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EDITORIAL
By Margaret Brown
After the severe winter I imagine most of us endured we are now looking forward to warm sunny
days. It is good to see new life in our gardens and in
the fields. Yesterday was a beautiful sunny day.
While I was out for my customary early morning
walk, the sun was so bright, even at such an early
hour, so that at some points on my walk it was difficult to see the path because of the radiance of the
sun. To-day as I write this it is dull and grey and it
is raining. What a contrast with the brilliance of
yesterday – a bit like life really – sunshine and
shadow.
I am reminded of John‟s vision of the triumphant Christ in Revelation where he describes Jesus face „like the sun shining in all its brilliance‟ (Revelation 1:16). It was
no wonder that he fell at the Lord‟s feet in worship; he was blinded by the radiant
vision. John was in a place of shadow, yet he is given this brilliant vision of the Lord
which sustained and strengthened him.
A few weeks ago I was in a place of shadow due to the death of my much loved
mother. It was a sad time and the sorrow still lingers, yet it was a time of joy, because my mother „went home‟ to be with the Lord she had loved and served for
many, many years. Now she is „forever with the Lord‟ living in that place of radiance for she is in the presence of the living Lord. The Hope that we as Christians
have prevents the shadow from enveloping us in deep gloom. There is a bright future
ahead for all whose trust is in Jesus and as His followers we live in the Light. The
prayers of God‟s people are strengthening and sustaining me. I am so grateful for
God‟s caring, loving family.
We have just celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit to that small group
of believers in Jerusalem to empower them to be the Lord‟s witnesses throughout the
world. The Spirit has not been withdrawn for He lives within each believer and empowers us to continue the work Jesus began here on earth. We rely on Him and on
the power He gives us.
In this edition of News and Views you can read of how the Spirit is at work among
the women of Europe in the various articles we have for you. Also you will read of
the new „outfit‟ which has been prepared for the women of Germany.
I would like for you to consider how you can be part of News and Views. Wies and I
would love to hear of what is happening in your country or district, of how the Spirit
is at work. You can e-mail us at the addresses given at the back of the magazine.
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In Acts 4:31 we read, „after they had prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God
boldly‟. That must have been some prayer meeting. Perhaps it is time for us to be
ever more earnest in our praying, really seeking God‟s will as we pray, seeking for
Him to be evident in all we do, say and think. Often when we pray we are asking
God to do what we think instead of seeking His mind and His will. Like those first
believers may we devote ourselves „to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer‟ (Acts 2:42). There are prayer requests at the
back of the magazine; please make use of them, praying God‟s will into each life
and situation.
May we all experience the Son shining in all His brilliance and may He, by His
Spirit, enable us to reflect that brilliance in our lives to a watching world.
„Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory
now and forever‟.
Margaret Brown
His head and hair were white
like wool, as white as snow,
and his eyes were like blazing
fire. His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his
voice was like the sound of
rushing waters. In his right
hand he held seven stars, and
out of his mouth came a sharp
double-edged sword. His face
was like the sun shining in all
its brilliance.
Revelations 1:14-16
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PRESIDENTIAL LETTER
By Livija Lame
Dear Sisters
First of all I want to express my thanks to
Margaret and Wies and to her husband for
their heart and job for this magazine to
make it possible to be in touch with each
other. And also to EBWU webmaster Peter,
who helps us to meet each other through our
webpage.
I greet you with the words from John 1:3
Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been
made.
I‟d like to share the words expressed by Anne Graham Lotz:
“God is not one of several gods. He is absolutely supreme over everything! God is
greater than creation. This means there is nothing in my life no circumstance or crisis,

no habit or heartache,

no sickness or grief,

nothing visible or invisible ...
Nothing that is greater than God!
What are you facing that is greater than you are?

A habit?

A person?

A problem?
Praise God for His deity! He is the Creator Who is in authority over everything,
fully able to control that which not only seems but is beyond our abilities to handle.”


The winter has passed and it was severe and rich of snow in Europe. Many of us
have gone through many troubles and difficulties due to the economical crisis, loosing a job and shelter and going through grief. In such situations it‟s very important to
remember God is still Almighty and He controls everything even what seems impossible to us. Whatever your situation is, keep on working in faith and obedience.
God‟s ways are not our ways and often when we least expect it He will break into
our lives and ministry and pour out His blessings in spite of visible circumstances.
May the Holy Spirit refill our hearts with His love.
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I had the privilege to visit Belarus in the coldest month of a year - January - but experienced God‟s peoples‟ love which makes us warm. At the beginning of February
EBWU Committee officers were kindly hosted by the Baptist Union of Hungary and
the Theological Seminary in Budapest which Aniko arranged. We planned and
prayed for all of you and future plans.
In March was the EBF meeting in Belgrade, Serbia. It was encouraging to know our
brothers and sisters work hard to rebuild and enlarge their church.
In April was planned to have the Executive Committee meeting in Denia, Spain. But
God stopped us in a special way through volcano ash in Iceland. God spoke to us in
a special way: have you forgotten that I Am Sovereign even over the vault of the
heaven! I stopped short before God and asked: What are You teaching!?
And we cancelled this meeting and met 3 weeks later in Prague after the NEBWiM
conference. The NEBWiM conference theme was: „Worship in the Seasons of Life‟.
In all our difficulties we experience specially God‟s blessings and leading.
Finally may I ask for your prayers: for the Leadership Conference in Hawaii in July.
I hope to see some of you there. And pray for Leaders and new Leaders‟ Conference
in Budapest, Hungary in November this year. I thank you for your prayer support till
now and the hospitality that I have received in your countries visiting you.
God bless you all! This letter comes with my love and prayers for you all.
Livija Lame
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SCOTLAND CONFERENCE
Report on Scottish
Conference
September 2009
by Margaret Brown
The annual Scottish Baptist
Women‟s conference takes
place each year at the beginning of September and is
held in University Hall, St
Andrews, a lovely town on
the east coast. When we in Scotland get together there is always time for fellowship,
fun and food and we had generous helpings of all three! It is an ideal opportunity to
have time away from the mundane things of life and take time out to be encouraged
in the Lord and to spend time with our sisters in Christ, catching up on news with
„old‟ friends and also making new ones. There are lots of opportunities to share our
joys and sorrows and to pray for one another and this mainly goes on in little group
conversations or on one-to-one chats.
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The main speaker was Elaine Duncan, Chief Executive of the Scottish Bible Society; she has also worked with Scripture Union and the Universities Christian Fellowship and participated in events such as the Keswick Convention and Spring Harvest.
Her theme for the weekend was „Following Jesus‟ and was divided into three sessions – „Learning with Jesus‟; „Growing with Jesus‟; „Working with Jesus‟ – using
scripture mainly from Colossians and John‟s gospel. Elaine guided us through incidents from Jesus life and encouraged us to see what Jesus is doing to-day. She
stressed the importance of living as He did, of being like Him in our conduct and of
being with people for God and being with God for people – intimacy and involvement. This comes out of the richness of our relationship with the Lord; depending
on how rich our relationship is will determine our effectiveness as Christians in our
world. She finished with a suggestion that maybe our expectation of what the Lord
can do needs to be raised. Jesus is „yes‟ to all of God‟s promises.
We always have a Baptist Missionary with us and Jacqui Wells who had just retired
from working amongst the Karen people of Thailand was present with us and
brought an up-to-date report of the work going on there in word and in power-point
pictures.
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SCOTLAND CONFERENCE

