


"Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies
a living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God �
this is your spiritual act
of worship. 
Don't conformed any
longer to the pattern of
this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve
what God's will is � his
good, pleasing and per-
fect will."      

RRoomm..  1122,,11--22..
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Well, regularly there is a
gap between old and new,
old and young, old and
modern... Do you know, how
many kind of meanings the
word "old" and the word
"new" have? When we talk
about the old � it can be
very valuable, very well used,
something deeply honoured,
well-known, something what
we can use easily, but maybe
something out of date, old
fashioned, useless and so on.
Let's see the meanings of the
new one: fresh, modern, mys-
terious, full with challenges,
unsettled... and so on.

When we see a new grey
hair in the mirror one
morning, we are not happy
with that. Another time we
jump into the new chal-
lenges and a bit later we
realize the old custom was

better, healthier. Did you
see old things in the market
or in the antique shop? Most
of them are not good for
anything more just for fun,
for collectors creating an
old atmosphere. But there
was a time when these things
were very valuable for some-
one somewhere. 

Do you see conflicts bet-
ween the old and the new? 

Nowadays, we, as Chris-
tians, represent "old fash-
ioned" style in behaviour, in
customs, in moral life accord-
ing to today's world. What
does it mean, old and new,
according to Biblical think-
ing? In Christ we got a
completely new life. Every-
thing that was old became
a new creature in him.
"Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation:

the old has gone, the new has
come " 2Cor. 5,17

We may understand it
with an example, as we over-
write a text on the computer,
so the Holy Spirit overwrites
our attitude, our personality.
And we become a new crea-
ture. We see our world
through new eyes from that
time on. As the apostle
Paul writes "Don't conform
any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind." 

Rom 12,2
And the miracle in all of

this is that we have got
everything that is needed
to represent Christ in this

Editorial
"You are too old to understand it,
You are too young to understand it."
This is too old fashioned, and that is too new�"
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world. And with his bless-
ings we may fulfil our mis-
sion, because "The creation
waits in eager expectation for
the sons of God to be revealed."

Rom 8,19
Be, my dear Sisters, brave

ambassadors to represent
our Lord in this world for
his glory among those
circumstances where our
Heavenly Father wants to
see us. God bless you in
your wonderful journey with
Him, in Him. 

Aniko Ujvari

PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

Dear Sisters,

The period of the ministry time of the EBWU Committee
is coming to the end. In my heart are many thanks, and
gratefulness to God for the sisters from the committee that
we could work together so well and still do it. I am grateful
to God for many new friends in different European countries
and other continents and their spiritual support & prayers.
I am grateful to my Lord for His guidance, strength and
for everything I have needed in this work. It has been a
special time in my life when I could learn a lot. 

Generally I can compare our women�s work to sowing. In
II Corinthians (9:6b) Apostle Paul said: �the one who sows
many seeds will have a large crop�. Let me share with you  a
very interesting story which I have heard  some time ago:
�The owner of a large estate gave his gardener some red
roses to take home to the employee�s wife, but she never
received them. On the bus during the travel back to his
home he met a widow who spoke about her loneliness. He
gave the roses to the widow and hoped his wife would
understand him. But the widow didn�t get them home
either. She met a girl in tears because her mother had been
very ill. She gave these flowers to the girl, to pass to her
mother and  promised to pray for her. Her mother was very
happy but she didn�t keep them. When her minister visited
her the next day, she gave the flowers to the church. The
pastor took them and put in the sanctuary, where they
were appreciated by his congregation. After the service the
minister gave one rose to one of the church members who
celebrated her birthday and she enjoyed it very much. �

�For as 
many as are

led by the
Spirit of God,
they are the

sons of
God.�

Rom 8,14
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So the love expressed by the first man became
the chain which connected more needy people
and in this way multiplied the gift. This is the
same in the women�s ministry, every good
work, good word, every kindness, every
thoughtful action, every prayer embraces more
and more needy people and �will have a large
crop�, but this is also a way of blessing the giver.
I could see it very clearly, when I visited the
different countries during last a few months.
In November last year together with Olga
Mocan, we lead the women�s conference in
Azerbaijan. There are two different groups of
Baptist believers: Azerbaijanians and Russians
speaking adequate Azerbaijanese and Russian
languages. It was the first official contact of the
EBWU with the  Azerbaijanian sisters and  this

conference has been mainly for them
but there was also group of Russian sis-
ters. The theme of the meeting was the
same as  in Chisinau, Moldova �Trust in
the Lord and do good�. For all of the
participants it has been an inspiration
for the ministry. Some of them very
openly expressed their gratitude for our
coming. There were big numbers of
young sisters. Some of them were

The leader of Azerbaijan group of women
and the youngest one participant of the
conference

The dance to God's glory
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involved in the program with leading of the worship, oth-
ers took part in the drama and special dance to glorify
God. They  shared very moving testimonies about their
way to Jesus Christ. 
Azerbaijan is a strong Muslim country where  it is not easy
to be a Christian, but in spite of that brothers and sisters
do a lot  to bring others to Christ. They have paid a big
prize very often for their faith in the Lord. The leader of the
Azerbaijanian group, Tarana Merzoyva travels a lot
through the country in order to help different groups of
women to grow up to be witnesses of Christ in the neigh-
borhood. Ludmila Federenko works with Russian women.  
During this visit we had the opportunity to share a young
woman�s evening before her wedding. It was a very inter-
esting meeting of the young girls and older women. They

