland where I have been invited by the
sisters from Finish and Swedish speaking
Baptist Women's Unions. After this travel
everything is fresh in my heart and mind. Generally I can say
that the Lord has blessed in a special way this time together with
Finish sisters. He has given me strength, joy and everything what
I needed to serve to women. It was very busy time. Every day since
Wednesday have been women's meetings in four different cities
of Finland. On Saturday was the women's conference of the
Finish Swedish speaking Union and on Sunday I have privilege to
preach in Vasa Baptist Church where Mai-Britt Vehkaoja presi-
dent of the Swedish Baptist Union works as the pastor. So every
day I traveled mainly by train and have spent every night in dif-
ferent bed but I could  experience love and hospitality of the
Finish sisters and brothers too. Through this new experience I
could see how God works in Finland. In one old Baptist Church
(Finish speaking) in Vajakoski there is a group of believers who have
prayer meetings every morning and they pray for the ministry
and spiritual revival. In another one in Tampere women involved
in mission work in Sierra Leone and just now they are praying for
God's guidance for mission work in another country. 

During the 40th Anniversary Conference of the Finish Swedish
speaking Women's Baptist Union we could see how God worked
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time for me. On the whole, prayer time is special, but it was some-
thing deeper.  

This evening when I went to sleep I discovered something
unusual in my breast. Some days later arriving home I visited the
doctor and she told me it is a tumour and it seems malignant. No
time to waste. One week later I went through the surgery. Many,
many sisters, even brothers, prayed with us in these days. I got
peace in my heart. I am in the hand of the Lord, what shall I fear.
After two weeks the exact result came, I need no more treat-
ment, everything is okay with me. My tears began to come out.
How can I get so much grace! My Lord loves me so much, He
prolonged my life?  

Now I know, I have to attend to Him even better. Going
through this path I learned to value his mercy, his goodness
toward the people. And I learned something very special. The
question "why" isn't correct toward Him. He is the Father, he
knows his plan, I am his child, I have to believe in his goodness.
In case of difficulties I have to listen him, to keep silence and
watch his acts. I may not be noisy and full with my own wishes,
needs. I have to calm down my spirit and just be in His presence.
As Mary did. This is why Jesus told her, she chose what is better.  

What do you think my dear sisters? Aren't we sometimes the
same as Martha was? Isn't it wonderful as Jesus told her: "you are
worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is
needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not taken
away from her." (Luk 10,41�42.) 

I wish you God's wisdom to know what is the right thing to
do in the right moment! And do that in the presence of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. Peace be with you! We can keep the silence some-
times, just being in His presence! 

With love,
Aniko Ujvari 
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very much the idea of small box in one church where women
every week can put 50 cents for mission work among disabled
children in Thailad. In this way they collect sufficient amount of
the money that to support this ministry. They are thinking and
praying about a new mission project in Sambii. 

Through the theme of the conference �Seeing with new eyes� and
its Bible Study and the lecture all participants could realize how
important is first of all to see with new eyes of God and than liv-
ing around people. 

At the end of the conference I received from Finish sisters very
nice gift, the freshly edited book, �Finland from above�. I like this
book very much not only because of the wonderful pictures made
from the plane but because thanks to this book I have once more
felt privileged to see from much wider view, not only Finland but
also Europe. This is God's grace to be carried by Him on to
"greater heights" and to see how He does His work also through
women. This is God's grace to experience His presents during
such women's meetings. This is God's grace to exprience His
answers for our prayers.

There are also still very fresh memories from the women's con-
ference in France where the EBWU committee had also annual
meeting. The theme of this meeting "Women of faith in positions
of responsibility both biblically and culturally" was not easy but
very important in this multicultural country. Everywhere you can
meet people with different skin's colour. Therefore the subjects of
the presented sessions and later the discussion helped us to know
better and to understend people from different cultures. We
could learn a lot and also to experience blessings through the
prayer of French sisters for the EBWU committee. For all of us it
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through the women's generations and still works. At this meeting
all four former presidents of the Women's Union took part and their
sharing showed us how God used many very ordinary women to
do His work in Finland. They struggled and still struggling with
different difficulties but just through being together, through
fellowship they have received always big encouragement, said one
of the former presidents. Women in different ways collect money
that to support work among children at the summer camp. I liked
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Women of faith in the Bible
A historical survey

The situation of women in both the Old and the New
Testament was quite different from the situation of women today.
There were no �women�s rights� at that time. 
But we know women from the Bible, both from the Old and the
New Testament. They were not leaders in our sense of the word,
because that was out of the question at that time. But they were
women that God used in His plans. Let me mention Mirjam and
Ester, whom I am sure all of you know.