Saturday evening is
a fun time with a
number
of
the
women taking part.
As this was the beginning of the 100th
year of Baptist
women‟s work in
Scotland we looked
back over the years
in a humorous and
entertaining way.
On Sunday morning
we joined with the
Baptist Church in St
Andrews for their morning worship service, and in the evening we shared in a
worship and Communion service led by our President, Rev. Annette Morrison.
We were very honoured and privileged to have the EBWU President, Livija Lame,
with us for the weekend. Over the past year the women have shown more interest in
Europe and at our national committee meetings (four per year) I bring a short report
and mention items for prayer. It was good
for the women to see Livija in person and
she had the opportunity to speak briefly
on the work amongst Baptist women in
areas of Europe. I know that since then
the interest has been maintained – long
may it continue! It was a joy to have
Livija with us and for her to be able to
participate in the conference. The women
received her well and now when we are
thinking about Europe they picture her as
a real person and not just a name. She
encouraged us and was keen to hear how
things are in SBWF and she left something of the fragrance of Jesus among us.
These times of gathering together are always precious and beneficial in our walk
with Jesus as we seek to follow Him more closely and more obediently, and so we
give God thanks for all that was accomplished.
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BELARUS CONFERENCE
By Vera Tikhon
In January of this year, our European President, Livija Lame spent time with the
women of Belarus at their regional conference.
January 15th – Livija attended the sisters‟ prayer group at Calvary Church in Minsk,
where she joined the sisters in prayer for the charity ministry to orphans and widows
in Belarus. Livija spoke of the godly life and ministry of the sisters in Latvia and in
other countries of Europe, Asia and Africa.
January 16th – Approximately 200 women gathered in Minsk from the churches
round that area and also a bit further away. They came together in „the Gospel of
Light‟ Church to learn how to live godly lives in their families, churches and communities on the basis of the Word of God. „Train yourself to be godly‟ (1Tim.4:7)
was the theme of the Conference.
The head pastor of Minsk region, Gennadiy Brutskiy opened the Conference with a
prayer. A guest from America, and evangelist, Mikhil Savin, talked of the close relationship of Abraham with God, about Sarah‟s obedience to her husband and to God,
and he wished the sisters to proclaim Christ with their godly lives in their land.
Mikhail Bogdanov, pastor of „Gethsemane‟ Church in Manulishchi, spoke on seven
stages of spiritual growth, based on 2Pet.1:3-11, dwelling mostly on the fifth stage
of godliness. The women‟s choir from „Calvary‟ Church greeted the participants
with hymns of praise to God. The sisters of the Skovshino Church also brought musical items. A moving experience was the number who testified to the work of God
in their lives, for example, families of those who had adopted orphans into their own
families.
With great attention the sisters listened to the greeting from the
EBWU president Livija Lame
from Riga, Latvia, to her testimony and encouragement of a
godly life. Livija called on all the
sisters to thank God for His grace
and limitless love with the words,
„In
everything
give
thanks‟ (1Thess.5:18), sharing
from her own personal life. When
her husband died, she became a
widow with three children. She
learned anew how to live, praying
and studying the Word of God.
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BELARUS CONFERENCE

The Lord spoke to her in a special way through reading Psa.116:7, Be at rest once
more, O my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.‟ She took these words into her
heart and began to trust God as her heavenly Father. Livija also showed pictures
from EBWU and from the Committee.
Sisters Natalya Kolesnichenko and Vera Shpileva from Gomel shared about their
ministry among the women in summer camps, teaching Bible study, cooking, talking
with unmarried sisters about preparation for future family life.
Vera also has a ministry among women in prison, and asked for prayer that this work
might continue as she has seen many bright examples of women who have come to
know God.
Grigoriy Podrez, assistant to the head pastor in Minsk region, and pastor of the
„House of Peace‟ Church in Minsk also spoke as did Sister Larissa Verhlina from the
same church. A time of prayer closed the Conference and the sisters went home rejoicing in the fellowship they had with each other in the name of the Lord, inspired
for work in His field in 2010, which is the year of evangelism.

January 17th – Livija attended morning service in Pinsk, and took part in it. Later
she participated in the regional Conference for the sisters of Pinsk and neighbouring
villages and was able to share with them and encourage them with the same spiritual
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programme as in Minsk the previous day. With Livija was Aleksandr Filisjuk, ExPresident of Belarus, who was a great support to her on this trip. Vladimir Vandich,
Director of Camp Zemchuzinka attended the conference and he issued an invitation
to Livija to come to the camp this summer and see the children when they are there,
and also to visit a home for the elderly which they hope to open in June.