Participants of the conference
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prepared a good meal and enjoyed very
much the time together. In the second
part of the evening they used henna  to
prepare the future bride for the weeding
ceremony. We could see also the marriage
portion prepared by her parents. There
was everything for the future family:
equipment for the kitchen together with
the refrigerator, equipment for the  bed-
room, also gold jewelry for her and many
smaller gifts from friends and beloved
ones. The size of the dowry depends on
how rich the parents are. The wedding
ceremony usually takes a few days, some-
times even one week. If a poor girl marries
the friends or the church support her. But
the most important thing is to be a virgin
for the girl and maybe therefore in
Azerbaijan divorces happen very seldom. 
At the beginning of February 2008 I was
in Russia and participated at two
women�s conferences in Moscow and
St.Petersburg and at an additional meet-
ing with the leaders. At the conference in
Moscow with the theme based on
Galatians 6:10 over 200 women took part.
We could hear very moving testimonies
concerning God�s work in personal and
family lives and in the ministry.
In St.Petersburg it was a different meet-
ing with a smaller group of women
because the conference on Wednesday

Future bride with her gold jewellery; 
behind her part of her dowry

The group of young women worship God
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The leaders' women's ministry in Moscow

Prayer time

was held in the afternoon and
evening and most women work
at this time. At the meeting a
few women from the Orthodox
and Adventist church partici-
pated and they were grateful
for an invitation. Generally at
the conference  more younger
women participated. There were
also additional meetings with
the leaders of  the women�s
ministry in the city and St.
Petersburg area. They do a lot:
prepare materials for Bible
Studies, work with children,
orphans and widows. Some of
them are involved in Gideon�s
ministry. The president of the
women�s ministry Diana
Kondratieva travels a lot in
order to help women who are
struggling with different diffi-
culties and encourage them to
pray for children, family, church,
and other needs regarding
women. The travel to Russia  I
consider as a special opportunity
to know this huge country bet-
ter. I was greatly  impressed dur-
ing this visit and also the short
meeting with the president of
the Union of Evangelical
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Christians-Baptists of Russia,
brother Yuri Sipko what
great mission work our
Russian brothers and sisters
do in their own country. 
My last visit to Spain  took
place at the end of February
and beginning of March. It
was a women�s training
seminar for leaders and  the
celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of the women�s
ministry. At this meeting
about 200 women and the
presidents of France, Italy
and Portugal participated. The gathering was  held in the nice
Catholic Centre Guadarama. It was a special meeting, as the
Spanish sisters could look back on the history of the women�s
work. In the period of 1948-2008 (60 years) 15 presidents of the
women�s ministry served  the Lord. Six of them were present at the
meeting. Their reflections and some thoughts showed how God
worked through women�s generations in Spain. Some of them
God had brought to this ministry in a special way for example
Rosmary Simarro  who had started at the age of 11 to help her
mother, when she worked as the secretary of the Women´s Union.
These first experiences with the papers and correspondence to
women had been inspiring to her. So God has His own way and
plan for each of woman. It has been interesting to watch a CD
with the short history of the women�s ministry and to hear about
some mission projects like the project in Guinea. Spanish sisters
worked with the edition of the  Bible in Braille�s language, so
blind people can read God�s Word now. In the last word addressed

Women's leaders from 
St. Petersburg
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to the participants the presi-
dent of the Mission Baptist
Women�s Union in Spain said
that this ministry would be
continued. 

Dear sisters before us is the
great event, the EBWU con-
ference in May 15-18 2008
in the nice Christian Confe-
rence Centre in Dalfsen, the
Netherlands. We expect about
200 women from all over
Europe, some Central Asian

countries and from the Middle East. So it will be a special time of
fellowship, to get to know each other better, and just see what it
means to be  members of  God´s big family. More information
about the program of the conference, workshops, leaders, and
about the place of the meeting you can find on our website:
www.ebwu.org. I want to add, that during this conference will be
the election of the new the EBWU committee and its president.
There has already been done a lot of work with the preparations
of this international meeting but much work is still before us.
Please pray for the Dutch work group who has involved in the
work regarding the conference also for the EBWU committee
and for the Nominating committee´s work and  election. Please
pray that this conference will become a source of inspiration to
the women to be closer to Jesus, to remain in Him and to con-
tinue the women�s ministry in their own countries, as its theme
says: �Jesus, our source of inspiration�.

In His grace humbly submitted,                                                
Ewa Gutkowska

Previous presidents
and Elisa Herreros (first
from the right)
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Have you ever watched kids
On a merry-go-round?
Or listened to the rain
Slapping on the ground?
Ever followed a butterfly's erratic flight?
Or gazed at the sun into the fading night?
You better slow down.
Don't dance so fast.
Time is short. The music won't last.

Do you run through each day
On the fly?
When you ask How are you?
Do you hear the reply?
When the day is done
Do you lie in your bed
With the next hundred chores
Running through your head?
You'd better slow down
Don't dance so fast.
Time is short. The music won't last.

Ever told your child,
We'll do it tomorrow?
And in your haste,
Not see his sorrow?
Ever lost touch,
Let a good friendship die
Cause you never had time
To call and say,"Hi"
You'd better slow down.
Don't dance so fast.
Time is short.** The music won't last*

When you run so fast to get somewhere
You miss half the fun of getting there.
When you worry and hurry through your day, **
It is like an unopened gift.... Thrown away.
Life is not a race.
Do take it slower
Hear the music, 
Before the song is over.