The first woman I would like to take a closer look at, is
Mirjam, the sister of Moses and Aron. We have no report on her
life. There are some short accounts on Mirjam.
The first story is when she is watching her little brother in the
basket on the Nile. When Farao�s daughter comes and sees
Moses, Mirjam reacts quickly. Remember she is just a girl, but
she saves her brother�s life. Well, that is some girl, and we know
the rest of the story. 

Then many years pass by, and we hear nothing about
Mirjam. The next we hear about her is during Exodus. Read from
Micah 6,4: I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the
land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aron and Mirjam.
The Israelites cross the Red Sea. After the crossing we read from
Exodus 15,20: Then Mirjam the prophetess, Aron�s sister, took a tam-
bourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines
and dancing.
This is one of the first song and music events we hear about in
the Bible, and Mirjam was the leader. She became the women�s
leader, prophetess and leader of song and praise and worship.
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was a special time of prayer when we have been embraced by
French sisters who prayed for us loudly. We have experienced Holy
Spirit touching. After that we have felt strenghten and inspired
by the message from the bible shared to us by two sisters. It was
for me special God's gift and inspiration to pray more for France.

So this is amazing that during such meetings with the sisters we
can give some but much more we usually take from others. There
is also additional very important purpose: "...That they (we) may
be filled with courage and may be drowan together in love, and
so have the full wealth of assurance which true understanding
brings. In this way they (we) will know the secret, which is Christ
himself. He is the key that opens all the hidden treasueres of
God's wisdom and knowledge." (Colssians 2,2).

In ministry to Him,
Ewa Gutkowska
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contrast to the pharisees who did not think that they ever did
anything wrong, and who never needed forgiveness.

Many male preachers have emphasized Mary Magdalene�s
role as a prostitute and all the bad feelings connected with that.
All my life I have asked myself why all the men who bought sex
from Mary never are mentioned. She has become the prototyphe
of the sinful woman. This is something men have enforced upon
women. Jesus is not like that.

Mary follows Jesus, and she serves the Lord. She also organ-
izes other women to serve. She doesn�t try to escape when the
authorities take Jesus, and she follows him to the cross.
She is also the first who comes to Jesus� grave. It is to her that
Jesus first shows himself after he had risen from the grave. Jesus
tells her to go and bring the good news to the disciples. She goes
and witnesses, but they don�t believe her. Remember that in
those days the testimony of a woman was not valued. But why
did Jesus use Mary to bring the good news? Couldn�t he have
sent a man?

Is this a message to us women, encouraging us to witness?
Do women today dare witness for the leaders of the church like
Mary did, even when the leaders of the church reject women�s
testimony referring to theological documents? Or are we brought
to silence because men lift a warning finger to us?  Mary Magdalene
teaches us something.

Finally in this historical survey I will draw our attention to
Martha and Mary, sisters of Lasarus. I must admit that I always
have had some problems with this text. I have listened to many
sermons on these two sisters, where Martha always was critisized
because she was doing the wrong thing. I always felt that Martha
has been treated unfair by many preachers. I also know that the
same preachers appreciate the good food that they are served
after service!
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Then there is a dramatic change in the relationship between
Mirjam, Moses and Aron. She has been talking against Moses, and
that leads to her FALL. She is no longer a leader, she is jealous
and bitter. She is the oldest, she has gifts as a prophetess, but she
couldn�t be humble and servile to Moses. It has to do with the
wife of Moses. (Also Aron talks against Moses, but only Mirjam
is punished). She got lepracy. But Moses cried out to God to heal
her, and so God did. After 7 days of expulsion from the camp,
she comes back.