Livija had a very blessed time in Belarus, and experienced the grace and help of the
Lord in all things – in her addresses, in conversations, and in practical ways too.
Even in the severe winter, the temperature was only -5 degrees and not -20 as was
predicted, and Livija was able to do a little sight-seeing. The sisters were most warm
and loving and grateful for her visit as were the brothers. Livija was a blessing to the
people of Minsk and Pinsk where she visited and ministered; she in turn was
blessed. God is good.
Please pray for the women‟s work in Belarus. Vera Tihon is responsible for the
Minsk area but there is no national women‟s leader which is a cause for concern –
even the brothers are thinking about this. Pray that the Lord will bring forward the
woman of His choice who will serve Him by serving the women of Belarus as the
national women‟s leader.
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BUDAPEST CONFERENCE
Report of Hungarian Conference
This Conference was held in Jozsef Street
Baptist Church, Budapest in February 2010.
The Executive Committee of the EBWU
were holding their meetings in Budapest a
few days earlier and it seemed an ideal opportunity to gather the Hungarian women for
a conference with them while they were
there.
It was arranged by Aniko Ujvari, the EBWU
Secretary, who is a member of Jozsef Street
Baptist Church in Budapest, and ably led by Eva Solyom and Tunde Eszes.
Three of the EBWU Officers – Livija Lame, President, Margun Warem, Vice-President and Elisabeth
Vekas, Treasurer – addressed the women who attended. Livija shared about the work in Europe, illustrating her message with pictures and giving personal testimony of God‟s grace in the life of her son.
Margun spoke on the value of women to God, using
Mary and Martha as examples. Elisabeth dealt with
finance, but stressed that faith in Jesus Christ is of
much more value than money.
Later Gézáné Kovács, President of the Hungarian
Baptist Women‟s Union, spoke of brides. “ We are
brides of Jesus Christ and we are to be happy because
of this.”
Last but not at least there were two personal testimonies from Baloghné Kovács Magdolna and Sinka
Katalin. Both of them shared a piece of their lives and
told of God‟s work in them.
The women who gathered enjoyed being in God‟s
presence, learning from Him and each other and worshipping Him together. They went home feeling so
blessed.
Rita Varga
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BOOK REVIEW
By Wies Dijkstra
Its fiction but… already years ago these books
changed my life and so I got sight of what really is
going on in the world….
Frank Peretti: This present Darkness and
Piercing the Darkness.
The first book appeared on Bookstore Journal‟s
bestseller list every month for more than eight
years. Peretti‟s two spiritual warfare novels, This
Present Darkness and Piercing the Darkness
captivated readers,
together selling
more than 3.5 million copies. Another book The
Oath was awarded the 1996 Gold Medallion Award
for best fiction.
For kids, Peretti wrote The Cooper Kids Adventure
Series (Crossways and Tommy Nelson), which remains a best-selling
series for children
with sales exceeding
1 million copies. In August 2000, Peretti released the
hilarious children‟s audiocassette series titled Wild
and Wacky Totally True Bible Stories, reprising
his role as Mr. Henry, the offbeat substitute Sunday
School teacher found in two Visual Bible for Kids
videos. Peretti released his first-ever non-fiction
book, The Wounded Spirit in 2000, which quickly
became a best-seller. The book addresses the pain of
“wounded spirits” and was writted as a result of painful childhood experiences.
Frank Peretti and his wife, Barbara Jean, live in the
Western U.S. In spite of sudden fame and notoriety,
Frank still lives a simple, well-rounded life that includes carpentry, banjo making, sculpturing, bicycling and hiking.
If you get the chance: just read the two first books,
even if you don‟t like to read….
You will see with new eyes to your daily life and you
will be armed!
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LEBANON 50 YEARS LBWU
Lebanese Baptist Women Celebrate
By Nawal Nehme, President LBWU
I thank God that the Lebanese Baptist Women‟s
Union is 50 years old this past year and that gives
us a lot of joy in the Lord for His faithfulness. Without the Unions the Sisters from different churches would not know each other, would
not share and pray with each other... Getting together makes us strong and encouraged. There is
a great deal of power in unity. Dealing with
women‟s issues is something women should
do. Men are not so familiar with the needs of
women! Working and growing together is a great
need for Christian women all over. For doing all kinds of projects women need each
other to get ideas and to share what the Lord is putting on their hearts. Praise His
Holy Name.
We had our 50th anniversary last December 2009. Our guest speaker was our beloved sister Livija Lame and what she shared was very encouraging; she showed us
pictures of our sisters in Europe and that made us feel like we were there right with
them. I personally learned a lot from her and already am putting it to use!
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We had a wonderful celebration with around 100 sisters from around l8 churches,
coming from far and near. Some came from l20 kilometres away on buses. We invited previous Presidents of the Union and there were eight of them attending. We
had questions for them regarding their experiences with the Union in the past. Our
celebration coincided with the Day of Prayer and so we had a fancy lunch with a
nice big cake that was large enough for everyone. We also gave the sisters a special
candle reminding them that we are like candles shining in a dark world.
The best part of the Celebration was our guest of honour, sister Livija Lame, President of EBWU. She gave each one of the Presidents a scarf with EBWU engraved
on it. That was a nice gift to remind us of the importance of belonging to such a
Union and of course our greatest Unity is with our beloved Saviour, and members of
His body. Praise His Holy Name. We prayed together, after we were divided into
groups, for the different needs of the various Unions all over the World. The sisters
had a memorable time! We prayed for a new vision for the LBWU for the next 50
years and asked for God's help in carrying on with our responsibilities as a team to
do God's will for the Union in Lebanon.
Please pray for us as we are in the process of changing our 50 year old constitution
and changing many other things. We are having our May general meeting in a couple of days and expecting over a 100 sisters to come. Our speaker is a counsellor
who will talk to the sisters about how to alleviate pressures in women's lives, which
will be relevant to us. May God bless.
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LETTER FROM LAURAN
Greetings to my “Sisters” in Europe!
I am the only daughter in my family - I always wanted a
sister - and so it is fun to be able to call you “sisters”.
This article is “sister to sister”…. sharing from my heart.
Several years ago, when I was directing the New Life
Center in Thailand, a production team from Japan National TV came to produce a documentary about our
ministry. The producer of the program was a lovely
young woman, and I enjoyed working with her, introducing her to the women and girls at our shelter, helping
her interview them and hear their stories. But I could
tell that as the days of filming went by, she became more
and more frustrated with me. I really couldn‟t understand why -and then one afternoon, she couldn‟t hold her feelings in any longer. “Lauran, you smile too much,
you‟re too joyful”, she blurted out. “I know that when you hear the stories from the
abused women and children, you must cry a lot, and be depressed. I know that all
the years of working with these sad issues must make you an angry person, and the
emotions must keep you awake at night. These are the things that I want you to say
on the camera.”
She was projecting her own feelings on to me, as she heard the girl‟s stories. But
she didn‟t know the Reason that we can have Joy and Peace in the midst of the saddest of sad situations. Her expression of frustration gave me an opening to share
with her just why I wasn‟t a sad and depressed person - most of the time. Yes, of
course, I did shed buckets of tears with the girls, many times, when their sadness of
remembering when they were sold and raped and betrayed became overwhelming.
Yes, of course, there were many moments when I cried out to God “I can‟t do
enough to save them all!”, and I felt helpless and hopeless.
But through these most heart-wrenching of moments, when my staff and I were crying out to God, God‟s voice would speak quietly to us, and let us know that His
Love was surrounding us, and that we did not need to be afraid. We didn‟t need to
be afraid of either the past - or of the future. We didn‟t have to be in control of what
happens now - or next. We were only responsible to fulfill the Call that He had for
us in this moment and listen carefully to His voice. We just had to Trust that Jesus
would be faithful - to Help, Heal and provide Hope. And He did.
The cameras began to role again, filming this secular documentary about human
trafficking and child prostitution, and I looked into them. And I said that it was because God had Called me to this ministry that I was able to continue for years - and
not be continually depressed. It was, after all, God‟s work. It was often messy, and
chaotic, and unpredictable. But what was most important was remembering God‟s
unconditional Love for me and each one of everyone‟s messy lives - and then
watching God do God‟s work. In amazing ways.
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I would have been one of those depressed, anxious and hopeless people the TV producer thought I should be - or felt that she would be - unless I could give up my
need for control and let God do God‟s work. Burn-out would have taken its toll and
I would have quit - had I not been able to “cast my cares on Jesus” - to literally put
the tears and sadness and pain at the foot of His cross and trust Him for healing and
restoration. What a gift He‟s given us!
Sisters, if you - or any of your friends have felt even a whisper of a call to minister
with people in prostitution or victims of human trafficking, would you please consider joining me so that we can pray and learn together about this Call? Or if you
know people who are involved in ministry with victims of human trafficking/
prostitution would you introduce them to this article and encourage them to join us?
There are 3 opportunities coming up:
September 30-October , 2010 Chisinau, Moldova “Escape 2010”, sponsored by
“Beginning of Life”, Moldova and the “International Christian Alliance on Prostitution/Europe” (ICAP/Europe).
You can find more information at:
www.icapglobal.org and click on “Events”.
November 25-28, 2010, Vienna, Austria European Baptist Federation (EBF) AntiTrafficking Working Group Networking Conference. If you’ve EVER wanted to
know more about how to get involved in the context of your local Baptist church or
Union, you need to come to this conference! Contact Rev. Sven-Gunnar Liden
sgl@skutan.baptist.se or myself for information.
May 22-27, 2011 Green Lake Conference Center, Wisconsin USA. This conference
brings together those who have been called into ministry with people in prostitution
and victims of human trafficking from all over the
world. It is the Best place to learn and net-work with
those from many contexts who are deeply involved
with sharing God‟s Love with abused and exploited
women, men and children. www.icapglobal.org
Click on “Events”. The theme of this conference is:
JOY!”
If you have questions about any
of these conferences,
contact me: lauran@pobox.com
Blessings to you on this
exciting journey with our Loving Guide!
Lauran.