SLOW  DANCE
This poem was written by a terminally ill young girl in a New York Hospital.

Would you like glorious hope for the future?

You can't change the past. Whatever has happened-good and bad-can-
not be altered, and all the events that have made you what you are today are
inscribed in your life's story.

But with God's help you can change the future and you can start right
now. The future doesn't need to be a copy of the past, nor does God want it to
be.  No matter what your life has been like, God wants to put your feet on a
new path�His path. 

"Our Glorious Hope" from Billy Graham's new book



During the last years
trafficking has been an
important issue in the EBF.
Our organisation is deeply
concerned about this evil,
that women and children,
and also some men, across
Europe are trafficked for
commercial sexual exploita-
tion and forced labour.

On Oct. 25�28  2007 an
anti trafficking conference
took place in Copenhagen,
Denmark. I went there to
represent EBWU. We were
ca. 60 participants from ca.
20 countries. The theme of
the conference, OUT OF
HIDDEN ROOMS, told us
what is going on in Europe,
people are kept in hidden
rooms in slavery. 

The conference started
with Bible study by Marion

Carson, lecturer at Inter-
national Christian College in
Glasgow, Scotland. Issue:
Brokenness. Jugdes Chapter 19.

In the afternoon Jonas
Trolle, Sweden, was the key-
note speaker. He is a police
detective from Project Europe,
Stockholm, on organized
crime around the Baltic Sea. 
Issues:

� Trafficking groups in 
the Mafia.

� Best profit at lowest risk.
� Influence in society, 

politics.
� Addiction to sex.
� The customers sponsor 

crime.
Later there were work-

shops and sharing.
Themes:

� Bussiness as Mission 
(Freeset bags and other)

� It�s a man�s world 
(legislation).

� Aftercare and shelter.
� Helping families.
� Networking.
The second day started

with morning prayer and
Bible introduction by Marion
Carson. Issue: The body.

In the afternoon the key-
note speaker was Vibeke
Møller, medical doctor and
director of Isarpac, Denmark.
Isarpac:

� The International School 
of (Sexual) Abuse 
Related Pastoral 

� Councelling.
Issues:

� Sexual abuse in churches.
� PTSD: Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorders.
� Meet the victims with 

�Grace and Peace�.   
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ANTI TRAFFICKING 
CONFERENCE

Copenhagen October 25�28 2007.



Romans and Galatians.
� New life, new beginning
In the evening the theme

was Networking. Six coun-
tries shared about their expe-
riences. Several countries
recently have started work-
ing groups on this issue,
and more will start.

The last morning again
started with Bible study by
Marion Carson. Issue: Hope.

Respons to WHAT CAN
CHURCHES DO?

The conference conclud-
ed with worship and time
for commitment.

We were deeply moved
by the nightmare existence
and personal stories we
heard, and were challenged
to stand up and fight this
evil. Let us seek to follow
the words of Jesus concern-
ing the vulnerable people
among us �that they should
not perish�. This sums up our
hope and prayer.

Margun Warem
Norway
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16 years with the EBWU
unusual interviews 

with Ewa Gutkowska and Janny Kingma

EWA GUTKOWSKA

� How many countries have you visited during your 
ministry among the women in Europe?

� The EBWU consists out of over 50 Women�s Unions
and organizations. Generally Baptist Europe is bigger
than Europe geographically because the Middle East
and some of the Central Asian countries belong to
Baptist Europe. During my ministry I have visited 34 of
the Baptist European countries. I also participated at the
Women�s Department of the BWA meetings and the
world Leadership Conferences & Baptist Congresses, there-
fore I visited additionally 7 countries in other continents.

� Which one was the most special experience and why?

� My travel and visit to Tajikistan has been a special
experience. I have been invited to this country by the
Union of the Evangelical Christian Baptist  Churches of
Tajikista. We  went there together with Olga Moca, the
member of the EBWU committee and we led two
women�s conferences in Khudzhand and Dushanbe, the
capital of the country. It was the first official contact of
the EBWU with our Tajik sisters. The Baptist Union is
small: 350 members in 14 churches, but the women are
very active and mission oriented. They work with
children from the streets, in orphanages, with disabled 
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children, women in prison and after prison
and homeless people. During the summer
time the church organizes camps for chil-
dren, also from the orphanage, and women
get involved in this work very much. They
work also as  Sunday School teachers. 

Tajikistan is a country, where children
constitute the majority of the population,
that is 53 percent, (over 7 million) there-
fore the ministry for children is very impor-
tant. The life of many of them is not easy.
School is not obligatory, so they spend
their childhood in the streets and some of
them work very har, for example on the
cotton plantations from the morning to
the evening. 

When we visited one of the Baptist
families with six childre, I was watching
a12 year old boy who was working all the
time during our visit. When I said good-
bye, I shook his hand. It was a hard hand
like the hand of an old man, who worked
physically all his life. It made me very sad.
Child without childhood. How many such
children are in Tajikistan and in other coun-
tries? How to help them? These are open
questions.