The next thing we hear about Mirjam is that she dies. But
her song of praise never dies. What can we as women today learn
from Mirjam? Courage and ability to act, in spite that she was a
woman and all the implications of that in those days.
I love her for her dancing, song of praise and worship. So dear
sisters, let us sing and dance and praise the Lord! 
Could we say that Mirjam was rebellious? In that case I like her,
not that she was rebellious to God, but that she dared to follow
her conviction, in spite of the fact that she was a woman.

Working on this material, I read Esther�s book again. I was
struck by the fate of queen Vasjti, who was dethroned �only�
because she wouldn�t appear in front of king Xerxes and his men.
Now Esther became queen. Her story is a very dramatic one. It
is also in some ways a �Cinderella� story. She was totally under
the great king Xerxes, but God used her in His plan to save His
people. And when Esther pleased the king, she could also have
great influence in politics. I read this story with �new eyes�.

Let us move to the New Testament, and I would like to draw
our attention to Mary Magdalene. She is referred to as the sinful
woman from Luke 7,36�50. �Mary wept and wet the feet of Jesus
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and
poured perfume on them.� Luke 7,38.
She was forgiven much, and she loved Jesus from all her heart, in
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WHEN WOMEN SHARE
When we share laughter,
There's twice the fun;
When we share success, 
We've surpassed what we've done.

When we share problems,
There's half the pain;
When we share tears, 
A rainbow follows rain.

When we share dreams,
They become more real;
When we share secrets, 
It's our hearts we reveal

If we share a smile,
That's when our love shows;
If we share a hug, 
That's when our love grows

If we share with someone
On whom we depend,
That person is always 
Family or friend

And what draws us closer
And makes us all care,
Is not what we have, 
But the things we share
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In Luke chapter 10 we read that Martha opened her home to
Jesus, and she prepared food etc. But Jesus says that Mary has
chosen the better.
Does it mean that our strength is in listening to the words of
Jesus, and letting his Spirit inspire us? I think so.

But I have one more problem with this text. Knowing that
Mary, living 2000 years ago, was not allowed to share with others
what Jesus had given to her, because she was a woman.
I think that Jesus wants to say to us women: Let me inspire you,
and go out and tell all people!

Margun Warem

�...And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word...�  

Luk 1,38
14 News and Views  



growth of the problem and ways of its solution. The MOM gave
every participant a file of documents in order to understand the
problem better and to have information who and where to
address for assistance in traffic cases and for rehabilitation. 

Lorene Betel told about the situation connected with human
traffic in the world. Ioka Peters informed about her mission among
prostitutes, including those coming from Moldova, in Holland. 

Olga  Mocan, responsible for the Women Ministry in our
Baptist Union, presented the Bible view on the prostitution. 

Vladimir Ubeyvolk, Pastor of Svet Miru Church, gave the
theological response to the traffic problem in Moldova and spoke
about Church mission in this field.   

Ilia Coada told about preventive measures undertaken by
Betania Mission.

On the second day of the conference, November 18, a series
of training sessions was organized:

1. How to start the risk group assisting project; 
2. How to work in the streets;
3. Work experience in Moldova, work experience in Ukraine.

The conference took place due to the kind assistance of Global
Woman (the USA), International Organization for Migration,
Mission to the Republic of Moldova, Svet Miry Baptist Church
and Chisinau College of Theology and Pedagogic.  

Olga Mocan
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If You Value Life�
The human traffic problem in Moldova has become so vexed

that people in various countries started discussing it. Women
traffic has acquired really world scale. Moldovan women become
victims of trade for sexual exploitation. 30% of women aged
15�20, who left for abroad, are considered missing.  

Moldovan women engaged in prostitution can be found in all
European, some Asian countries and even in America. Nearly
one million people, out of 3,400,000 citizens of Moldova, work
abroad due to poverty and unemployment in their own country.
Moldovan workers in foreign countries are exploited, forced to
begging, and there are even cases of selling internals.   