Rev. Lauran Bethell serves as
Global Consultant, helping
Christians to minister in Christ’s
name to victims of human trafficking
and prostitution.
She is a missionary with
International Ministries ABC/USA,
and is based in The Netherlands.
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IBTS CONNECTS HEARTS
As I previously mentioned in my diary, the
dissertation for my masters took much longer
then I thought. I decided to start a new project
because of a new theme that I began to pursue
and it worked out very well. I started writing
my dissertation, with the title “Youth and children‟s work in Kazakhstan, 1960-1992”.
There were several reasons for choosing this
topic. First of all, I was born and raised in Kazakhstan, so I wanted to write about my country. Secondly, I have worked with children
and teenagers in my home church for many
years and I love doing it still, and thirdly it is
a really interesting field, especially when
looking at the history of a country or nation
and you are able to see the changes that happened during that period. This new topic gave
me much excitement, and I began the work by collecting material from a wide range
of sources and interviewing people. Although this task was at times daunting, I did
not forget to spend time with my friends and take a break from the work. On a crisp
winter day some of the students decided to go ice-skating (I love it), however, my
enjoyment reversed because I fell and broke my arm. This was the first time in my
life that I broke a bone, but what concerned me more was, that my deadline was still
at the end of April and I needed to finish my dissertation.

Jenny with friends from Estonia - Student week at IBTS
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So struggling with the
huge and uncomfortably
heavy cast on my right
hand I attempted to write
20 000 words by April.
What is interesting about
this incident was that the
first thing which I told
when it happened was
“Why did it happen to
me?” And later on when I
looked back I was thankful to God for many
things: for the doctor who
relocated the bones in my
arm (I had a compound
fracture) so that there
was no need for surgery,

IBTS CONNECTS HEARTS

then I was really glad that I broke my right arm and not the left, because I am lefthanded, so I was not encumbered so much, and I had more time for my studies as
well.
Me and my roommates

I will not tell you all
things about how uncomfortable it was to be limited to using only one
hand, but praise the Lord
everything went well and
in 6 weeks my cast was off and I could enjoy my two arms again.
During all this time I was writing my dissertation and when I got back two typing
hands I had third part of my work already.
I continued working on interviewing people from Prague and I am thankful to my
parents for helping me from Kazakhstan by supplying material for my dissertation.
As you know I am a journalist so I really like talking to people, that is why I used
this opportunity for my dissertation and I enjoyed that very much. By April I had a
draft of my paper and sent it to my teachers for their critic and scrutiny. I got feedback where I needed to correct some parts of my dissertation. Time of corrections
and checking started and I was sometimes confused by
having many versions of my work. Finally text was fine
and I needed to make Bibliography and footnotes in a
nice order. It was hard because it takes scrupulous work
and it is not about me
at all.
With my brother and with
EBWU Committee Member
Wies Dijkstra

Thank God I made a nice shape for my dissertation
and sent it for submission. By the end of May I got
a feedback with good marks and 28 May 2010 I was
graduated with a great feeling that I completed my
studies and, praise the Lord, did it very well!
Jenny Kanunnikova