The situation of women in this very
poor country is not easy either. They take
care not only of  the  children at home but
they very often work hard to earn some
money for the daily bread. Every evening

they have to carry water home from
wells and springs because in Tajikistan,
which is a mountainous country (over
90% of the land) there is a big problem
with  running water. In spite of this dif-
ficult situation the Baptist women do
their best to help others to know Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior in this
very Muslim country. Some-times they
have to pay a high prize like the mother
of Sergiej Bassarab, the pastor who was
killed by Muslims about four years ago
after the service in the church in Isfara. I
met this old woman and her deep inner
peace in spite of  this tragic story has
touched my heart very deeply.

� What was the deepest touching 
experience in your ministry? 

� There were many and it is not easy to
choose one but I will try. One of the very
moving events not exactly as the part of
the EBF Council meeting in Prague in
September 2005, was the �Prayer Walk�
in Prague. It had been arranged by Lauran
Bethell and her co-worker Simon, a
Bulgarian minister. On Friday evening
the group of the Council participants took
part in the special ministry mainly for
Gipsy prostitutes in Prague, young vic-
tims of trafficking. We did not know what
to expect. What we saw and experienced 
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was a big surprise for us. When well dressed,
pretty girls recognized Lauran as their
�Mom� they were very friendly and open
to us from the very beginning. They spon-
taneously exchanged hugs, introduced
themselves by name, started to talk and
without any hesitation posed for a photo. 

Some of them told us their life story and
asked for prayer for themselves and their
beloved, especially for children. It was a
very moving experience for me to listen to
their stories  and in spite of  their difficult
situation to see their joy, maybe coming
from our total acceptance of them as human
beings and of the kindness towards them.
They stayed in my heart by names. One of
the girls decided to escape from her pimp
and went back to Bulgaria so we  prayed
for her. Just through these girls the prayer
to fight against trafficking of women and
children became more real to me.

It is very good that under the EBF
umbrella the anti-trafficking group has
been established with Sven Gunnar from
Sweden as the chairman. It  is also good
that a prayer network has been established.
Praise the Lord that more and more Unions
and that means also Union women got
engaged into this great, complex and very
important ministry of helping trafficked
women and children.

� When did you feel that your ministry is
very meaningful and when did you feel
that your ministry is a total failure and
how could you overcome that feeling to
regain your strength?

� This ministry from the very beginning
has been great privilege  for me but also
a great challenge and big responsibility.
Through earlier experiences of the min-
istry for women in my own country I
knew that it is very important. Just dur-
ing the ministry in Europe I saw many
additional confirmations about how
meaningful it is. When I saw the joy of
women who participated at different
conferences and meetings..., when I
heard their moving testimonies concern-
ing their personal life and the ministry...,
when I had the possibility to talk to
them face to face and to listen to their
burdens, difficulties, sometimes very secret
family problems..., when they  asked me
for prayer..., when we prayed together...,
when we could create the chain embrac-
ing the sisters from all over the world
during the Day of Prayer..., when through
the Day of  Prayer offering it was possi-
ble to help those with the biggest
needs..., when some of them openly
were saying: you have encouraged us,
you should visit us more often, we need 
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you... then my heart is grateful to the Lord
that he used me as His instrument. 

I realize very clearly, that this is not my
but God�s work through my life.

But sometimes I  experienced weakness
and maybe not total failure but helpless-
ness. When I saw poverty, famine, home-
less children, invalids, orphans in orphan-
ages..., when I  heard about violence expe-
rienced by women in their families, even
Christian..., when I talked with trafficked
women..., when I received e-mails from
sisters who experienced the tragedy of
war... I  felt helpless while facing the fact
of such great suffering of many women
and children. And then all of my and also
of our  EBWU help for different projects
seemed as if it was only a small drop in the
sea of needs. But thanks to God for His
word from Matthew 25,40 �I tell you, when-
ever you did this for one of the least important of
these brothers of mine, you did it for me� So
even a small cup of cold water offered to a
man in need is very important. 

Praise to the Lord that there is precious
help to overcome bad feelings � the
PRAYER. In my life it has always been the
source of strength and hope. The aware-
ness that every Monday sisters from the
EBWU committee and other sisters were
praying also for me  has been very helpful. 

� How did it effect your personal and
family life?

� I am very grateful to God for the pos-
sibility to serve Him in such a way.
Through this ministry God has opened
my eyes and allowed me to see His great
work not only in Europe but also on
other continents. I feel blessed and priv-
ileged. I have learned a lot from the sis-
ters dedicated to God. I could better and
deeper know God and His greatness. He
has shown me in bigger measure the
beauty of His creation, like the beauty of
the countries, beauty of the women, but
also a world full of pain and suffering. In
some way He has sent me like Isaiah
61:1 said: �He has chosen me and sent me to
bring good news to the poor, to heal the bro-
ken-hearted, to announce release to captives
and freedom to those in prison�.

Regarding the family I do not hide
that sometimes it was heartbreaking on
what to choose: to travel or to stay at
home. A few months ago the two year
old son of our eldest daughter was very
sick. Marta  needed me very much and I
tried to be with her. However there were
travel plans to Latvia before. Additionally
my father broke a rib and he needed my
help as well. It was not easy to make the 
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decision but after eager prayer God
arranged everything in His way so I
could go to the EBWU officers meet-
ing. There were more similar situations
during my ministry. 

My husband Ryszard from the very
beginning accepted my ministry and he
supports me very much all the time.
But I know that when I travel he feels
alone and he would have liked to have
me longer at home. I realize that all my
family would like to have me at home
more often as a mother and grand-
mother of three grandchildren.

� What is the essence of your ministry ex-
periences to hand over to your successors?