Moldova rates the fourth among the CIS countries in AIDS/
HIV infection level. In 2005, there was 2,800 people registered
as newly infected. 

This grave situation in Moldova was stated by all represen-
tatives who arrived from CIS countries, the USA and Western
Europe to participate in the conference "If You Value Life..." which
took place in the chapel of Chisinau College of Theology and
Pedagogic, in November 17�18. They shared their experience in
the field of working with human traffic victims.  

Representatives of the social organization "Life Beginning",
Vladimir and Julia Ubeyvolk, greeted the guests. A caged white
dove, which symbolized the slaved woman, was chosen to be the
symbol of the conference.  

The conference participants were also greeted by the Bishop
of the Baptist Union of Moldova Valery Ghiletsky. Cindy Dawson
greeted the participants on behalf of Global Women. 

Victor Lutenko told about the situation in Moldova and about
the activities of the International Organization for Migration.
He presented the situation in the form of graphics, showing the
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Don't forget we have website: 

www.ebwu.org 
Visit it please and share with us 

your experiences!



President of the Women Work of the Baptist Union of Serbia;
Vjerka Mocko is responsible for the Slovak district, Maria Nadj
is responsible for the Hungarian district and Lidia Dega is
responsible for the Romanian district. In our board there are two
more sisters, Elenka Kukuca is the treasurer and Ana Peckai-
Kovac is the Editor of our magazine "Sestrinski List".

Sisters' meetings are better organized in towns and they usually
have their meeting once a month. It is difficult for those who live
in smaller and scattered villages to be visited regularly, therefore
those sisters have their own meeting according to their agreement
or once a year as a Conference. The main two events for the
Women's work in Serbia are the Women's World Day of Prayer
and Annual Sisters' Conference for the whole country.

The Annual Sisters' Conference is eagerly anticipated. This is the
opportunity to see each other, to meet new friends and sisters, to
encourage one another, to share God's love, to know each other
better, to share testimonies of God's provision, presence and
touch in our lives.

Usually the Conference is in May and each year in other place.
Last year, 2006, we've met in Backi Petrovac, the biggest church
building in our country. God blessed them abundantly with the
new building and we were honored to have our Conference there.
We can proudly say that the main hall was full and we're grate-
ful to our Lord for so many sisters that came and attended the
conference. We were also so very honored to have our President
of EBWU, Ewa Gutkowska with us. We were encouraged and
blessed through her testimony of God's work among women in
Europe and the world.

The main theme of the Conference was based on the Gospel of
John 13,3�17; 34�35, with the emphasis on verse 35, "By this
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NEWS FROM SERBIA
Dear sisters in Christ,

We'd like to share with you, our sisters in Christ in Europe and
all over the world, something about us and our work in God's
field called Serbia.

We are privileged that in our country the Baptist family is consisted
of 4 smaller districts according to the language that is spoken in
the areas. Therefore there are: Serbian district (Belgrade, Novi
Sad, Kikinda, Pancevo, Subotica, Vrsac, Zrenjanin, Valjevo, Kovin,
Parta, Veliko Srediste, Ljutovo, Tavankut, Bela Crkva, Stajicevo,
Perlez); Slovak district (Aradac, Backi Petrovac, Backa Palanka,
Begec, Belo Blato, Bingula, Boljevci, Celarevo, Erdevik, Glozan,
Hajducica, Krstur, Kisac, Kovacica, Kruscic, Kulpin, Lalic, Lug,
Ljuba, Odzaci, Padina, Paracin, Pivnice, Savino Selo, Silbas,
Srbobran, Stara Pazova, Sid, Titel, Vojlovica); Hungarian district:
Subotica, Pacir, Cantavir, Vojlovica, Muzlja, Mali Idjos, Conoplja);
and Romanian district: Vrsac, Alibunar, Vladimirovac, Nikolinci,
Mesic, Jablanka, Socica, Mali Zam, Malo Srediste, Seleus, Straza,
Vojvodinci, Ecka, Barice, Satu Nou). Every district is represented
in the Board of the Women Work of Baptist Churches in Serbia
by the responsible sister for one district. Gordana Prodanovic is
the responsible sister for the Serbian district, and she is the
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God's will, next Conference we plan to have on May 20, 2007 in
Novi Sad. Hope to see some of you with us!