NEWS & VIEWS

21

ALOHA FROM HAWAI’I

BWA

Women‟s
Leadership Conference
July 24-27, 2010
Waikiki, Hawaii
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”
Galatians 5:25

E-mail: womenbwa@bwanet.org
Website: www.bwawd.org
How I praise and thank God for each of you. I know
it is taking much effort, prayer, resources, and preparation for you to travel to the 50th state of the United
States of America (USA). We have been praying for
the conference and your arrival. On several occasions
we have participated in prayer walks around the two
hotels where women will stay and where the conference will be held preparing the way for the many
blessings of the Lord.
May our loving heavenly Father, our Creator of this
paradise here in Hawaii richly bless you.
Much Aloha and Joy,
Deanna Aoki – Local Planning Team Coordinator
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Visit to Romania
Last October, 2009 our President, Livija Lame had the
privilege of attending a women‟s conference in Romania.
The main speaker was Raquel Contreras, Baptist President of Chile and VicePresident of Latin America. Her message was good and well-received by the Romanians. It was evident that God was present and at work in the lives of the women
attending, many of whom
were young women. This
was most encouraging.
During her time in Romania,
Livija was given the opportunity to visit a church in Timisoara and was able to
meet with some of the
women of the church, again
including young people. As
the young people were beginning a new study year,
time was spent in special
prayer for them.
In Romania the women‟s
ministry is divided up into
various sections eg. Prayer,
Bible Study, Social Help,
Education etc. and many
good things appear to be
happening.

Please remember the women of Romania in your prayers; they need encouragement,
specially for leadership in the women‟s work.

NEWS & VIEWS

23

WINDOW TO THE WORLD

Baptist Union of Latvia, Women's Congress and Election
Riga, 31 October 2009
In Latvia Baptist Women's Union was re-established in 1992 after the communist
regime fell. We have a Congress every two years. For many years Livija Lame has
been the president of the Latvian sisters.
This year we had our Congress on October 31, 2009. We elected the new Baptist
Women's Union president Elita Lapina.
It was a blessed time. The Baptist Union's President Peteris Sprogis prayed for
the newly elected president Elita Lapina and for the Women Committee.
Our Women's ministry is searching for new ways to reach people: baby school,
mothers' mornings, counseling ministry, camps for women, camps for children in
need etc.
We had a special prayer time for Day of Prayer. We were lighting candles, 8 candles
for Latvia regions and 7 candles for the Continents.

Livija Lame more info on website
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Russia Election Conference, 23-25 March 2010
During the 33rd Congress of the Russian Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists,
on 23-25 March 2010 held in Moscow the Election Conference of the Women‟s
Union of Russia took place under the theme: “Ought always to pray and not to
faint”

Sister Vera Izotova was elected as the new President of the Women's Department
for 2010-2014. She was responsible for the Women‟s Training program in the Executive Committee. Sister Elena Boretskaya, Nizhniy Novgorod region, and Tatiana
Cherkasova, Yekaterinbur, were approved as president
assistants.
Diana Kondratieva, who was responsible for the
prayer ministry in Russia, now decides whether to
continue her work in the Executive Committee. The
Secretary of the Department Svetlana Svedlova also
prays about God's will to continue the work. Both sisters were warmly thanked for their hard work.
May through our ministry the name of our Lord be
glorified.
Tatiana Cherkasova, vice president. Translation in Russian and more info on website.
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Germany: New Look “Frauenwerk”
The German Woman’s Union is presenting itself with a new look!
Herma Theessen (left) and Gisela Bullermann

Dear Sisters, since last year, a lot has happened in the “Frauenwerk” in Germany. We
had been considering for quite some time,
how we could manage to get younger women
interested in the “Frauenwerk”, in addition to
the existing group of older women. We reflected and thought critically about what we
ought to change. In this process, we repeatedly asked for God's will and guidance, and
let ourselves be guided and led by Him, step
by step. As we had suspected, it wasn't an easy or painless thing to do. We, the
women in the council, are all very different and have our own ideas and expectations. We sometimes argued and debated particular words until we were all satisfied
and could agree on our new look and image. During this process of change, we
were, and still are well supported by two consultants.
One of the consultants is a pastor in our organisation, and trains managers, the other
consultant is in charge of a parish and advises companies.
Now we would like to present our results so far. For the year 2010, we've published
a program which looks very different to our previous ones. We're presenting ourselves with an eye-catching and strong pink colour, and are already receiving attention for this. We're promoting ourselves with the slogan: „Changing the World for Jesus‟ isn't the result
of magic; in many important areas it's simply the result of women's work! Since we're not just changing
ourselves on the outside, but also want to stand for
something new in terms of content, this year (for the
first time), we're offering a holiday break for our
young widows with children. This holiday break is
already booked out, and we hope that God can be a
help and comfort for this particular situation in these
people's lives.
There have also been changes in our staff. As a
spokesperson, we've employed a young pastor,
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Nicole Witzemann, from April 1st 2010. She'll start off with 10 hours a week parttime, eventually working up to about 20 hours a week, part-time. We're expecting
spiritual and religious stimulus and ideas from her, for our work and support in setting up networks of women in parishes. Our clerical assistant of many years' standing, Cornelia Nikesch, is retiring at the end of May. She has worked for the
“Frauenwerk” for 12 years. She has thought and planned with us, and performed the
various tasks of her work competently. With
Cornelia Nikesch's departure, our office is
moving from Bad Homburg to Elstal, near
Berlin, where our national headquarters are
located. The office duties will be taken over by
Manuela Streck from the end of May.
On that note, we would like to thank Cornelia
as well as our two new staff members. May
our heavenly Father bless them and give them
joy in their new tasks for the ”Frauenwerk”.
Elisabeth Kapsreiter and Gisela Bullermann