� The most important is the personal
relationship with God. Without Him
we can do nothing and this truth has
been practiced in my ministry. That�s
why regardless of my busy plans I have
tried never to neglect this intimate con-
tact with God and His Word.

Then there are the relationships with
women, the direct contact to them and
to the leaders practiced in different
ways. It is very important to answer
each E-mail, to have time to listen to
them and to talk, to pray together and
even sometimes to change the plans of a
meeting. 

I cordially encourage our successors
to continue organizing mini-conferences.
Through our experiences from such previ-
ous meetings, I can say they always ins-
pired and strengthened its participants.

� What kind of future do you see for the
European Baptists and especially the
women among them?

� The aims of the European Baptist
Federation are very clear. One of the very
valid tasks is  mission and evangelism.
It is important in this work  to take into
consideration the changes which have
taken place in Europe since1989. There
are many results like changes inside the
societies in Central and Eastern Europe,
expansion of the EU and greater possi-
bilities of closer contacts between
nations. These changes are positive but
they also create new problems. Both of
them we should treat as a challenge in
the Baptist mission and evangelism. The
women�s ministry is leaning towards
this same direction. However, I think
we should  put a big emphasis on social
ministry. Women do a lot in this aspect.
For example they work with children
and women in need, they support dif-
ferent projects concerning  this ministry.
Many of them answered positively to
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the great challenge which is the anti-
trafficking program established by
European Baptist Federation. They sup-
port this ministry and are involved in it.
We realize that  women�s work needs
well prepared leaders and workers.
Therefore the EBWU supported some
training conferences in different coun-
tries and IBTS women�s students. It has
also been one of the purposes of the
regional mini-conferences. 

If  we are  faithful to God, He will
help us to fulfil various challenges to
make Jesus known as the personal
Saviour for many people  who suffer and
are in darkness  and through that we
will bring glory to God.  

JANNY KINGMA

� How many countries have you visited
during your ministry among the women
in Europe?

� During these 16 years I have visited
20 countries of which several more than
once. Beside those counties I have also
travelled to the world congresses in
Argentina and Australia.

In most of the countries we had an
executive meeting. 

The past 3 years we also had officers
meetings somewhere, because of all the

extra work we created by planning mini
conferences. And then there were the
countries where the mini conferences
took place. 

Finally to some countries I went as a
representative of the EBWU at the EBF
council meetings.

� Which one was the most special 
experience and why?

� In fact I have experienced them all as
special. Usually we didn�t see much of the
countries themselves. But meeting the
people of those countries, the sisters and
brothers has enriched my life very much.
Two visits however have meant some-
thing special to me.

At the time we had our executive
meeting in Scotland several children
and a teacher of a school were shot. It
had a great impact on the lives of the
Scottish people and also during the con-
ference for the Baptist women which
was organised during that week. We
felt it was good to be there with them
and pray together with the Scottish
women for this situation.

I remember travelling home on the
Sunday after the incident. It was
Mother�s Day in Scotland and some of
us from the committee were at the air-
port when in the whole country 2 min-
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utes of silence were observed. Imagine a
whole airport full of people where every-
thing and everybody became quiet. And
we stood there crying and praying.

The second visit with such a great
impact was when we went to Spain for
our executive meeting. It was in the
week after the bomb attacks in the
train. And again we felt it was good to
be there and share in the grief and in
the prayers, but also in the faith that
our God will never leave us. We could
also see how God�s work continues. How
people can receive the power to go on in
spite of sadness and disaster, because He
gives us strength.

� What was the deepest touching experi-
ence through your ministry?

� There have been more, but I clearly
remember the mini-conference for women
from the Balkan area. Women from war
stricken areas. For me, a western Euro-
pean woman, born after WWII, it was
very moving to see and experience that
in spite of political situations there still
can be unity among women because we
are His daughters. The moments of prayer
in which each union was prayed for while
standing around the women represent-
ing that country was very touching.

� When did you feel that your ministry is
very meaningful and when did you feel
that your ministry is totally failure and
how could you overcome that feeling to
regain your strength? 

� For me, the meaningful moments have
been those when we met the people in
the various countries. When we could
speak with the national committees, or
when we met many women during the
conferences which were organised when
we visited a country somewhere in Europe.
Those were the moments  I saw women
who form the EBWU together and that
we are really workers together in His
Kingdom. It were times when we could
learn from each other, strengthen each
other and pray for one and other.

There have been also times when I
failed. Those were the times when per-
sonal situations in my family life or a
physical and spiritual weariness more or
less paralysed me. The possibility to be
open about these situation towards the
other members of the executive com-
mittee and the knowledge that they have
been praying for me carried me through
these periods.  

� How did it effect your personal and
family life?

� Working in the EBWU has enriched
my life tremendously. Meeting so many 
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people all over the world and realising we
are sisters and brothers made me really
experience God�s great love for us. I have
learned so many things from all of you.

It made me also realise that we are
sometimes trapped in tradition and cus-
toms and are blind for the things that real-
ly matter. We need open eyes and minds to
see how God wants us to be His children,
His servants in the world today at the
place where we live in and in the situations
that occur in our lives.

It has made me grateful for having been
able to do this work. It really is a gift of God.

My husband supported me in 1993
when I was asked to be nominated for a
position in the executive committee. Our
three sons were 18, 16 and 11 at that time.
Both my husband and I didn�t fully over-
see the consequences of being elected in
the executive committee of the EBWU.
Sometimes I have been so occupied with
EBWU matters that my husband felt he
and the children had the second place in
my life. 