May the Lord who loves us so much, bless you all!

Your Sisters in Christ from Serbia

NEWS FROM FRANCE
Each Spring two regional meetings are held in France,
one is in the central west area and the other in the north
east. Here is a brief summary of the two meetings.

CENTRAL WEST MEETING

The subject for the two day meeting was �Forgive, yes, but...?�

and about forty women met together. The speaker was Imke Genee

who spoke about the different steps involved in forgiveness.

There is not a simple recipe that can be applied to every situa-

tion, each one is unique and needs a different approach. We

looked at the life of Jacob, both the positive and negative aspects

of his life. Sunday morning we spent time looking at the Psalm

103, and were invited to remember good memories as well as the

more negative ones. We then had a time of prayer in small groups,

during which, we really felt the presence of God. Victories were won

and real liberation was felt by a number of the women present.

A number had arrived with a �heavy heart� and left with a feeling

of joy and as if a weight had been lifted from them. �Oh my soul,

worship the Lord and don�t forget His goodness towards us�

Psalm 103,5.
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shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another." It was rather shocking the statement of our speaker
Ksenija Magda that love is not the characteristic which the world
would attribute to Christians. What happened with the church
today who regularly reads these and similar words - by love shall
all men know you?

The theme is based on the chapter 13 of Gospel of John where
Jesus' symbolic act of washing disciples' feet is described. Jesus
gave a very clear example. This example is in the same time an
introduction to Jesus' testament to the apostles and a preparation
for the cross. A call to love is the first and recognizable charac-
teristic to one who belongs to Christ. Love is the foundation to
everything Christ is preparing to do for them/us in that moment. 
First of all, love is not a feeling, some butterflies in stomach,
happiness when we see someone. Our contemporary society sur-
rendered too much to these chemical reactions in our bodies.
Love starts in the security of our identity in God.

There were very practical instructions for us as Christians: there is
no task bellow dignity for a Christian, not after the great sacrifice
of Jesus on the cross. We try to "play so many roles" in our lives.
There is no role! There is only what we are in Christ and the
ministry He called us to and gave us talents to fulfill it.

Jesus teaches us, as His disciples then, to abandon our ideas and
accept His. Christians show their love to the world by loving those
who hate them, slander them, and even trying to take their lives. 
We're sure no one left empty or not being blessed. We saw in
action what means to believe in the living God who first loved us
(John 3,16), and because of that love we are capable to love one
another and spread God's love throughout the world.
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NEWS FROM SOUTH 
WEST PACIFIC

Hi European sisters,

Greetings to all of you in the wonderful family that is the Baptist
Women's Union of the South West Pacific (BWUSWP). A particu-
larly warm welcome goes to all those women who are receiving
this newsletter for the first time (and there is quite a number of
you) � welcome to the family!  
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NORTH EAST MEETING

We met in the lovely old building of the Saint Vaast Abby the
30th and 31st March. Fourteen different churches were repre-
sented, we were some 90 women present. The theme chosen was
�Our intimate relation with God�. Jeanne Fombeur was the
speaker, who is responsible for a local group of prayer, and also
national co-ordinator for �Lydie Fellowship International�.

Over three sessions of teaching, she shared how she person-
ally lives her intimate prayer life with the Lord, which starts by
choosing to spend time with God and looking for His will in your
life. Before each message we were led in some moving times of
worship with a talented group of musicians. During these moments
of worship some ladies really felt the presence of God, and
received direct words and healing from the Lord.

All were in agreement that in one way or another, the Lord
had spoken to many of the women and it is with a joyful antici-
pation that we look forward to next year�s meeting.

Comité UFB France
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girls will be organising all the New Directions for Women's
Ministry in WA. Their magazine will be launched on June 2nd,
and July 28th is the date for the next Hyatt �Refresh Me, Refine
Me�  Retreat.