Finally, we would like to let you know about
our brand new project. From November 5th to
7th 2010, the first ever Baptist Women's Congress will be taking place. Besides interesting
talks, female models, a photo shooting, a gala evening with a gala dinner, we, the
women of the “Frauenwerk”, would like to present our new program for 2011 and
hope to get some ideas and inspiration from the women present. We're expecting up
to 500 participants of all generations and will conclude the congress on Sunday with
a service. On our program and invitations, we're promoting ourselves with the 3
“P's”. As women, we would like to take a stand (from German „positionieren‟), to
create an image for ourselves (from German „profilieren‟) and to polarise. We want
to take a stand on our beliefs and on Jesus Christ. We want to create an image for
ourselves, that means to be unambiguous in our actions, which are based on the love
of Christ. When we take a clear stand and create an image for ourselves, we polarise
automatically, as Jesus said “He who is not with me is against me”.
Dear Sisters, up to now we've received only a positive response.
Our new appearance is attracting attention and we are motivated to carry on in this
manner. We would like to encourage you to take the plunge as well, trusting that
God is with you. When women stick together, share their knowledge and experience,
they accomplish something special – a real “frauenwerk” (women's work).
Gisela Bullermann.
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TESTIMONIES
Nawal Nehme, Lebanon.
I had a herniated disc last summer and I was resting for
around 3 months….. and I was in pain. This happens to me
every once in a great while and so I had to rest, and then go to
different doctors. Of course I prayed and prayed.
I searched my heart and asked God what does He want from
me, what does He want me to learn from all this, and exactly
why is this happening!? And to my surprise, I discovered that I
had 3 broken relationships!! I had to work on those and I did. So, as soon as things
were worked out, I got better and I got healed. I gave the doctors I saw some Christian music tracks. I also learned that all people are important and that I never know
when I might need them; it could be anytime! One of the girls that I had a broken
relationship with was the one I needed when I was sick in bed. I had to call her and
ask her to run some errands for me and she did!! By the way, I am single and 63
years old and I am ashamed to say that I have not learned these lessons all these
years!!! So, that is why I have decided never to make anyone mad at me, no matter
what, because I never know when I might need those people. This was one important lesson I learned!
Also, one more thing I would like to add is that I have 5 new ladies coming to my
ladies‟ meeting now my relationships have been restored. Praise the Lord for His
goodness and the way He teaches us so many things in the process of illness. I had
been praying for years that God would give me more ladies but this happened only
after I obeyed Him. One important relationship that has been healed is with my own
brother. Now I love him and understand him much more than before. I have a good
feeling towards him which helps me to communicate with him, tolerate and love him
more. I thank God for my herniated disc; His will be done in our lives.

The story of my life
My name is Svetlana Konstantinovna Korepanova. I
was born on 3 February 1960 in Kargapolye, a settlement of Kurgan region. I spent my childhood in a village with my grandmother. When I was six, my
mother took me to the city of Nizhnaya Salda. At that
time she divorced my father because he drank constantly and made quarrels. My younger brother stayed
with our grandmother. I met him only after twelve
years.
In 1976 I graduated from school. Since my mother did
not care about my upbringing and I lived as I wished, I
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married early. I always wanted to have a large and friendly family. My husband is a
very good person but with time he became addicted to alcohol. I gave birth to four
children – three sons and one daughter. Due to my husband‟s drunkenness there
were often quarrels at home. The children grew up and I began to think of divorce
so that life would be calmer.
Thanks be to God! In our city there was “Ural 1994” mission. My daughter, Natalya went to the House of Culture, to the meetings; then she began to attend “Hope”
church. Believing people became her friends and started coming to our home. They
were unusual people; they were interesting and easy to speak with. So I went to the
church myself. In this way Christ, our Lord and Saviour, came into our lives. God
freed me not only from constant worries about my children and husband, but He
freed my husband from drunkenness too.
Peace and harmony now reign in our family.
At that time another child Sergey was added to our family. He was six years old and
he called us „mother‟ and „father‟ from the beginning. We obtained child custody for
him. In spite of drunkenness my husband always loved children. We walked with
children, played with them, made snow mountains in winter, hiked in the forest in
summer – we always spent a lot of time with children.
Our children grew up and have their own families now. Edik is 32, Natalya is 30,
Ilya is 27, Maksim is 22 and Sergey is 19. But we pray for our home to be a full cup
filled with the voices and laughter of children. My husband and I decided to accept
a boy, Kolya. At the time he came to our family he was five months old; all our
family liked him, so we became his foster family. I always wanted to have one more
daughter, and a year ago we accepted a girl, Tanechka. Now Kolya is 4 years, two
months old, and little Tanya is 3 years, 10 months old. Already they both go to kindergarten.
Of course bringing up children is a difficult job, but this task brings joy to my husband and me. Our hearts are happy when we look at the merry faces of our children.
Praise God that He gives us strength and health to care for them. I am already 49,
and my husband becomes 50 in December, but God gives us peace and provides
everything for us.
One and a half year ago twin boys, Ilya and Denis, came to our family; they were
three months old. Kolya‟s mother gave birth to them and left them in the hospital
again. My husband and I thought, prayed, and decided not to separate the brothers
but let them grow up together. We love them very much and feel for them as we do
for our own children. I thank God that He gave me a mothering heart; I cannot walk
past children who have been abandoned by their parents. I thank my husband who
also has a love for children and whom the children love so much. I thank God for
our children who are adults, but support us. They visit us often, help us and love our
adopted children as well. I thank God for all His wonderful work in my life.
Thanks to Him all my dreams about a friendly and large family have come true.
NEWS & VIEWS
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I am also very grateful for the possibility to study at the local training centre, taking
the course programme of Women‟s ministry! I graduated last summer. Glory to the
Lord for everything!
Svetlana Konstantinovna Korepanova, lives in Verkhnaya Salda,
Sverdlovsk Region, Russia.
Do you have a life story to tell? Send it to N&V editors.