But he always remained supportive and
stood behind me when I was to be re-elect-
ed in 1998 and 2003. In the meantime the
children grew up and have left our home.
Today we are the proud grandparents of 8
grandchildren. 

So both my husband and I are looking
forward  to enjoy the more quiet time that
lies ahead of us. We also know that there
will always be work, God�s work to be
done and we are ready to do so. He will
show us what to do and guide us. 

� What is the essence of your ministry ex-
periences to hand over to your successors?

� I think it is important to realise that
God is working with many people and
in many ways, ways that are very often
not �my� way, or the usual way. He is
bigger than you and me and our
thoughts and ideas. 
We need Him and each other to show
His love to the world. We are His eyes
His hands and feet to do His work.

� What kind of future do you see for the
European Baptists and especially the
women among them?

� I don�t know what to expect. But
what I wish and hope for is a future for
European Baptists to form a unity with
all Christians in Europe and all over the
world to work shoulder to shoulder and
hand in hand to fight injustice, to show
God�s love to all people so we can be
true witnesses of the Living God.  

And I think women can give the
example by not searching for power,
but by serving one and other.



Our friend generously
offered to drive ahead of us
to help us find the way. For
a while all was well. Then
we got to a roundabout and
we lost our leader from
sight. When we had exited
we found ourselves on our
own. We had no choice but
to drive down the wrong
road, knowing full well that
it would not take us to our
destination.

As soon as we could we
turned around and drove
back to the roundabout,
reconciled to the fact that
we would now have to find

our own way. However, when
re-entering the roundabout,
to our surprise and relief we
found our friend still there.
He had continued driving
round and round, waiting
for us to turn up again so
that he could then drive
ahead of us once more. How
grateful we were! When he
noticed that we were no
longer following him, he
did not simply leave us to
manage as best we could
but was willing to invest
time and energy for us.

Humanly speaking this
was perhaps just an episode

of helpfulness. A simply act
of kindness that goes with-
out saying. I however did not
take it as such. For helpful-
ness of this same kind is not
to be taken for granted but
is of vital importance when
it comes to finding our way
through this life as we try to
reach our eternal destiny.
How wonderful that there is
Someone who volunteered to
be our Leader, because with-
out him we would never
reach the right eternal des-
tination.

Our friend's loyalty is a
wonderful illustration of
our heavenly Leader's faith-
fulness. Time and again we
fall behind and lose him
from sight, or even risk a
little detour occasionally. But
whenever we return to the
point where we lost contact
with him, we will find him
there waiting for us, ready
to continue going ahead of
us in order to lead us. And
� should we fail to turn up
again � he does not leave us
to our own devices but
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Lost the Leader!

We were visiting friends in a strange town.
Afterwards we wanted to go on to another address
but the way there was somewhat complicated.



comes after us and seeks us
until he finds us. He will do
his utmost to bring us back
to the right path. However,
our little detours might just
leave their marks on us.

Sometimes the question
arises whether a believer
can lose his salvation. As a
Christian leader once said,
"I suppose if he really wants
to he might just, though
God will probably do every-
thing to prevent him doing
so." (Quote from Michael
Griffiths' Christian Assurance)

It is possible to run away
and even to hide from God
who is seeking us and yes, it
is possible even to miss the
mark. However, we can be
absolutely certain that the
Author and Finisher of our
faith will do his utmost to
make sure that this awful
possibility does not happen.

It is well for us to remem-
ber Jesus' warning,

"Therefore what I say unto
you I say unto all: Watch!"

Aniko Williams
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Baptist Women's 
World Prayer Day 

in Timisoara
Romania � 5 November, 2007

Dear sisters,

What a privilege it is for me to share with you about the
way women in our city celebrated the prayer day last
November in the First Baptist Church "Betel", Timisoara.
We publicized the event the preceding week on the local
Christian radio station, and invited sisters from all Baptist
churches to join us in prayer at "Betel". Over 90 ladies
answered our invitation. 

We decorated the church with flowers and prepared the
program of the day. Different sisters took different parts of
the program, reading the messages included in the pro-
gram and we also had a worship band leading us in praise
for the first part of the meeting. As special guests, we had
Pastor Popovici family. Brother Pitt Popovici was a pastor
in our church in the late 1960s and one of the prominent
leaders of the Baptists during that period, resisting the
oppressive communist regime. As a result, he and his fam-
ily were forced to leave the country and live now in the
USA. He opened the day in prayer and talked for a few
minutes about the important role women play in the life of
the church, then he left the meeting. Sister Popovici, now a 83
years old woman, shared with us about women's ministry
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during those hard times, and their daughter, Angela, a full
time missionary with IMB, spoke about the importance of
the day and led the Bible study. 

A special moment in the meeting was the presentation of
the Liberia project. The desperate situation our sisters are
confronted with in that country touched our hearts. We
spent time praying for the situation in that country and for
the needs presented in the material. After prayer we had
an offering for the needs of the ministry there.

The highlight of the day was praying for the continents.
We divided in eight groups, each group receiving a list with
the prayer requests � those of the six continents, of the
international leadership of our Baptist Alliance, and one of
the groups prayed for the leadership of  the Romanian
Baptist Union asking God for His provision of grace so
that women's ministry will become official in our country.