New South Wales � The women from Windsor Baptist near
Sydney raised over $1000 for their Day of Prayer offering last year.
They have made it an ongoing yearly project with money boxes
to use throughout the year, along with the sale of goods on mar-
ket tables at women's meetings. The boxes are then all collected
during the Day of Prayer celebrations that are held at several dif-
ferent times and events. The number of churches participating
was up with 10 new churches participating and more men met
with the women than in the past, too. The drought is affecting the
entire state, with many parts of New South Wales on severe Level
5 water restrictions. The Murray-Darling river system, which is
one of Australia's major water systems supplying hundreds of
square miles of agricultural land and is also our major �food
bowl� in Australia, is in imminent danger of drying up, with the
potential for the forced cancellation of all irrigation to crops.

Tasmania:
The Tasmanian women face the same problem as many other

churches across the Southern Continent do � how to get information
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The South West Pacific News:

Greetings to our sisters and prayer partners in Europe, and
to Ewa Gutkowska, their President. I know many of you are cor-
responding with one another from our two continents � please
continue to pray regularly for our European sisters. I know they
pray for us every Monday. 

I am currently exploring ways we may be able to make regular
contact with our Baptist sisters in Vanuatu and the Solomon
Islands. There isn't a Baptist church in the Solomons at all, but
there are lots of Baptists who attend the evangelical churches
there. Unfortunately, the present unstable political climate in the
Solomons makes travel very unsafe for all but essential staff.  There
are Baptist churches in Vanuatu, but they are very scattered across
the hundreds of tiny islands there. Please pray for wisdom for me

as to the best and most ap-
propriate way to establish
BWUSWP relationships in
these two countries.

AUSTRALIA:

Please pray for rain for
our parched and arid land.
We are presently enduring
the worst drought in one
hundred years.

Western Australia � held
a Young Women's Forum to
hear from younger women
(18�35) and what they want
from Baptist Women. It was
a huge success and the young
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College Student and  a retired missionary ) will all speak about
the passion of women, as they give us a window on their
world."Other speakers will include a woman explaining the com-
plexities of looking after a grandson with autism, a woman living
with cancer, what it is like as an immigrant woman, someone
who has been on a DO (Disciples Overseas) transend team, a
Maori perspective, as well as Olwyn speaking about the women
of Papua New Guinea. The challenge is for guests to look at the
women of Auckland through God's eyes.

WEST PAPUA:

Communication continues to be a little hindered in that
email is rather hard for the women to set up. Many of them have
mobile phones but there are not many with computers and access
to the internet. Pray for Yatina Wenda who will take over in
December from Lena Kogoya as President of the Baptist Women,
and that she and her committee will know God's guidance and
experience His hand on their ministry for Him in West Papua.
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to ALL the women in ALL the churches. They  have tried many
different ways, so if anyone has any particularly brilliant ideas to
solve this problem, please send me an email or a letter and I will
spread the welcome ideas far and wide.

Queensland:
In my other role as Baptist State President, I have just

completed a 4-week, 7.000 kilometers tour of the state, visiting
as many of the churches (26 in total) as I could fit in. I had some
great fellowship everywhere I travelled, and I used the wonderful
opportunity to promote the South West Pacific and BWUSWP
as I went. For some churches, it was the first time they heard
anything about our wider church family, and a number of churches
have said they will be celebrating the Baptist World Day of
Prayer in November this year for the first time.

We are still praying for someone to take on the role of
BWUSWP representative here in Queensland. Though the trop-
ical north of our state is luxuriantly green and well-watered, we
are also still praying for rain in the south.  The South-east of the
state is under Level 5 water restrictions, heading for Level 6
(whatever that may mean) in September.