"Love is, what is left"
Elisabeth Flügge celebrated her 100th Birthday
By Elisabeth Kapsreiter
The German Baptist Women Union is proud and thankful for a great famous old
lady. Elisabeth Flügge, very well-known as our president for a long time and as the
EBWU-president in the sixties could celebrate her 100th birthday on 24 January
2010. Since 1981 she lives in Weltersbach near Köln; there is a Baptist old people‟s
home for 500 persons. Many guests came to congratulate and give her honour!
Elisabeth Flügge was born in the Netherlands and 50 people from her relations came
with a bus to visit their aunt.
On Sunday after the service in the Baptist church there was a ceremony with a lot of
speakers and Elisabeth was an attentive listener.
A time later I was sitting by her side and holding her hands. She told me:
“Elisabeth, please don‟t forget and remind every time, what is left, is love. Dagmar
Kersting – she was one of the speakers - said to me, that she loves me and this was
the greatest word I have heard today!”
Elisabeth Flügge is no more able to see with her eyes, but she can very clearly and
deeply see with heart's eyes!
Many women of our Women‟s Union had written their memories to Elisabeth and
their congratulations and I spoke this letters on a CD; so she can hear whenever she
will.
May God bless this new year of her life and we are so grateful to our Lord and to
Elisabeth for all blessings we had received from her!
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OBITUARY
Elisabeth Flügge 24/1/1910 – 16/3/2010
By Wies Dijkstra
Just a few months after celebrating her 100 th birthday (see
page 32) the German Women's Union is mourning the loss
of one of her sisters, Elisabeth Flügge.
A very gifted person, she was a special secretary of the
Women's Union of Germany 1953-1964 and immediately
after that service she became the President of the Women's
Elisabeth Flügge
Union 1964-1976.
At the same time she was also, in the sixties, the President
of the EBWU. For generations Elisabeth has done many good things for the Baptist
Women of Germany and Europe. Always with a heart full of love for her Lord and
Savior, knowing she had the duty and ability to serve.
The President of Germany writes in her memory words that they have not lost her:
she will remain in the hearts of those who knew her, and in all the very valuable
writings she has left! Yet the women are very sad she is not in their midst any more.
Elisabeth Flügge had the privilege to reach the age of 100 years – 100 years in
which she has witnessed the founding of the German Women's Union, which is
83 years young at this time.
We give thanks to God for giving such a fine godly leader to Germany and to
Europe. We praise Him for her life and witness and the encouragement she was to so
many people. She has left behind a great example for us to follow.
One of her main statements was this: "You know, what remains is love, that's the important thing." This sentence is a
legacy of her, and reminds us not to
lose sight of the essential of life
while busy with our daily work.
1 Corinth 13:13 Meanwhile these
three remain: faith, hope, and love;
and the greatest of these is Love.
Edith Moret, Marianne Wupper,
Elisabeth Kapsreiter, Anita Janzen
Elisabeth Flügge - in the wheel-chair and Dagmar Kersting.
All women were presidents of the German Baptist Women’s Union!
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OBITUARY
Lyudmila Andreyevna Pavlyuchenko
By Olga Mocan

On 1st of December 2009 our sister, Lyudmila Andreyevna Pavlyuchenko passed
into eternity.
She spent her youth in Ukraine, where she served the Lord with faithfulness, being
involved in youth ministry and choir. She married in 1975. The Lord has given her
and her husband three sons.
In 1996 she became member of the Women's Department committee of the EuroAsian Evangelical Baptist Federation of CIS. From 2001 to 2005 she was the president of the Women's department of the Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of
Russia. From 2004 to 2008 she was president of the Women's Department of the
Euro-asian Federation. She was representative to the European Baptist conferences
in 2003 and 2008 while in 2005 she was representative to the BWA congress. She
was visiting the sisters from the CIS encouraging them to serve the Lord.
We are wishing that the Lord may comfort her sons who buried their father 2 months
before the death of their mother.
Many will bear in their memory our dear sister who served the Lord with her full
heart.
Translation in Russian language on the website
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JOSHUA
I watch her waiting powerless
She can't understand this is her son
Holding him tight late at night
Knowing she'll never rock him to sleep
She's singing him songs
As she fights the tears
I watch him holding his hand
Kissing his face carefully
Saying hello, saying goodbye
Never forgetting the smell of his skin
As the tears filling his eyes
Every move of his boy he's absorbing
I close my eyes as I cry
And see You coming closer
With Your arms open wide we hand him over
We want to see him grow
But we know he can't stay
So please take him home
To the place where one day
We'll meet again
Now that you're gone
There's a wound in my heart
You're blood of my blood
Now that you are gone
There's an empty space
That can never be filled
Whispering your name
Reminds us we are parents
Calling out your name
Proves you are part of us
And our heart cries
And our soul aches
We wanted to see him grow
You've taken him Home
To the place where one day
We'll meet again

Stonewashed
www.stonewashedmusic.com
Song for all parents who have lost a child, whether it was a long time ago
or just recently. Pray for all those parents and especially for the parents of
Fenna, Indulis and Lars and for the parents of Joshua who have written
this song in 2003. See personal prayer requests.
NEWS & VIEWS
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P R AY E R R E Q U E S T S
Romania: Please remember the women of Romania in your prayers; they need encouragement,
specially for leadership in the women‟s work.
Pray also for the work among Roma people in Romania. Info on website.
Lebanon: Pray for the Women‟s Union being in the process of change.
Middle East: Pray for Mission work in Arab countries. Pray for opportunities (like in the media)
and strength to overcome obstacles in the ministry.
Belarus: Pray for the election of the national Women‟s leader, being God‟s choice.

TOP 10 - The ten countries where faith costs the most:
1. North-Korea
2. Iran
3. Saudi -Arabia
4. Somalia
5. Maldives
6. Afghanistan
7. Yemen
8. Mauritania
9. Laos
10. Uzbekistan