The evening ended in praise and then we had some fel-
lowship serving cookies and tea. What a blessing to be a
part of God's international Baptist family, to know that we
are not alone and that we can contribute in our small way
to what God is doing among His women in the world!

With love in Christ,
Gina Bulica, Timisoara, Romania.

Psalm 133:1

Behold, how
good and how
pleasant it is 

for brethren to
dwell together

in unity!
Don't forget we have website:

www.ebwu.org
Visit it please and share with us your experiences!
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TThe EBWU Executive Committee met 
for it's last meeting 

in Hargitha Camp, Romania

From 25-30 March we gathered together
for our last meeting in Romania. The nature
was wonderful, we had deep snow on the
mountains. There was everything bright and
white outside, the pine trees, the bushes
hold heavy weight of snow, but inside the
building we worked very hard to discuss
all the details of our agenda. 

At this time we had some special min-
utes to think about our past five years as
we worked together for the glory of God.
We were really thankful to the Lord for the
women's groups through Europe, for the
meetings with some of these groups in mini-
conferences, or through other ways. We
recalled some nice memories as a commit-

tee we worked together. We experienced
the guidance of the Lord. All in all we had
a blessed time in this period of our min-
istry. Now we are facing as a committee
our last big event: the conference in the
Netherlands, Dalfsen, 15-18, May 2008.
Please pray with us, may God bless our
meeting there, be His guidance upon our
sharing and upon all that will happen there.

Friday evening we had an opportunity
to meet the leadership of the Hungarian
Baptist Churches of Romenia. On Saturday
we had a short meeting with the women
from the Szekler's region. These women
gathered together for this special event for a
one day long conference to meet the EBWU
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Committee and to have
prayer time together, to listen
a lecture about the Chal-
lenges of the women in the
21th century and to hear
reports and testimonies from
the EBWU committee mem-
bers. About 140 women came
together for this meeting.
We may tell we felt the pre-
sence of God in this day.

Aniko Ujvari
Member of the EBWU 

Committee 

Happy 60th anniversary to the EBWU!
� Remember the beginning by Ewa Gutkowska

This year in August 60 years will pass
when in London, Great Britain God has
inspired group of sisters from eight countries
to unite in prayer. The suffering Europe
after war needed to be healed and recon-
ciled. First steps in this direction have been
made by establishing the EBWU. God has
blessed this beginning which has started
with prayer through women's generations. 

The statement, issued by the sisters who
met in London in 1948 sounds like echo
and is still timely for us. Let me remind it:

"Facing the world... today, with its desperate

need of faith, of hope and of love, we turn to
our Heavenly Father for purification, for guid-
ance and for strength. He has great blessings in
store for us, which He is longing to give to us,
but which can only be given to us in answer to
our prayers... Let us, as European Baptist women,
dedicate the first week in November as a week
of prayer when we unitedly pray for each other
and for all the world. Never is the fellowship
deeper, richer and stronger than when we as
one heart and one soul are praying together".

During the period of 60 years 12 of the
EBWU presidents with its committies



have served to the Lord. The
number of the country unions
grow up to over 50. Each of
them has own history of the
ministry but just thanks to
the Lord together we could
do much more that to help
suffered women and children
and people in need and to
let know Jesus Christ as per-
sonal Savior for many who
were in darkness. "The Lord
has helped us all the way".

(I Samuel7:12b), so we
are very grateful to Him
that He has used each of us
as own instruments in mis-
sion work. 

Dear Sisters, may God
bless you, and give you wis-
dom, peace and a lot of  joy,
as you serve to people in own
countries, in other European
countries and all over the
world. 

"So then, my dear broth-
ers � SISTERS, stand firm
and steady. Keep busy always
in your work for the LORD,
since you know that noth-
ing you do in the Lord's
service is ever useless". 
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For your funny bone...
A store that sells husbands has just opened where a

woman may go to choose a husband from among many
men. The store is composed of 6 floors, and the men
increase in positive attributes as the shopper ascends the
flights. There is, however, a catch. As you open the door to
any floor you may choose a man from that floor, but if you
go up a floor, you cannot go back down except to exit the
building. 

So a woman goes to the shopping centre to find a hus-
band. On the first floor the sign on the door reads: Floor 1
- These men have jobs. The woman reads the sign and says
to herself, "Well, that's better than my last boyfriend, but
I wonder what's further up?" So up she goes. 

The second floor sign reads: Floor 2 - These men have
jobs and love kids. The woman remarks to herself, "That's
great, but I wonder what's further up?" And up she goes again.

The third floor sign reads: Floor 3 - These men have
jobs, love kids and are extremely good looking. "Hmmm,
better" she says. "But I wonder what's upstairs?" 

The fourth floor sign reads: Floor 4 - These men have
jobs, love kids, are extremely good looking and help with
the housework. 

"Wow!" exclaims the woman, "very tempting. BUT,
there must be more further up!" And again she heads up
another flight. 

The fifth floor sign reads: Floor 5 - These men have
jobs, love kids, are extremely good looking, help with the
housework and have a strong romantic streak. 'Oh, mercy
me!' she thinks, 'But just think..what must be awaiting me
further on?" So up to the sixth floor she goes. 
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The sixth floor sign reads: Floor 6 - You are visitor
3,456,789,012 to this floor. There are no men on this floor.
This floor exists solely as proof that women are impossible
to please. Thank you for shopping at Husband Mart and
have a nice day!