NEW ZEALAND:

�Seeing With New Eyes � Women.� is the theme of this year's
Auckland Baptist Women's event on May 12th. We have an
incredible programme this year, with an afternoon including a
fashion parade with a biblical twist,  an international bazaar fea-
turing items from Freeset, CJ Jewellery, Papua New Guinea and
the BWUSWP's Pacific flavoured cookbook, with an elegant
celebration dinner before the evening's three key note amazing
speakers' says committee co-ordinator Olwyn Dixon. In the after-
noon we will be looking at women through new eyes as a selection
of women at different stages of their lives (a teenager, a Baptist
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production. Please pray for this initiative to be used by God to
spread the Gospel in Fiji and to provide and income fo struggling
families.Following the military coup there last year, road blocks
have become a way of life for the Fijians, particularly in Suva, the
capital. Tourism, almost the lifeblood of the country, is suffering
badly, with hundreds of people having lost their jobs. Several
western countries have suspended their financial aid to Fiji caus-
ing a severe economical depression there � even the civil servants
have been forced to take a significant reduction in income, while
many families have no income at all and there is no social securi-
ty. For an up-to-date of what is happening there, you can log on
to www.fijilive.com or www.fijivillage.com On the good side, cor-
ruption in some higher places has been exposed and dealt with.
Please pray for the country, that infighting will cease, that peace
will be restored, and that the Christians there will have a positive
influence on the community at large.

For your meditation (Unknown source):

On the evening of a young man's graduation,
his rich father sat him down for a heart-to-heart
talk. The son was excited as he fully expected his
father to present him with his dream � a beautiful
sports car. His father complimented him on his
years of study and his ultimate graduation. He
made a point of telling his son that he loved him

deeply, then he handed his son a beautifully wrapped gift box
and said, �Happy Graduation my son.� Disappointment flooded
the son as he opened the box. Inside he found an expensive
leather-bound Bible engraved with his name. His disappoint-
ment turned to anger and the son shouted at his father, �With all
your money, how could you just give me a Bible?� The son
stormed out of the house leaving the Bible on an end table � he
never returned to that house or his father.
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The women continue to be very concerned for the young
people who  leave the villages to go to school in the city and are
exposed to drugs and alcohol and diseases like TB and AIDS.
Many parents have lost children in these situations. Please pray
for them. Pray too that the general standard of health care in the
village clinics will improve and that there will be an adequate
supply of medicines available. Pray for the women who move to
the towns and live in very poor conditions and sometimes turn to
prostitution to survive.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA:

We praise God for the money that has been given for the
birthing huts in PNG � much of it has come from a group of
women in America and from a deceased estate in Western Australia.
The plan is to build a total of one thousand huts across the country,
and Kaa Simon (the President of the PNG Baptist Women) is
presently searching out appropriate water tanks that will be
attached to each hut, as the local water supply  in some areas is
often difficult to access quickly.

Please pray for safety for the women of PNG. Many did not
attend Day of Prayer celebrations last year, as savage tribal
fighting across the country has made it unsafe to travel. 

FIJI:
A few years, money from the Day of Prayer was raised for the

�Dorcas Project� � a sewing project in Fiji. A  suitable building
has been found and renovated and the whole project will be
dedicated early in May. The industrial sewing machine and the
woman to use it have been commissioned, several bolts of mate-
rial have been purchased, and even before the building has been
dedicated and opened, several orders have already come in for
sheets, pillow cases and bedroom curtains. As the business grows,
more machines and machinists will be employed to expand the
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WHEN I WHINE 
Today, upon a bus, I saw a girl with golden hair 
I looked at her and sighed and wished I was as fair. 
When suddenly she rose to leave, 
I saw her hobble down the aisle. 
She had one leg and used a crutch 
But as she passed, she passed a smile. 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine 
I have 2 legs, the world is mine. 

I stopped to buy some candy 
The lad who sold it had such charm 
I talked with him a while, he seemed so very glad 
If I were late, it'd do no harm. 
And as I left, he said to me, 
"I thank you, you've been so kind. 
It's nice to talk with folks like you. 
You see," he said, "I'm blind." 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 
I have 2 eyes, the world is mine. 

Later while walking down the street, 
I saw a child with eyes of blue 
He stood and watched the others play 
He did not know what to do. 
I stopped a moment and then I said, 
"Why don't you join the others, dear?" 
He looked ahead without a word. 
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Many years passed and the young man was very successful in
business. He had a beautiful home and wonderful family. He
finally realized his father was getting very old and told his family
they were going to meet his father.  He had not seen his dad since
graduation day, but before he could complete the arrangements
he received a call telling him his father had passed away. All his
father's possessions were willed to him, as an only child, and he
was advised to come home immediately.