Worldwide: The temptation of the world is wide and needs God's help to overcome. Pray for
safety for (new) believers in Jesus Christ and missionaries.
India: Extremist Buddhist and Hindu people have burnt Indian churches in March 2010. Please
pray for all the people of God to be protected from evil.
Turkey: Pray for the Baptists in Turkey. Please pray for security for believers as they fear terrorist
attacks. Due to the economy crisis in Turkey 80% of our sisters and brothers have no work and a
lot of problems. Many believers are afraid to come to church, because their families make
problems for them. Pray for the church members and visitors.
Haiti: Pray for the effects of the earthquake of January 2010. Many churches and houses of
Baptist people are destroyed as well. BWAid plans major projects such as long term sustenance
education for children, medical assistance, and caring for abandoned children and orphans. Also
included are building houses, churches, providing clean water and sanitation. Pray for the Baptist
community, for the loss they have suffered either personal or material. Pray for Missionary
Kihomi Nzunga, who works with Baptist women in Haiti.
Poland: Pray for the Christian Education Center Diamond, helping children and orphans in
difficult circumstances. www.chcediament.hg.pl
Chili: Pray for the effects of the earthquake of February 2010. Raquel Contreras asks prayer for
the Baptists in Chili, who have lost many church buildings. A lot of pastors and church members
became homeless. Pray for wisdom to decide how to spend their limited resources.
Worldwide: Look at www.youtube.com to the video “Pink Glove Dance”. It‟s not true that more
money will be raised by watching this video, but it is a good item for awareness of breast cancer.
Pray for all the (Baptist) women affected by this disease.
South West Pacific: www.bwuswp.com Pray for the Awhina Teina programme founded in 2008
There is now enough money to help to refurbish and equip a home for under-age prostitutes who
wish to leave the sex trade. Girls from 14 to 18 will be able to stay at this home for up to six
months as they are encouraged to return to school and develop wholesome routines.
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AND EVENTS
Personal prayers
Obituary: Pray for the relatives of Lyudmila Andreyevna Pavlyuchenko and Elisabeth Flügge.
Latvia: Mother Aiva, father Viesturs and brother Ivar, friends of our president Livija lost their son
and brother Indulis of 20 years old by drowning. Please pray for them.
The Netherlands: Mother Margret, father Lourens and sister Maaike lost their little son and
brother of almost 4 years old by drowning. Please pray for all relatives, adults and children.
Pray for mother Ingrid and grandmother Margaretha and the whole family Vermaning, who lost
their little daughter and granddaughter Fenna one year ago in June 2009 by drowning.
USA Patsy Davis asks: Please pray for Joyce Wyatt, writer of the book: “I am a Woman Created
in the Image of God” and volunteer in the Baptist Women‟s work, who lost her husband Roy in
April. She was not at home and Roy was cleaning the garage. He pushed their little car out in the
driveway and evidently lost control and fell under the car. When Joyce got home she found her
husband. Her address is rjoywyatt@att.net if you would like to email her a note of condolences.
Worldwide: Please remember in your prayers all the women who have lost their husbands either
its a long time ago or just last year. They still need our ongoing prayers!
Prague: General Secretary of EBF Tony Peck asks: Pray for our office assistant Anna Cheprasova
and her family in Voronezh, Russia. They lost in March their grandmother, and aunt in a serious
car crash in Russia; their father was also badly injured. Anna‟s brother is Tima , doctoral student
and staff member at IBTS.
Scotland: Pray for our committee member Margaret Brown and her family who have lost their
beloved mother in April 2010.
Romania: Pray for our treasurer Elisabeth Vekas and her family, facing the severe illness of her
husband Zoltan.
Give Thanks



for the Women‟s Conference, which the Women in Armenia organized in Febr. 2010
for the graduation at IBTS of Jenny Kanunnikova from Kazakhstan.

Events Please Pray for the upcoming events:
Hawaii July 24-27, 2010 Women‟s Leadership Conference „In Step with the Spirit”
The Netherlands July 24-31, 2010 Mother and Child camp.
Worldwide November 1, 2010 DOP Baptist Women‟s Day of Prayer.
Germany November 5-7, 2010 National Baptist Women‟s Congress
Hungary November 18-21, 2010 Leadership Conference for present and future leaders.
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O U R P R AY E R PA R T N E R
South West Pacific our Prayer partner BWUSWP 2005 - 2010
For the last five years the European Baptist Women‟s Union and
the Baptist Women‟s Union of South West Pacific
www.bwuswp.com were Prayer Partners. In Birmingham 2005 at
the Leaderships Conference we were assigned to each.
In those five years we shared a lot. Our experiences and prayer
requests flew from one to the other end of the earth and ascended
to heaven.
Prayer is a mighty weapon to fight against our enemy Satan, who
has a lot of power in this broken world.
But here we are: Baptist Women from the North and Baptist Women from the South
with folded hands and uplifted faces, united in Prayer!
Baptist women of every race and every color and character.
Gods colorful wisdom (Eph. 3:10) ! Just with one goal: to proclaim the Gospel and
claim the victory for the Lord.
What a privilege to belong to such an organization with so many possibilities.
Now we say goodbye to our present Prayer Partner BWUSWP, giving all the women
belonging to the BWUSWP the most wonderful token we can give each other:
The Blessing of the Lord.
May The Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
With love from your European Sisters

We have a website!
www.ebwu.org
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T H E L AT E S T N E W S
Hungary, Budapest
European Leadership Conference
2010
Theme: ”In Step with the Spirit”
A conference for present and future
leaders.
We kindly invite you to Budapest,
Hungary, in November 18-21, 2010.
The event takes place in Hunor Hotel Pünkösdfürdő u.40., H-1039 Budapest
Phone: +36-1-243-0949, Fax: +36-1-244-0821, www.hunor-hotel.com
Our prayer is, be open for a meeting together with your European fellow sisters.
Share and add to this meeting what you can bring in your heart as a gift from our
Lord Jesus Christ.
We ask you join us in prayer for this planning and think about the younger
generation whom may you invite to join to get inspiration from the Lord for the
future ministry among women.
Maybe you have not a specific women‟s ministry in your union, but please, pray for
it and come or send someone to have experiences about the needs in this very
special ministry. The program includes prayer time, (Union circle) share time,
interesting lectures, Budapest city tour, Hungarian evening and Sunday church
service.
Registration before September 15, 2010 via website (information about details on
the form) www.ebwu.org or emailing Aniko Ujvari : secretary.ebwu@gmail.com
Let me encourage you with a verse from the Proverbs 27:18
„He who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and he who looks after his master will be
honoured.”
My prayer for you is: May you be honoured as you are working for His kingdom
among women!
Please, keep us informed about your union‟s life, events and prayer requests. It is
very important for you and the EBWU committee to keep contact and help each
other as really sisters in our big Baptist Family.
May you all be blessed and have wisdom to serve Him for His glory!
Yours in Christ,
Aniko Ujvari, Secretary EBWU
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Livija Lame, President
Riga, Latvia
livija.lame@lbds.lv

Margun Warem, Vice President
Algard, Norway
awarem@online.no

Elisabeth Vekas, Treasurer
Satu Mare, Romania
elisabeth.vekas@gmail.com

Aniko Ujvari, Secretary
Budapest, Hungary
secretary.ebwu@gmail.com

Margaret Brown, member
Ardrossan, Scotland
mib4m5@btinternet.com

Wies Dijkstra, member
Buitenpost, The Netherlands
wiesdijkstra@gmail.com

Susana Mefford, member
Denia (Alicante), Spain

susimefford@hotmail.com
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