For your soul...
There is an old Sunday School chorus that began with

"Brighten the corner where you are..." - such songs encour-
age us to shine the light of Jesus wherever we happen to
be, yet the prevailing attitude in our post-modern society
today seems to be "I am first. I want to do what I want; I
want to look after me first." 

The shortest complete sentence in the English language
is "I am" and Jesus took the complete reverse of the world's
attitude when He said "I am - the Light of the world; I am
- the Good Shepherd; I am - the Way, the Truth and the
Light." He allowed Himself to be sacrificed for us, to die a
criminal's death on a cross, so that the world may know the
True Light.

The "corner where you are" is the unique mission field
in which God has placed you - nobody else is able to be the
witness in your personal world that you are. Nobody else
has the opportunities that cross your path each day to
speak a word for Jesus - those opportunities are unique to
you alone. Ask God to equip you each day to bring His
Light to the dark corners of the lives of the people in your
unique mission field.

May you experience the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
the blessings of His presence with you as you step out in
faith and service for Him.

For Your
Laugh Lines
The minister of a Baptist

church believed that God
was calling the church to a
new vision of what the
church was to be and to do.
So at the Deacons' Meeting,
he presented the new vision
with as much energy, con-
viction and passion as he
could muster. When he had
finished and sat down, the
chair of the meeting called
for a vote. All 14 deacons
voted against the new
vision, with only the minis-
ter voting for it.

'Well, Pastor, fourteen
votes to one - it looks like
you will have to think
again,' said the chairman.
'Would you like to close the
meeting in prayer?'

So the minister stood up,
raised his hands to heaven,
and prayed, 'Lord, will you
not show these people that
this is not MY vision but it
is YOUR vision!'
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At that moment, the
clouds darkened, thunder
rolled, and a streak of light-
ning burst through the
window and with an ear-
shattering roar, split in two
the table at which they are
sitting, throwing the minis-
ter and all the deacons to
the ground.

After a moment's silence,
as they all got up and dust-
ed themselves off, the chair-
man spoke again.

'Well, that's fourteen votes
to two then.'

A little boy was standing
gazing up at the church's
Honour Roll that recorded
the names of people from
that church who had died
on the battlefield.

As the minister walked
past, the little boy asked what
it all meant.

'Ah, my son,' said the
minister. 'They are the names
of all the people who have
died in the Service'.

The little boy was quiet
for a while, till he asked in
an awed whisper, 'Was it the
8.30 or the 10.30 service?

Welcome 
to the Netherlands 

for the EBWU
Conference ��- 2008!



News and Views   27

European Baptist 
Women�s Union
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  
M e m b e r s  a n d  p o s i t i o n s

PRESIDENT: Ewa Gutkowska
ul. Berlinga 40/164
15-814 Bialystok, Poland
Phone: +48 85 662 08 84
Mobile: +48 607 075 755
Fax: +48 85 654 52 59
E-mail: ewagut2@wp.pl

VICE Livija Lame
PRESIDENT: K.Valdemara str.151-137

Riga 1013, Latvia
Phone: +37167227195 (office)
Mobile: +37126352823
Fax: +37167223379
E-mail: marta@lbds.lv 

SECRETARY: Janny Kingma
Vanghout 13
9422 MG Smilde, Netherlands
Phone: +31 59 24 15 25 1
E-mail: secr.ebwu@planet.nl 

TREASURER: Elisabeth Vekas 
Pta Eroilor Revolutiei 9
440055 Satu Mare, Romania
Phone/Fax: +40 261 71 0140
E-mail: elisabeth.vekas@datec.ro

Chocolate
Cinnamon Rolls

l 3/4 cup warm water 
l 1 package dry yeast 
l 1/4 cup shortening 
l 1 teaspoon salt 
l 1/4 cup granulated sugar 
l 1 egg 
l 1/3 cup cocoa 
l 2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
l 1 tablespoon butter or margarine, softened
l 1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon 
l 3 tablespoons granulated sugar 
l Chopped nuts 

In bowl dissolve yeast in warm water. Add
shortening, salt, sugar, egg, cocoa and 1
cup flour. Beat for 2 minutes on medium
speed. Scrape sides and bottom of bowl.
Stir in remaining flour. Cover with cloth.
Let rise in warm place until doubled in
bulk (about 1 hour). Stir down by beating
25 strokes. Turn soft dough out on floured
cloth covered board. Roll into a 12 x 9
inch rectangle. 
Spread soft butter on rectangle. Sprinkle
with cinnamon and sugar mixture. 
Roll, beginning at wide side. Pinch edge
into roll. Cut in 12 pieces. Place in greased
9-inch square pan. Let rise in warm place
until doubled (40 minutes). 
Bake at 375 degrees F for 25 minutes.
Remove from pan. Frost. 
Frosting: 3/4 cup sifted powdered sugar
with enough cream or milk to make spread-
ing consistency. Sprinkle with chopped
nuts. – Good appetite!
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Father, I ask You 
to bless my friends, 
relatives and those

that I care deeply for,
who are reading this

right now. Show them
a new revelation of

your love and power.
Holy Spirit, I ask You

to minister to their
spirit at this very

moment. Where there
is pain, give them your

peace and mercy.
Where there is 

self-doubt, release a
renewed confidence
through your grace.

Where there is need, 
I ask you to fulfill 
their needs. Bless 

their homes, families,
finances, their goings
and their comings. In
Jesus' precious name. 

AAmmeenn..AAmmeenn..
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