When he arrived at his father's house, sudden sadness and
regret filled his heart. He began to search his father's important
papers and saw the engraved 

Bible with his name � it was prominently displayed on the
end table where he had left it so many years before. With tears
in his eyes he opened the Bible and began to read.

As he read, memories of his childhood bounced across his
mind and then as he turned the page an envelope dropped out of
the middle of the Bible. The envelope had a car dealer's name
embossed in the upper left corner. This was the same dealer he
had hoped to receive the sports car from many years before. In
the envelope was an invoice for the sports car he had so desired,
dated the day of his graduation with the words �PAID IN FULL�
stamped across the paper. The car was still in the garage waiting
for him. How many times do we miss God's blessings because
they are not packaged as we expected?

May you all experience God's richest blessings as you continue
to worship and serve Him wherever you are in the South West
Pacific.

Together in His ministry,
Lorraine Walker
President, Baptist Women's Union of the South West Pacific.

http://swp.baptistchurch-online.com
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Prayer requests 
�Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit...� (Eph 6,18)

1. Pray for Summer Camps in Europe, it is time for evangelize
people. May the Lord strenghten those and grant them wisdom
who organise these events.

2. Pray for our prayer partners in South West Pacific according to
their prayer requests as you could read it in their newsletter.
(pages: 23�30)

3. Our brothers and sisters are under pressure in different coun-
tries because of their faith, in their ministry of reaching people,
evangelizing them. Pray for Turkey. May the Lord give them
strenght as they serve Him, may the Lord bless and hold them
in His hands.

4. Pray for the Christians' ministry in the countries of Middle East!  
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And then I knew, he couldn't hear. 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 
I have 2 ears, the world is mine. 

With feet to take me where I'd go. 
With eyes to see the sunset's glow. 
With ears to hear what I would know. 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. 

I've been blessed indeed, The world is mine.

� Source unknown

Many years ago...
Many years ago in the small city of England, one business-

man received the permission to open the first pub during the
existence of that city.  Local church had very negative attitude
towards this kind of institution and because of that they started to
pray eagerly so that God would come and help.  

Few days before the opening of that pub, there was a thun-
derstorm and fire fell down on that pub, and all house burnt
down.  Church people were surprised , but in the same time they
were happy and thankful � to the moment when they found out
that the boss of that pub suited them. He blamed prayers of the
church in his troubles.  Church rejected this blame.

When they closed the first meeting in the court, the judge
concluded, �In this moment I don't know yet what will my
decision look like, but my present observation is this: the busi-
nessman believes in the power of prayers, but those church
people � they don't.�
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MAY 13. JULIA GERÕ CELEBRATED HER 80TH
BIRTHDAY. SHE WAS APRESIDENT OF EBWU.WE ARE GRATEFUL FORHER MINISTRY. MAYTHE LORD BLESS ANDSTRENGHTEN HER ANDHER FAMILY.

BIRTHDAY
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Phone/Fax: +40 261 71 0140
E-mail: elisabeth.vekas@datec.ro

Noah's Ark...
Everything I need to know about life, 

I learned from Noah's Ark...
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ONE: Don't miss the boat. 

TWO: Remember that we are all
in the same boat. 

THREE: Plan ahead. It wasn't
raining when Noah built the Ark. 

FOUR: Stay fit! When you're 600
years old, someone may ask you
to do something really big. 

FIVE: Don't listen to critics; just
get on with the job that needs to
be done. 

SIX: Build your future on high
ground. 

SEVEN: For safety's sake, travel
in pairs. 

EIGHT: Speed isn't always an
advantage. The snails were on
board with the cheetahs. 

NINE: When you're stressed,
float a while. 

TEN: Remember, the Ark was
built by amateurs; the Titanic by
professionals! 

ELEVEN: No matter the storm,
when you are with God, there's
always a rainbow waiting.
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